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NIARC1i mg. Acîs vii: 54 -Si S- 1-4. 1APRIL i

Gollen ?ext, Rev -: ra.

~i'EPîîEN liad been clraggel befare the
Scoîîîîui1 on a fiake charge of biasphemy,

ftoLn e] Oipa i ei:hcr a inis-quotaiion or mn s-appîe
h .noag (.f \%;at hc liail said, Ch. 6: 14; ab i il the

ca-c t.î htý, MN ýsetr, Mai k 14: 53. In reply lie
makeb a re.narkabiy clever ýjîeech. île shewed
th-at Mluî-s miio iitstiitutet [lic i 1W expretssy warnicd
Li c Je%'-ý tii.t il 0fl9 forbhaîlowet a îr.oie perfct
ci-P uv, L i nthai IVIs t. uiluOV aund îh.t te saine
pt'-attcs inflictedl upun thîmn for îlisobedheîîce
iii.gii fa 1 u,;oll lit- licare rs for rejeting te
bM s iah. 'Mare lie woul I have s <ii iî tte applicîi-
tion tl bj., ilhene but (or the frenzied rage wiich
inierrupîrd hi-n. V. 54. 7Yeehi ýs-hi,; i rie
Libiab.. argtim-r.ts. C I o iie hea''-ieraliy,

-s.7Wii asuniler ", Tily were mîîiîîfied htcyoîîd
rneasure (1-at. not one ut ti e learne.i courtcil ciîuld
answtr hitn. (.nasze.t ié/o> hi',ii--an exi.-ressîcî'- of
bLutai hatred anmI cotîîenîp:*, and of th1ir ow;î disap1

.oi ment. Vs 5i, 56 Br.î le, &.T
1I)îvmn prcsence proiceti in Stephen <ju anioi
posite cileci. Ic standus btfore them a piodure of
sub imne Com1pourc .Sawi Me go y ef É; d- %vutîî
the inn r eye of faith lie bchtid the Lc:ai*fi.z vision
Those whu wou d see God nuý, " look up."

but in tU.e at i «de of enger iîulerest, %% aîchin fromn
ht-aven the scere in thaït couicil ckiambzr. V. 57.
Fo-geiiing wht mas <lue t.) te dîigtuîty of the htg
cour., uliey ivire so mad ihat tlity could no, Waitt
the end of the trial, Lut sbopp)ing tiieir ears Io shi
oui bttel '.î-:n'. tbnging word,., and Io drown the dlin
of thetir o vn vo.,.es, tiîey rushtd upo.î liii like ý,o
nsany demonsý, hustled liioi out of tIhe couicil, and
had hLm conveyed ta the cont mon place c I execu-
tijn. V 58 What a renii-lkabl e inîrodlue ion i,
tib 10 him who ivas to (cuit Liî gran<lest iiii,
si .nary thi ' ortd ever saw, now at,.ot îîity ye mts
of ege aiid a man of cultur: 1 Saut -, nart in tlii-
tran.action is regre:fully r ferred to b>' hîtmstif ini
ch. 22, 20. V. 59 T/jr>' s!aned Siepien-tlie
prescrthmid mode ef d1-al;ng vthiaphr rsLev.
24. 1 b. - r on G;ai--iahr (ta "the LortrI,"
N. v., for i wAa, Je-us %Vho, ii nvoktul. Â'-<civ
eny .i :alinosr. identic.tl ' ih Catst's pray. r,
Lùku 23 . 46. Ste aI-,(> 2 Tim 1: 12. V. 60
LY sOt 'h':, sin--- sec MNati. 5: 44. and Luke 23:
34. 1. il, aieep-'l his 1bautuful irnagcry is as-
u-,( by 1'aui and inves's lis dci ivattuve L(ie "«ccii-
e cry " iLh a halo of hiope an.l coilufort. Our
(Jtpartd fricnds do ni dde; îiîey only sleep, 1
'lile-S. 4- 13-14 ch. S. 1-4. Thle p)ersecumon
r..-tLd a-;ainst the church îe-sulced inilue inartid-uîn
(i n.auY Otheis, J1i. 22: 4, an 1 26. Io, buti was
cjviuiuli fr the furtherance of th,: kingdou, for
%vihue the apos 1-s remntd ai J(rîusalemn Lu cefeit<
acfi c .îiiirn the inlant cnurch rnany of thu
lrîîbiren itere -"scaiiercd "-tot that ihey fled
frcni ýuq érti" but wcra the rather ttrengthcîe1 lîy
il to ohey the cmmnrand, "G,> %'c int ail the wvorld,
&c.' If we mt u!d die tIL death of the rigiieou.,
m e must bc caxefut Io live the righteou.s lhfe.

,ýimen tut »,rcertr.
ACT% VIII: 14-25

Golden Text, Acis 8. 21.

SEAr) fromn v. 5. After the death of
At Sicplien thcaposîles remaiîîed in jertisaîem,

îîut iany of ui,- leadng Christians lefi the city
a.,,rteabJy lu tîteir Lord's itîluicîuoi, Matt. 10: 23.
'l'h p, lIe evangelist, one of the seven deacons,

wieit to Samnaria, the ch.ef towri in the district of
the samne nainue, about îhirty tuiles north from
jcusalzm, where lie preached the gopel wiih great
suceess, iwo'kLinýr many miracles. There 'vas a fi t-
ne.> iii his goitig railier titan any of the apostles; (t)
b)ecau..e lxîng a 'Greci-in," or foreigi Jew, lie
would b.! sp-ctally exposel t-a persecuton tromn the
urthcxdox jerusaiemn itiarià;ees. (2), the faci of his
<t I eing a native of jerusalein would be in bis
favour wîîh the Sarmaritans who kept up their o:d
animosity againt-t the Jews, Jn. 4: (). In the saine
City was one Simon Magus, a notible impo.ïter, v.
9, wtiia had for a long tiîie dectived the pecple Ity
lits iagic arts, leadiig thena to suppose that lie was
divine y commi3sioned. Struck with -the po 'ver
which attertded the jîreaching of Phili p, Simon
pro;.cbsedl Iiimmeif a corivert and as such was bip.
it zed, L'ut as the st quel; shows, without expenien.
Lin- ' 1bîptismai regei.ration." V. x4. Tne news

i)lie revival reachîng jerusalemn, Pcee and jolui
v-ere sent Lu Siamaria-evilence thàt Peter was liot
primate o! thîc chîut ch, but on a par with the other

isites, and like thein subjeci ta the preshytery.
V.[,5 . The purpose of thetr visit was bo asceriairs

the truth of the report and the cxtenî ofîthe miove-
mceit. a; overseers to gtve couniscI and encouragc-
mient ; L. ask for ttein the gifi of the Iloly Ghost.
it s emne i neccssary Lu give uffiLiai counitenance to
tItis wurk ditue thrtough Lhe agen<.y (Jf one who was
iîut au orîlained apostie. P'rayed for tie-n-Eýcr
tue tip istis cu;Xi oiily pr.îy for the gift nf tli-
i lly Ghobt. It was nuit thi.irs t )bestow. V. m7.
Lail ther han, soan l-ee-A: yaiboiie act in tol,-ii
,f Lhejr delegatcdl au'.liority ani j irtýdictioa, ch. L;-
S. V. 18. .S.moii's rtotive nawv appears Lu, be
u terly wrong. 1 le clii i n t care about receiving tite
1 iîîly Ghîî-t litimself, btut w-a- autb tious ln havc i fie
litînour (,f sten ing lu b_- ail apo dle. île coald
inakec more moiiey thu- th t.î 1 y hts necromancv,
<iiit Was WîHifi 10, pay any price for the privi-e,ýe.
ii: thooghi *snrich I I1 Lu ttCe propo)sai was as a

as the a'tu(f tui(rriig the motîey. Tfic source î(J ailti
ib 1.1 the h/ia>, Jtr. 17: 9; Mat. x5. 19. P"., ligiufl
<s flot a mnere inatter of poi-iî. IL regul tues
the lit art and thelife. Godt secarchcs the heart, il
. e alune caa renev i, Ils £39): 23 V. 22. l.u
petit and pta-There ii c-> lmit to G 5>5
1 . igivingness, but it miust bc obiîaîned thirou1
icpeniai ce and faith. V. 2-'è Pray>&J~ or toie-
iia s-gn <,À reptniance, nor sense of sin, nir jraer
for forgi'eness, but a cciwardily I car of outwaiA
punklunient wliich lie asks- Peter te> pray Goi s
nvert. V. 2 5. Thý condliior of the naturai
hina is dcscrihed as ont of iona'agc The prisonter
cannot loosen bis owt choins. Another mus.t do
tihat. 'lie gîft: (J God, eternal life, coin onî' tie
obtainid l'y faitua in thse Son of Go4. Jn. [0; z7,
28; Rom. 6. 23.

til-5t L114rWiait ý«'aVfUr.


