Glimpses of the Azores.
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. horizon, and to a
&8 height of between
‘4  seven and eight
hundred feet
above the sea, as-
suming the most
graceful and fantastic shapes
as they mingled with the white
feathery smoke and fell into
the sea beneath. At the end
of four days a crater was visi-
ble above the surface of the
sca, which is here about thirty
fathoms in depth, and after twenty-
nine more days of eruption a com-
plete island, about a mile in circum-
ference, had been formed, upon
which Captain Tillard and some of
his officers landed.  Sabrina sub-
sided almost as rapidly as it had
sprung up: for within a vear all
traces of it had disappeared, except
an extensive shoal, from which, to-
wards the end of February, 1812,
smoke was observed to issue forth,
Iut which has since then given no
similar evidence of its existence.
(n first leaving the town, our
road lay between high walls, sur-
rounding  the numerous  orange
gardens, for which St. Michael's is
so famous. It was market-day at
Ponta Delgada: and we saw many
preasants  coming  down in  their
varied costumes, some of the wo-
men dressed in white, and wear-
ing cloaks or capotes, which, al-
tiough they bhore a strong family
resemblance to one anothier, varied
shigitly in shape, according to the
islainds from which their wearers
came: the general appearance being
<something like that of the Maltese
= faldette.” . A few of the men
wore  very curious high-peaked
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caps, called * carapucas, of an old-
fashioned shape, with flaps. turned
up just like two horns.  We were
also greatly interested by seeing a
sheep harnessed to a small cart,
which he drew as well as any horse
could have done.

About noon we reached Ribeira
Grande, a little town of some pre-
tensions to importance, from the
hills above which we enjoved a
magnificent view all along the north
coast of the island right away to-
wards I’unta de Malagas.  Re-
suming our journey and mounting
steadily to a height of 2000 feet,
we reached the top of the pass, by
which time it was nearly if ant
quite dark, so that we could scarcely
distinguish the justlv-lauded view
of the valley of Las Furnas. of
which we had heard so much.
Sulphurous and other vapours of
every degree of pungency and den-
sity seemed to exwde from  the
carth in all directions.

Las Fumas scems to he the very
centre of natures hoiling-house ;
springs, of all sorts of mysterious
mixtures of varving temperatures,
bubbling and spurting forth from
the carth, sometimes with consider-
able foree, in all parts of the lovely



