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Che £irst Christian Wavtyr,

Makcit 8. ACTs VI §54-8; 8: 1-4.

Golden Zext, Rev 2: ro.

(X TEPITEN  bhad been draggel before the
, counul on a false charge of blasphemy,
foun ed upon either a mis-quotanion or m s-appre
h.naon of what he had said, Ch. 6: 14; as in the
case ot s Muster, Mark 140 s8. In reply he
makes a renarkably clever speech.  Tle shewed
that Maores who instituted the Jaw express'y warned
uc Jews that atonly forcshadowed a moie perfuct
arp uot 1 nthat was o tullow and that the same
prraties infhicted upon them for disobedience
nnght fal upon his hearers for rejecting the
M siah,  More he woul Lhave sud in the applica-
tion uf his theme but for the frenzied rage which
interrupted hum. V. 54, Zlese thin s—hisine
tistab.e arguments.  Cul f0 1he hear t—hierally,
“sawn asunder ™ They were mortified heyond
measure that not one ot thelearne:d council could
answer him.  Gsashes ugon him--an expression of
brwal hutred ani coatemp:, and of (h.ir owa disap
in ment. Vs 535 56 But hey &e.—The
E),vm_- presence produced in Stephen quit: an op-
posite etfect.  lic stands before them a pucture of
sub iine cumposure  Saw the gory of C d—with
the inn r eye of faith he beheld the beawfi: vision
Those who woud see God must *“lock up.”
Fosus stunaing—not st ting,as dsewhererepresented,
but 1n theat iude of eager interest, watching from
heaven the scere in that courcid chamber. V. §7.
Foigerng what was due to the diguity of the hig
cour., they were so mad that they could no: wait
the end of the tmal, Lut stopping tneir ears to shat
out Stephi:n's nnging words, and 10 drown the din
of thewr o vn vo..es, they rushed upoa him like 10
many demons, hustled him out of the council, and
had hum conveyed to the common place ¢t execu-
tion. 'V 8  What a remarkab e introdue wonas
this 10 lim who was to becume the grandest .-
si .nary tiie world ever saw, now aout thirty yeurs
of age and aman of cultur: ! Sauls part i thie
tran-action is regre:{ully v ferred to by himscf in
ch. 22. 200 V. 59  They stoned Stephren—the
prescribod mode of d-aling with Llasphemers, Lev.
24. 16, Calang uron God —1ather on “‘the Lori,"
N. V., for it was Jewus who is invoked.  Avcery
my spird: almost identical with Curst's pray.r,
Luke 23: 46. Sce alvo 2 Tim 1: 12. V., 60
Lay »or thr, sin—see Matt, 5: 44. and Luke 23:
34 LUl acdeep—This boautful imagery is a's.
us.d by Paul and inves's its derivative the “‘cem-
cery” ath a halo of hope and comfort. Qur
geparted frends do ne* dies they only sleep, 1
Tnes. 4: 13-14 ch. 8:4-4.  The persecution
ruised agamnst the church resulied nvhe martyidom
¢i nany othets, Jh. 22: 4, anl 26: 10, but was
ovaul.d for the furtherance of th: kingdom, for
white the apos 1s remamed at Jesusalem to defend
ani  c.nfum the n‘ant church many of the
brethren  were *‘scattered ”—not that they fled
frem :uRerng, but were the rather strengtheued by
itto obey the command, ** Go yeinto all the world,
& If we woulkd die the death of the righteow,,
we must be careful to live the righteous Lfe.

Simen the Sorcever.

ACTS VIII: 142§
Golden Text, Acts 8 2i.

APRIL &

EAD from v. 5. After the death of
A\ Stephen theaposties remained in Jerusalem,
vut many of the leading Christians left the city
agrceably to their Lord’s injuuction, Matt. 10: 23,
Ph:lip, the evangelist, one of the seven deacons,
went to Samana, the chief town in the district of
the same nume, about thirty miles north from
Jerusalem, where he preached the go-pel with great
success, wo'king many miracles.  ‘There was a fit-
ness in &is goiuyg rather than any of the apostles; (1)
because bung a ¢ Grecian,” or foreign Jew, he
would b sp.cually exposed ta persecut'on irom the
orthodox Jerusalem Puarisces,  (2), the fact of his
not | eing a native of Jerusalem would be in his
favour with the Sarmarians who kept up their o/d
ammosity against the Jews, Ju. 4:9. In the same
city was one Sumon Magus, a notable imposter, v.
9, wio had fur a long tiue deceived the pesple by
Ins magic arts, leading them to suppose that he was
dwvine y commissioned.  Struck with the power
which attended the preaching of Philip, gﬁnon
proicssed humself a convert and as such was bup-
1 zed, but as the s:quel shuws, without experien-
ciny “baptismal regencration.” V. 14, The news
of the revival reaching Jerusalem, Pe.er and John
were sent to Samaria—evidence that Peter was not
prnmate of the chuich, but on a par with the other
apostles, and Like them subject to the presbytery.
. 15.  The purpose of therr visit was to ascertain
the truth of the report and the ¢xtent of the move-
ment; a; overseers to give counsel and encouray :-
ment ; task for them the gift of the Holy Ghost,
lts emed necessary to gwve official countenance to
this work doue through the agency of one who wus
not an ordained apostle.  rayed for then—E.cn
the apostles couid only pray for the gift of the
ifoly Ghost. It was not thars t bestow. V. 17,
Laid ther hani son them—A :ymbolic act in toh .n
uf their delegated authority and juansdictioa, ch. 13
8. V.18,  S.monw’s muwtiye nuw appears to be
u terly wrong. e did n.tcare about receiving the
Holy Gho-t himself, but was amb tious to have the
honour of seem ngZ to be an apo tle. e could
make mmore money thus thur ty his necromancy,
and was wiliing to pay any price for the privicege.
The thought 'wnich 1 d to e proposal was as had
as the acf of offering the money. Thesource of all i
o the dearty Jero 17: 09, Mat ¥5: 19, Religzon
15 pot a mere matter of profossion. It regulites
the heart and the Life.  God searchzsthe heart, unid
.ealune can renew at, Ps 139:23 V. 22, A
pent and pa—There 15 no himit to Gd's
forgivingness, but 1t must be obtamned throuh
wepentarce and faith. V. 2} Pray s for me—
no s'gn of repentance, nor sense of «in, nor prayer
for forguneness, but a cowardly fear of owtward
punishment which he asks Peer to pray Gol 10
avert, V. 25.  Th: conditon of the mnatural
heart is described as ong of bondage  The prisoner
cannot loosen his own chains.  Another must o
that.  The gift of God, eternal life, can only be
obtained by faith in the Sonof God. Jn. 10:27,
28; Rom. 6: 23.



