THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, Marceh 3,

The weatier haes conthuaed mild this
week and spring trade has opened up
considerably in consequence. The (ull
tide will set in by Faster if the woeith.
er rewnies famorable Wholesals trade
Is fairly active as far as grorecies
aud  provisious are  concerned  and
clothing and loot and shoe travellers
are startimg out for fall and wintee or.
ders  Values  remain firm and  the
general wendeney of prices is stil up.
ward., Duilding operations will com.
wence  {n carnest i a  very short
time. Contraclors have heeun figariug
this week on &4 iamber of larg? jobs,
among them the rew Co IY UL station
and hotcl. From present ‘indications
all classes of Iator will be in good
demand at wages at least as nigaas
last vear. Lajiway traffic is Increas.
inge awd a lnrge number of prople have
e Prought in froar the cast and
south whe  contemplate settheg  in
the contry. Bauk clearings to Taais.
day were Sla 4,644 smaller than last
waeek, lat $64,005 Jarger than ayear
ago. Merzantile collections contiane
very slow and there are a godd many
raquests for renewals aud extensions.
interest rates are a little  easwer if
anything, and range from G to 3 per
vent at the banks according to nane.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Qaturday, March 31,
BUILDING MATERIAL.

Local winte brick is quoted at $11
jer thousand. Stonewall rubbdle stone
is quoted for spring delivery at $3.50
per cord, Stoucwall footlugs at $3.50:
Stony Mountain rubble 2t $54.00; white
lime at 20¢ poer bushel, and grey
lime Stony Mountain and ‘Tyadall at
1G¢ per bushel.

DRUGS.

The only change to note isa decline
of {e per outiee 0 tite price ¢f «ostitee.
Businesx is fairly active and the jgene.
eral tent of the market firm. Colan
tions are slow,

BOUTS AND SHOES

Withh the advent of Aprit 1. increased
wderest 1s biefgg shown in tius braveh
of trade  CTravellers are now makine
up ineir samples for the roxd—that is
those of thew who are not alreidy
Lut. g it pumber have not waited Lo
e first of April o start vut. Px:!cm‘.
are of conrse. hHirm. Iast season Liere
wis fome irrcgularity in the market.
S large manufaciurers haed e
st nof feathor laave el exhaustad
tought before the big mlvance in l{'l:ln.

"

ther. and they did  not lollow ]
teather mavket by sudvancing thelr

hots nad shoes in jwoportion. Their
stocks of leather har been exhinusted
el there is pow a general advance in
lesther govds for the new season. of
Shont D o 10 per cent as compared
with a year ago. lleavy leathess
have advanced proportionately more
than fiae stozk. conseguentiy, heavy
staple lince of bouls  aned shoes will
Jdpn o greater advance  thun fse
stock. Regarding styles for the new
se.an0ns the teudenoy s i the direction

THE COMMERCIAL

of a brawul, comfortaile shoe, for hoth
wen's seuld women's wer the marrow
toss which were on the wane fast yeny
arcroa cniively oug gag shoes promise
w0 bein favor  Luce shoes find consid
erabit favor for fine city trade, as
compred with bution houts. bat Ll
connirs belle still demoads o0 imtion
boutl fer her “Sunday™ pair.
1.
Thert is no <inuyge to note i urees,

vemaud contivnes womd el supnhes
plentiful We quote Whise-
fish, trozen, per pouud, 3 to 6 1-2¢;

pickerel. 331 2¢; pike. de; trout, 10
salmon. 12 1-Z¢, saimon, round cuts,
10¢:  halibut, 1le; salt whitefish, in
haifl barreis, $6.50; haddles, 7¢; salt
cod, 7¢ mackerel, [fresh, 13¢; fresh
erring, 20c¢; Labrador lherring, in
Jall harrels, S1.00, oyaters, standasds,
in bulk, $2.00; seloets, S2.25.
¥FUEL.

30cks Of wood in the ity are  now
quite Lirge and are eing anpmente)
overy cday.  Teaming is now etting
bhad, however. and the movement v il
prolably scon got down o supplying
actual  requirements.  Dealers  Jook
forward to a_ good spring irade s
the small traders will go out of busi.
ness nows that the snow is gone. Mild
weather has curtailed the Jdemand of
hoatinigg cotl to a large extent.  Itor
GULOLALIONY B¢ Prices curcest™ e,

GRREEN FRUITS.

Ail Kinds of green fruts hold  {irm
at quotations of last week., Some ex
ira fine apples arc bringing as nigh
ax 86 Lut the general range of prices
is from S350 to §3.3530 per barrel.
Wi guote leading lines ag follows: Cali.
fornia  navel  oranges, S425 per
cutre for regular sres -California seed-
lings, £5.50; California lemons, per box,
$hed, Messina lemons, 3:.73; bananas,
£5.00 w $3.50; Californin grapa fruit,
S50 per cuse; apgies, winter, S350
to $6.012 per barrel; Cape Cod eran
berries per barre), $3.00, cotoanuts,
per aczen, Ste, Greno' In walnuts, 150
Taragonan aimouds. iSe; filberts, 12
pranuts, gre, S, roasted 12¢, peecan
nls 13c per pound maple sugar, per
potnd  11ce. apple clder, 35¢ per gal-
lor I larrcly and ©alf bavrels; fruit
ciuer put up i 20 aad S0 gallon kegs,
par mulon, -i0c: Ualiforaia layer figs
I, 10 pound lLoxes, 31.40: new Sinyr-
nas it glov: boxcs, 32.00 ner dozen;
101, hoxes, $1 50 per Box. dates, Te per
o in 1Y cartons, 10e, houey e 1ab
giase Jars, per dozen jars, $2.30; Amen.
car red onlons, 3¢ per b, jam, m 7 1
natls, per dozea, $6.50, in jars, 4 1.2 por
dozen® fu barrels, per dozen, $2.235.

GIROCERIES.

A\ [air active trade has hicen  dogss
throughout the week, aud the jubinng
triude hae been looking ahead to the
summr daasuid fo- henvy wools. and
phicing orders for fresh supplics .o e
detiverud after the opening of naviga
tion. Collcetions continue slow. New
pack canned goxds will cost more this
Jearthan they did at the opening of
he 1894 senroi, The new pricns for
ture delivery of Ontario fraits  and
regetables show. for instance. an
advance of 10¢ per dozen on tomatoes
over the opeailng quotations of 1 yeay

ago  Rasplerries will cost acenrding
{0 the new quotali-ws about 3.5

e eage to lay down at Winnipeo.
v Lereas they are now Weing cegulir.
Iy so!d to the retall teade av from 81
1o X025, Canurd meats are firm and
likely to advance. as packers hase jut
prices up again  Coffee quatations re
main unchanged, bhut the marked s
very firm. Split peas have  advanerd
atout,  10¢ por sack o o

957

beps,  owlnge t  scarclty.  This
will  probably affect the price to
retailers at an ecavly date, Dried fruits
are firm and Yalencin raisins hecoaving
wery setree. Wholesale hounsey have
been borrowing from one another to
fill orders Tt Is oexpected that 52 35
will bee the Jowest price for layers
after tlhos week,  Woodenmw:are manu.
facturers have notified the trade that
Lerealter corks for syrup pails will be
clarged extra,  They have hitherto
been supplied with the pails. This
practically amounts to  a slight  ad.
vanee.  Spring orders for earluts of
sidt to be delivered after navigation
1¥ open have  been coming n freely.
Teas are very Nirm and recent pur-
clases of Indias show an advance of
T2 e b, Yow grade was ate
epeetlly affected by the advancing
tendencey of the market.
HARDWARE,

The trade has been rezently advised
o an advanemyg wndeney in the price
o7 harbed swire and the present quo-
tation of Je par 1b, fo.b., Winnipeg, is
Bkely 10 be exceeded shortly. There
seeme 1o be no prospeet of 2 let up in
prices this season $0 far. At the fac-
tories there has been an sudvanee of
abaut §1 per ton.  The present high
cost of wire wonld justify jobbers in
chargmg more than ¢ per Jb. here, but
#0 [ar no nction has boen taken looking
W au advance.  Buar iron appears to
contume very firm in price.  In fact
o castern mili-has refused to recelve
any more orders ad present prices nad
anather has notificd the trade of an
acvanee of 10c per 100 Ibs.  Now
stacks of shot shells are arriving and
show an advance of 15¢ per hundred.

RULEBER FOOTWEAR.

The first of April begins o  new
tensoie for boots and shoes, rubber
footwear, ete.  In the cass of rubber
footwear there has been it good deal
of gjcculation as to prices, but no
aupouncement will e made until April
1. AL the Canadian 1ubber shoe mana.
facturers are working in sympathy,
Ated all have agroed to maintan prices,
#o that there 1s not likely to be any
cutting of the new hst rates. 1t is
wadeistood that the new list of rub.
ber footwear will show an wdvauce of
abt 5 to T per cent. This does
rot mean, owever, that prices to the
trsude will e advanced ¢o tlus extent.
In fact, it is not coertain that there
will bhe any material advianee in the
cont of the gomds, as the discount to
e nven from the st will fix the
jwrteews. The fuerensc in the list price
witt cuable retaders, who =ell at list
vrices to make a Wedier profit on rub.
W footwear, providing the Jdiscount
is ircereased in proportion, which is
expected will be Jone.  The discount
te be given, howevar, will not e an.
nounceed until April I, and in fact
nmnsfacturers do not meet  until
Marel H1 to dertile it the diseaunt.

LUINMBER.

Au advanee of 25 to 30 sents wwill
Le arwir i Beitish Columbia tadch,
Cwing to the high prive of pine lath,
there Ias e an ineraased demand
for I'ritish Columlia Iath, and some
has  leen  coming this way.,  Cedar
shingles are lirm, at $2AH delivarad
at 5 cent  freight  rate points in
Manitolw, and tlere is rone talk of
a poseititlity of an advance daring
the present season.

PAINTS, OIS AXDL GLASS,

Propared patuts have beon advanced
this week by Winnipeg houses 10¢ per
llon.  This is duo ¥ the continued
stiffucss of raw  matcrinl. Turpen.
tine i8 also 1c per gallon dearer. Other



