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Putend accoging o Vet of e Pathameor of Canata, in the

No. 3. Vou L

Montreal, Wednesday, February 11, 1891.

Sear 1N LY 3 Miarar, &t the beparnauent of Agticulture

Five ents a vony
i
per anpum, in advanec,

232.00

MOTHER GRUM

PS' VALENTINE.

BY J. MACDONALD OXLEY.

SQPLD Mrs. Scadding was far frum bung pupu
lar with the young peuple of Tutenvale.
In the first place, she was very unattnictive
m appaarancg, bung small and bant of
figure, sour and wrinkled of countenance,
and always dressed in A cunous out of fshivned way
that scemed to emphasize, rather than conceeal her many
deficiencies.

Moreover she made no attempt to be agrecabl,
living quite alone i adittle cottage that stoud off frum
the main street with a bit of garden and lawn in front
she hept for the most part to hersdlf, having no fricnds
and aopuaring to need none. She did not even go to
church, in spitc of the minister’s futhful cfforts o per
suade her, giving him no Letter reasun for absanting
hersell than that folks could find thar way 1o Hoaven
Ly other roads as wellas through the charch dour, and
she preforred to worslup Gud in hier own house,

Of course su odd a charactar could not go long with-
out a4 nick name in a place that had as many bright
Luys as Intenvale, and »u it cae about that Mrs. Scadd
ing was batter known as ° Mother Grumps ™ than by
her right name. In fact the numbers were not few of
those whu hnew hicr unly by her nick nane and would
have been soredy at a luss as to huw to address her
rightly were they cadled upun o du su. . )

Not only did the Intervale young poople instinetivedy
dislike Mother Grumps' appuarance, and way of living,
Lut there was an open foud betwean the buys and her.
The little cottage 0 which she had Tived wmach lunger
than any of them rememberdd was situated in a broad
and quict section of the strect where they were wout to
gathier after school for games of budl, and other winuse
wents, and the nuise they nover fulud o nake had o
very arnitating cffect upon b, causing her to sally out
from tunc to time and scold than vigorously.

Now har tongue was sharp enough, bt it did net

sting as did the rud that seemed naver to be vut of her
hand at such umes, and many a Loy had fle it upon
his back when m purswt of the ball be ventur d tow
noar her cattage, and trespassed an bier beautitully hept
bit of lawn.

Al such trospassing Muther Grumps had strialy pro
hibited, and she tooh the Law into her onn latds as
regarded the enfurcing of the prohibition.  She «ven
went farthar than that, and on two distinct veeasions
confiscated u ball that one of the players, m lis ansicty
to mahe @ hume run, had batted dear over the fonee
inty the midst of her purple pansies.

The result of these struned rddations was that when
Valentinds day drew near, the buys, whose appetite for
mischicf had been Lrought to its heenest sate by the
rostraint ampused upon 1t dunng the winwr munths,
touk counsed tugether one dull cold afiernuon and de-
termined to get Gven with thar archenemy by sending
her such wvadentine ws would be a warning to her to
behave bitter in future.

Long and camnest were the dddiberations as to the
most ffective form which thus valentine should take, |
and sacredly was the seeret hept from the parents of
the plotters, and avanybody ddse who would be likdy to
interfere with thair dark dosign. Tommy Stubbs™ sug
gostion to buy the biggest and ugliest sheet valentine
with appropriate varses at Ream’s, the buohsdller, was
promptly voted down,  Something much more unginal
and gmpressive than that must be achicved.  Charlic
Hall's scheme was o dub their puchet muney  to
gether and bave @ Jack in the-Box prepared on a” vy
large suale, and then have it didivered by the apress
moessenger, carcfully tied up, sume of the boys pecping
i through the window o nute the offect when Mother
Grumips would uneapecungly open the package. The
boys were pleased with this 1dea, and would have
adopted it had not Sydney Tewis, a quiet, resenved



