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Temperance is the moderate use of things benoficial, and abstinence from things kurtful.
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GRAND CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL OF THE
IRISH TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY.

The Very Rev. TuEonALD MaTHEW, President.
Rev. Dr. Spaatt, Vice-President.

Thie Society held their Christmas tea party in the Rotunda, on
Wednesday eveuing. About two thousand persous were present,
amongst whomn were many of the highest rank in our eity. The
round room preseuted a splendid appearance, being decorated by
Mr. Paverelli, of Suffolk-street, and hung round with the banners
of the different societies. A very spacious balcony was erected on
one side of the ruom on which the chair was placed, and arcund
which the rank, youth, and besuty of our city, were brillantly dis-
played. The conduct and app of the working classes who
attended was moet cheering, and gave the surest proofs of the pro-
gress that they were making from wretchedness and poverty to
independence. Nothiug counld exceed the excellence of the arrange..
ments, or the pains taken by the stewards to accommodate and give
satisfaction to the pany, who also did their part ia making
the party what it was intended to be, the raost splendid ever
held in this city, whetber on total abstinence principles or other-
wise; and we must soy it fully realized the expectations of theso
spirited individuals who got it up.

About halt-past seven o'clock Mr. O'Connell entered the room,
and took the chair muid the loudest bursts of enthusi

The tea equipage having bees semoved,

Mr. O'CoNNELL rose amid spplanse and said—Ladies and gen-
tlemen, there is something singular in the mode in which I find it
mny duty to proceed. In these meetings it is necessary that we
should have uothing of the irregularity of excitement, and therefore
we drink our tea first, and we give toasts after—it is with us toast
efter tea. We must reconcile the mode of the proceeding, and,
instead of a fuli buaiper, I call for silence; and in conclusion, I
shall have to ask of you to express your concurrence by hearty
cheers (hear). The first sentiment which T call on yon to cheer is,
that of long life and happiness to our lovely and beloved Queen
(great cheering.)

Mer. O'Counell in proposing the next sentiment said that all his
life he had been temperate. It was <aid of him that he drank like
a fish (a term of reproach for excesive driukers); but it was in
allusion to his not drinking anything but water; and in that sense
he deserved the reproach to the present time (hear, hear). He
could only say that he was exceedingly proud to stand there, as the
President ot the Kilkenny Teetotal Temperance Saciety, and to
add his testimony, nat only to the perfect safety, but to the advan-
tage of total abstinence from all intoxicating and exciting Jiquors
(hear, hear). It was ouly fuur months since he had determined
never again to taste oue drop of intoxicating drink, and he could
declare that he had never felt better in health thau at the present
moment (hear). —[t was said that old age required the stimutous
of * generaus wine,” but give hiin “generous water,” which was
the best and most wholesome drink that could be taken at the
festive board (hear, hear);. He could bear his testimuny that the
use of thase drinks, even in a mitigated degree, was unpecessary ;
aud that many who were devoted to their abuse were never the
waorse, but were considerably improved by the transition to sobricty
and total abstinence (hear, hear). Rut what need of evidenes
upon a question which was set at rest by the adhesion of five mil-
Yions of Irisbmen? (hear) Father Mathew had invaded the
north; the south was with him—the west had joined the cuuse,
and there they were to show that Leinster wits not backward —
(beur, hear). .1t was a gluriovs spectacle to witness, not the edu-

cated and wealthy—not those of high rank or of philesophic mind,
or of ascetic virtue, but a whole nation abandon thelr darling vice
— the inceutive to crime and guilt—to give up with that vice all
those bed qualities which debased the individual, and not only io-
Jured his own interest but destroyed that of those who depended
upon bim for support (hear, hear). Oh, it was a majestic spece
tacle—not the effort of a village, a section, or a portion of country,
but the spontaneous effort of a whole people—(great cheerlug.)
He (Mr. O'Connell) had often been laughed at for his enthusiasm,
when he had had occasiom to praise their religion aud their morality.
He was not now called upon to enier on thove topice, but be could
not but praise the nmequalled generasity of the Irish heart—(hear,
hear). It was on recard that two millions and a half of the people
of Ireland were supported, during a great part cf the year, by their
poor fellow countrymen : the beggar and the wanderer were stopped
at the gate of the rich man, but they were fed by the benevolent
charity of those whao were only less poor thar themselves—(hear,
hear). It was therefore thut he ralsed his voice of praise to &
bolder and louder tone, and aaid there were five millions of teeto-
tallers—(great cheering). Five millions of poor men wbo had
given up the poor man’s only luxury, and who had determlned
never again to rob their wives and children as men did who dissls
pated their means in the gratification of thelr degrading vices. Mr.
O’Connell then contrasted the numbers who had become tee-total-
lers in Ireland, with those who created such an excitemeut in
Awerica and Eogland—he would contrast ber with * La Grands
Nation,” and he asked whether sither had ever exhibited such »
magnificent moral spectacle. France may have produced greatheroes,
mighty commanders; bt to achieve their victories what sacrifices
had been made! Many a widow bad wept for her son—mony @
mother bewailed her first-born—many a father, when he read of
those triumphs which amazed the world, was told those victories had
been gained by the blood of bis only son—many a frightful crima
hac been committed —many a property destroyed—many a family
bad been ruined, and sin, in every shape, had stained that nation,
from th. smallest which could afirct naukind to the most fearful,
which are seen sooner or Jater to draw down the vengeance of an
angry God (hear, hear). It had been sald that the time would
come when nations would understand that mar was not to be
benefitted by war—that the horrid custorn would be terminated, of
terminating natienal quarrels, by emplaying a number of men to
cut cach athers throats, leaving the quarsels quite rs undecided as
they were bofore—for war never decided any quarrel (cries of
‘¢ hear, hear”)—and if ever there was a nation which was entitled
to read a lecture to the nations of the earth upon the triumphang
wajesty of peaceful and virtuous wnen, it is that nation which
uumbers tive million teet s, that T am hege representing, and
whuse inoral triomph 1 af Jebrating— (cheers). He could not
sit down without congratulating hims<eif and his country, nay,
Europe and Christianity, that five millions of wen had discarded
their vices, and assumed the attitude and the power of virtue (heasr,
hear, and loud cheers); that, though the public house Was deserted,
the teinples of the Almizhty were filled.  Oh! the blessing of God
must be the recompense of the virtuous and majetic Irish nation
(great cheering).  'Thers was 2 man whose name was coupled with
the sentimeut he was about to give, aud whae was totally unknown
uutil within a fess manths, anless within the narrow circle whete
his relizious avocations called him, but wha had no more notion of
being mxde a public inan thau the jutunt of apringing at once into
full zrown manhoud—remarkable only for bis merkness, his chariry,
his modest elnquence in the pulpit, a preaching made more
powertully stiulating by the meritorious practice of his private



