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mised them to us he is bgund o give
l!\em1 if we pray. “for them Y. pro-
mising,” says St. Auvustm, « God has
made kimselfa debtor.” De verb Dom.
ser. 2.

1t is necessary, then, to know thai
God has promised to hour our prayers,
and that we are commanded, under pain
of wortal sin, to pray. « Asn, and it
shall be given you.” Mat. vii. 7. ¢« We
ought always to pray.” Luec. xviii. 1.
These words, “ask,” “we ought
pray,” as St. Thomas teaches, {mply 2
grievous precept, which obliges us, dur-
ing our whole fives, but particularly
when we are in danger of death, or of
falling into mortal sin ; for, unless we
have recourse to God on these ocea-
sions, we shall be certainly conquered.
And'they who find that they have fallen
into mortal sin are guilty of a new sin, |
il they peglect to ask of God help to;
rise from their miscrable condition.
But you will ask. how can God hear
those whoin hie knows to be his ene-
mies; GCod hears sinnérs who pra¥y
for pardon with an “humble ¥earts for
it is wriften in the gospel, that ¢ evbry
Gae that asketh ‘receiveth.” Luc. xi.
10." The words « every ‘one” inclade

2lt; iehether Just ¢r unjust? by thivse
J¢0rds; God has “promised “to hear zli it

who pray to him, whether "théy arc
saints or sinners. Id another place God
says : ¥ Call upon me.....and ¥ witl de-j¢
liver thee” Ps. xlix. 15. Call upon
me and [ will deliver you from hell, to
which you have been condemncd.

On the day of judgmenrt there shall be
no excusc for those who die in sin. It
will be useless for them to say that they
had not strength to resist the tempta-
tion by which they were molested ; for
Jesus Christ shall answer: if you had
not strength, why did you not ask it?
if you had prayed for it, I should cer-

tainly bad givenitto you. And if you
had al*cad) fallen irto sin, why dl&
you not come t3 mé, and I would bave
freed you from it ?

If, dear reader, you wish to be saved,
and to preserve your ssul in the grace
of Cad, you must freguently beg of him
ta Leop his hand ever you. The Count
}cllm’ Trent has deciared (sess. 6. c. 18,

ean. 22} that, to persevere in the grace

of God, the cemmon help which he
gives to all, is not suficicut, but that a
special grace, which is obtained only
by prayer, is necessary. Hence, all
theologiens teach that every one i8
bound, under pain of moital sin, to
recommend himself often to God by aa-
king of him holy-perseverance, at leagt
once in the month. . And they who are
‘ewosed to many dangereus occasions
fare bound to pray more fiequently for
the grace of perseverance.

To obtain this grace, it is very useful
to cherish a particular devotion to the
mother of God," who 1s called the mo-
ther of peracxc rance. “They who have
j ot this spceial devotion” shall scarcely
"obtain the cift of perseverance. For
fSt. Bernard says that all graces, and
partzcu‘ar\) the gift of perseveranee,
which is the greatest of all, come to us.
through 'the hands of Mary.

O would to God that preachers were.
more careful to inculeate to the!rhe’ﬂ-

ers, the necessity of this great means
Lof prayer.  Althoush it is the duty of
i preachers to preach frequently on pray-
er, and in almcst-all their instructions
to exhort the faithful to the praetice of
it, there are some who, in the wholo
course of their Lenten sermons, scarce-
ly ever speak of prayer, except, pee-
haps, once or twice in a passing way.
They who are guilty of suck neglect of
duty, shall have to render a great ae
countto God. There are so many




