
«THiE PRAarIOAL BEE.-K-EPER..

you sec that the becs are capping the
comb) it is time, to cxtract.

Raise one corner of the cloth and blowv
a little smoku on the becs whiclî will
cause thcm to run doivn ont of the way.
Then have ready another set of combs to
take the place of those yon are goiiîg to
take out. This will be convenient as
y ou will have to, go but once to a hive.
Place the full combs iii a comb basket
made flor that purpose, and if there
arc any scattering becs on the coinb,
brush tÏhon', off wvith a bée brush, and
take your frames to your hioney house
whcrc your extractor is.

Hold the honey knif'e in hot water s0
that it wvill flot stick to the comb when
uncapping. As fast as you uncap a
comI), place it in the extractor, and bu
sure to have aIl tue conîbs as near the
one weight as possible, in order that thé
extractor will run maWc easily.

If the honcy is nuw you wvill not require
to turn very faàt, a few turns wvill throw
ont aIl the hion'ey on one aide, then if your
extraetor is not of the reversible kind
you ivill have to tÙrn each comb so as to
throw thc honcy ont fromn the other side,
although when uncapping the comb both
sides should be uncapped at the sanie
time.

Proceed in like maniier with each hive.
If there is a good honcy flow you will have
te extract two or threc times per week;
unless you add another top hive.

I have always used full fraînes for
extracting ami by this method the brood
ncst is not distù.rbed. Tise queca ex-
cluder keeps the qucen from entcring the
top hive, and you will not beu bothercd
with any brood.

Another advanita(ge in this înethod is
that the different kinds of hîoncy -'at, bu
kept sciparated.

Thiecriininal judge miay bu a main of
few words, but he is not always a man

S of short, sextcnccs.-Philadeiýhia ]Re-
cord.

FORMIC ACID-

The greater part of apiculturists trou-
ble themselves but littie with the impor-

tance of the role which forinie acid .plays
in the econoîny of' the bees. If the pain
frorn the stin- did not remind - them
from time te 'time of its présence they
would b. led to ignore it completely.

F orii acid is, found inicertain plants
such as the nettie and the pinu and
cverywvlere iu the venom of becs,
ants, etc.

E very one knows that, if wo open a
hive, the becs raise their abdomen in tie
air, present thecir sting, and throwv out a
tiny drop of venom, a penetrating odor,
whieli induces siicczing, impregnates the
air-it is the, forinie acid, an extremely
volatile substance wvhich is the cause.
The wholec of the interior of the hive is
constantly irnpregnated witth it; this
fluid penetrates into tie comrbs, into the
wood and gives them tlîeir yellowisli
color.

Virgtrn combs, at first white as snow,
quickly take on this color, wvlen left
for somu tulle in the hive.

Flormic acid lias a very precious
quality; it is perh'aps the most po-e.er-
fui autiseptie knùwn. Tlianks to it
honey ma*v be preserved indefinitcly..

There has been found at Dresden, the
capital of Saxony, in the cellars of an
old house, well preserved honev whiclî
dates from the flfteenth century. Thanks
to formie acid, with whiclî the air of the
hive is constantly impregnated, the
combs, the pollen, the food of the larvae,
.ai e prescrved froin fermentinig. Mr. De
Planta relates an experiment of Profes-
sor Erlenmeyer at 1Munich "In a certain
qÜantity of beer in feu fermentation, a
smail qnantity of formie acid, well
dîluted in watcr, wvas placcd and the
fermentation was immediatcly arrestcd. "
It is only natural after tliis tliat apiculý
turists should say "if formie acicl is ain
antiseptieý powerful enough to, kill the.


