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lays hold upon aml prreades his class,

Thev are all affected in degree as he is
himself.  This specinlly the casoe in teaching
spivitual lessons.  The sineerity and inten-
sity of convieti n with which the truth is
held by the ‘Teacher, is in smine weasure
communicated to the pupils. Just as when
one string upon a harp or violin is made to
vibrate foreibly all the rest are moved in
spmpathy with 1t.  Thus it is that a hearty
burst of liughter carvies a whole hounseful
into n sinmnlar suateof mirth. A sudden rash
of anger from one heart quickly spreads
among hundreds. A piercing wail of sorrow
issuing frum a desolate broken heart often
moves to tears those it reaches.  When the
perfect man stoold by the grave of Lazrus
and saw the two sisters of the deceased sob-
bing with grief ‘*Jesus wept.” This is not
an incidental occurence, but an illustration
of the law of onr common humauity. The
call to strike and to resist oppression, uttered
by the leader in tones of determined cour-
age, has juspired a_whole army with the
spirit of victory. Thus all experience more
or less what is originated and propagaterd by
one. This same law, be it rememberel, is
true in relation to our intellectuaul activity
as well asour emotional nature. And as al-
ready hinted the depth and permanence of
the experience we cause others to have are
determined by the vividness and intensity
of our own mental activity., What [ meau
ie this, when in teaching you are so con-
trolled and absorbed by one overmastering
thought that all others are necessarily ex.
cluded, and the enti.eforee of your spiritual
nature is so concentrated upon it that youn
can truly say —¢*This one thing I do”—that
thought is sure to _become the mental pro.
perty of your pupil, to enter into his very
being. Thislaw acts to a gret exteut ir-
respective of the subject matter of what is
being taught. It may be Geography or
Go metry, Histary or the eterral verities of
Christianity. If the soul of the Teacher is
burning with intense concentrated eothu
siasm over the matter in hand, whatever it
may be, he will lay the truth thus appre.
hended upou the mind of his pupil with such
transfarming power as to throw him for the
time being into a precisely similar condition
to his own. When this is the case, success
is achieved —the work of teaching is really
done. But failing ro be thus borae aloug by
astrongly dominant purpose or thought,
which sheuld always be the ceutral or ruling
thoucht of the lesson in the case of the Sun-
dsay School Teacher, his work is largely lost,
and he but fecbly aud obscurely reappears in
his pupil. Deservedly so, too, because he is
lacking in one of the prime elements cssen-
tial to success.

(2) Our passive states of mind yrow wendk:
by repetition.—14 is necessary to explain and
lustrate this law and to show how it acts in
relation to the work of the ‘Teacher.

Passive stutes are those induced by im-
pressions made upoa us through our bodily
senses, and without any effort of will on onrr
part.  The more frequently they are expai.
enced without any active exertion of our
will-powey, the feebler they bechme.  For
example. We witness a spectuele of deep
distrcss and the impression made upon us
the first time i3 strong aud vivid, but we do
nothing, exercise no volition to relieva the
distress. Let this be rvepeated a sutficient
pumber of tunes and the impression becomes
so fecble as to be almost imperceptible.  Our
sengibilities are being slowly but surely dead-
enerd, or we are being hardened by the sight
of distress,

Take as another illustraticn—the case of
the medical student who enters the dissect-
ing room for the fiest time. The impression
made upoa himn by what be sees is deep and
startling. He is shocked, but let him con-
tinue his visits. and pursue his work, ic th:t
same place of ghastly sights forseveral years,
and the impressions made wpon him become
sn enfeebled by repetition that he .scarcely
regards his surroundings as in any senseab-
normal. You see the working of this law.
Louk at auother correlated law :

(3.) Our active mental states are strength-
cned by repetition.—Active states are those
into which we pass by volition by the ex-
ercise of our innate will power.

Look again at a case of ummistakable dis.
tress By adeliberatenct of will you overcome
a feeling of disclination to deal with it, and

_you put yonrself abont to afford relief. That

i3 to say by an act of resolute choice, you
turn to proper account the passive state ‘uto
which yoa have been thrown by the sight of
misery. You do so again. and again, ten,
fifteen, tweoty times. What is atlirmed is
that these repetitions give greater strength,
a larger measure of ability to grant relief—
such actions become easy and natural because
a habis of virtue is gradually formed in the
direction of henevolence, and thus you escape
the serious danger of personal deserioration
by haviug your feelings weakened and de-
stroyed through frequent appeals to them
without :orresponding action on your part.
It is under the action of these laws shat the
readers of sensational novels,and our theatre-
going population inflict irreparable mischief
upon themselves. ‘Their emoticnal nature
is stimulated to the last degree by exager-
ated representations of iinaginary woes over
which they weep in their boxes and on their
luxurious couches, while they do nothing to
relieve suffering humanity at their doors.




