JEWISH MISSION.

ALEXANDRIA.

We have the pleasure of giving in this num-
ber the first half-yearly report by the Rev. J.
W. Yule of his lubours at this station, and we
are sure that it will be read withinuch interest
by all the friends of the Mission. We trust that
all will, by the perusal of it, be stirred up to
greater earnestness, and more fervent prayers
that God would arise and plead His own cause,
and thatsoonboth Jew and Gentile may beled
to embrace Christ Jesus as their Saviour as
He is freely offered in the Gospel,

The First Half-Yearly Report of Operations
connected with the Church of Scotland’s
Mission at Alexandria, Egypt, under the
direction of the Committee for the Conver-
sion of the Jews,

In presenting this Report to the Committee
it may be well to premise that, on entering on
the work, I proposed to myself its division into
three distinct branches of labour.

1st. Bythe establishment of schools,—the visi-
tations of families,—the distribution o~ Bibles
and tracts,—meeting with inquirers, aud other
general! missionary operation3,—to seck asa pri-
mary object the conversien of Isracl.

24. To afford, by the dispensation of ¢ word
and sacraments * in English, an opportunity of
worshipping God, accordiug to the simple dig-
nity of the Presbyterian form, to such residents
as may desire it.

34. By the preaching of the Gospel to, and the
visitation of, the secamen frequenting the har-
bour, to bring the means of grace within the
reach ofa class of men to whom nll are indebted,
but for whose spiritual welfare comparatively
fow care.

Although this was the scheme of labour 1aid
out, I regret that the first of these plans has for
o varicty of reasons been almost held in abey-
ance. Anewlanguageor rather new languages
have now to be acquired, for there scems to be
nocnd to the number of tongues spoken in Alex-
andna; teachers for schools have to be obtained,
and scveral other things are required before the
Jewush ficld can be properly entered on.

Three weeks ago I visited, in company with
a Jewish merchant, tho ¢ Excelso ¢ Reverendo
Sig. Rabbino M. Hazan,” as hic styles himselfin
Italan,—the cluef rabliin Egept.  Herecerved
us with urbanity, and. talked freely on every
point cxcept Christianity, the very mention of
which aroused his anger. Un the subjectof the
Jews' atdmission to the British Parlinment being
meationcd, he said, he thanked God for that, and
furthet told me that he had prepared o prayer
for the Queen of England which he hiad commen-
ded to be used in the several congregations un-
der his care. At the termination of the visitl
asked liberty to call again, which he granted,
and &lso gave me a copy of a ** Perovezione™in
Itatisn, which hic had delivered on the oceasion
of his installation into his present office.

The second plan of labour has been fully en-
tered o3, and with a most graufring measure
of suceess.

Shortly afterartiving here, I wasabletomake
arrangements for bolding service on the after-
noon of cach Lord's day in the Prussian chajwl,
which I hired for that purpose at a rent of L£12
prer aanum, and on the 29th of March the first
mecting for worship was held.

Hand-lillsannouncing the service were circu-
1ated dering the previous week, and a conside-
Table numier atiended.  Since then worship
hag been regalasly continued, and 2 steady couns
gregation has given ovideace that the preach-
ing of the Gospel bas been relished by them.

During the time there have been three bap-
tisms connected with the Mission: oze the child
of & coarert from Popesy.

THOE PRESBYTERIAN.

On September 12th the Lord's Supper wasdis-
pensed,—the number of communicants being
eleven.

In connexion with the congregation, I have
organised a munthly prayer wmeeting, which 1s
held in my house, and which, perhaps, 18 the
fira: and only thing of the kind in Egypt.

Our first meeting was held on the 9th June,
and our last gn the 12th inst. At the former
cighteen individunls were present, and at the
latter, tuenty-six,  Oue pleasing fenture of
these meetings is that every month the attend-
ance hus increased, and there dues scem to be
an interest felt in them by those who attend.
May we realise the influence of the Spirit in
them, and then the wall be productive of much
good !

There is another corner of the congregational
field which, as yet, lies almost untouched. I
refer 1o the engineers Jiving along the line of
the Suczrailway. I amanxious to make stated
visits 10 them, and I have procured liberty from
the Government to travel free, but, hitherto, it
has been quite out of my power to getat them.
I trust, however, shorily to makean endeavour
in that dircction.

The third departnent, or that belonging to
the harbour, has features of interest and cn-
couragement peculinr to itself, and is a field in
itself which would fully occupy the time of 2
missionars.

Some idea of the importance of the place may
be gathered from the fact that between eleven
and twelve thousand seamen, sailing under the
British flag, annually visit this port, bringing
imports to the amount of £1,301,181, and
carrying away cexports of the value of £1,85¢,-
§08. The total of all nations being,—imports
£2,850,983, and cxports £3,575,548.

Until my arrival little or nothing was done
consccutively for the spiritual instruction of
this vast number of sndividuals by any denom-
faaiion of pretessing Chnsuans. Uccasional
Bethiel services were held, but no umform
course of action was parsucd. W hile, however
«he Church slumbicred, the devit was awake
and busy in cmployuig ciery agency for the
ruin of men's souls.  Grog shops nud houscs of
infainy abound in Alexandria, and the keepers
of these employ “donkey-boys” 10 await “Jack”™
at the landing-places, and toallure ham to those
dens of iniquity.

Through the kindncss of Captain Ryrie, I was
able to ablain the use of the Margerel, a coal-
depot, belonging to Mcesers. Burns and Maciver
(the well-known skipping agents of Liverpool).
for the purpose of holding Brihel services, and
on March 21st I began the work.

Thirty-six persons were present, and I felt
much cncouraged nt making 50 good = begia-
aing.

Every Lord’s day since, with two cxceptions,
the services have been continucd, Rud, in ad-
dition, four week ¢vening services have been
held on as many vesscls Iying in the harbour.

As mightbe expected, the number in attend-
ance at these services has varied considerably.
Once or trvice it was as low as five or six, and
again there have beca about two hundred
present.

Reing Qeeply inpressed with the necessity of
wasking this depanment well, the idea accur-
ted 1o me of having a Seripiare reader to visit
the sailors during the week. By this arrange-
ment R considerable portion of my time would
be spaved for otlicr matiers, asd a larger agency
cmployed.

Accordingly at the conclnsion of ore of our
services in June ! made a statement of my
views on the matter, and recommended the
commeacement of & sabscription list, to defray
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the expenses connceted with the employment
of sach a person.

On the following day a book was put in
circulation, and the subscription begun; and
uuwn, 1 the course of four months, there hus
been collected the sum of £53, solely from the
captrins and crews of vesscls, for the above
object.

1t ought also to be mentioned here that
when wmy pulpit gown was stolen from the
chapel, the seamen, of their own accord, sub-
seribed £4, 5s., and seut it 1o me to buy a new
one.  The liberality thus displayed by thesons
of the acean is highly gratifying. Would that
they might all become partakers of the true
riches which are enduring!

Before conciuding this report, I wish to lay
a statement of the wants of the Mission before
the Commiittee, and through them, before the
members of the Church, in the hope that some
friend may be stirred up to remewmber this part
of the vineyard,

1 do most heartily rcjoice that our Church
was led to take up Egypt as = sphere of mis-
sionary labour; but it is, as yet, only the day
of small things. Why should we not attempt
greater things?  Why should we not establish
and sustain a Mission cqual to the openings
* hich present themselves?  And, secing that
various agencies are requireu, why should we
not have them in proportion 10 the demand.

1si. For the Jewish department, we want
teachers of English, Italian, Aralic, with the
necessary schocl requisites of books, maps, &c.

2d. Eor the English congregation, we wanta
more centrrl and comfortable place of worship
than we now possess.

3d4. For the harbonr we require an earnest,
devoted man,—a person who has been at sea
and otherwise qualified, would be preferable.

4th. T am in very great want of « large
supply of short, pithy, searc*ing tracts for cir-
culation.

I hnow that all these things require money;
but surely there are many i Scotland, possess-
cd of the means, who are ready to extend a
helping hand to us.

I would put in a special claim for aid in the
namc of the Bethel department in the hope
that the owners of vessels trading to this port,
and the merchants who amass wealth by com-
mercial transactions with this country, would
respond o it.

51k. Above and beyond all, we want prayer
on our behalf,  “ Brethren, pray for us.” We
have sorc trinls lo encounter—~trials to our
frith, to our paticnce, to our perseverance.
We are tried by the magnitude of the work, and
the insuflicicncy of the méans we posscss for
accomplishing it. We are tried by the per-
verseness and indifference of those among whom
we labour, and by the great difficulty ofpwaken-
ing them to the reality of eternal things. We
are tricd by the comparatively small measure
of snccess with which we meet.  # Brethren,
pray for ue” Pray that we may be kept from
the wnfluence of o worldly spitit.  Pray that
we may ncever lose that sensibility, which wo
cver ought to maintam, respecting the condi-
tion of uarencwed men.  Pray that wemay be
upheld in seasong of trinl, and preserved in the
timc of tempiation. Pray that we may be in
ward and deed, in charity, faith and purity
living cxamples to Jewsand Gentiles.  Finally
pray that in Egrpt the Church of our father-
land may be honound in bangisg many sons
and daughters to God.

J. . Yo

Arexexoria, Eovrr,
0c1., 28th, 1858.



