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WINNIPEG, FEBRUARY 25, 1899.

Winnipeg Board of Trade.

A largely attended speclal general
meeting of the board of trade was
held in the boara room on ‘Tuesday
nfternoon. . .

At the outset the president of the
bzard, Mr. E. L. Drewry, In opening
the meeting took advantage of the op-
prtunity to thank the members of tho
ard for the honor they had con-
ferred on him by electing him to ths
[xsition he was occupying. He promis-
«d. as far as was in his power, to do
everything that lay in ns power to
advanco the interests of the <ity and
to justify the confldence they nad re-
posed in hun. Ie then stated that the
meeting was ealled for the purpose of
diceussing the Kettle River Valley
rallroad charter and as there was no
motion before the board he threw tho
meeting open for the discussion of the
subject. t

Some confusion was created at first
by tho members being undecided as to
how the subject should be introduced,
bat Mr. . . Whitla f{inully woved,
seeondee by JMr. D. W. Bole, that

“Whereas it is probable that an ap-
plication will again be made at the
coming session of the Dominion parlia-
ment for a charter for the Kettle Riv-
er Valley Railway company, which,
if granted. will divert the trade of the
Poundary Creek district of British
Columbin into the United States. And
whereas the avowed purpose of the
large grant of public money in aid of
the Crow’s Nest Pass rallwny was to
conserve the trade of Southern Brit-
ish Columbin for Canada. be it, there~
fore, resolved that this board re-af-
firms the resolution of its council upon
this subject. passed at its meeting on
Mareh 1S, 1898, which fead as follows:

‘Whereas  thir  meeting understands
that the Q. P, R. Co. and Kettle River
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Valley company are both proposing to
coustruct ruaflroads luto tue Boundary
Qreek dlstrict, B, G .

And wherens [t 18 the opinion of this
meeting that the coustruction of a rafl-
wiy by the Canadlan Iacific Railway
company will result fu consorving the
trade of snid district. for Canada.

And wherens 1t {8 ovident that no
nuttter for what purpvse it is urged
that the Kettle River Valley company'’s
Hue fs to be built, the result would be
the taking of ores from Boundary Oreok
distric. to Northport or Spokane, U. S.,
for smelting, and also In supplies being
taken from the Unltod States to Cana.
dian territory.

Be it resolved that this meeting recom.
mend that, provided the Canadiunn Paci.
fic Itailway company {8 prepared to
construct a line covering vractically the
same ground as that of the IKettlo River
Valley Co’s road (but unot eunteriug
American territory) and on  the same
terms as to ald, time of building and ot
Government control as to rates, the
Canadian Pacitic Raflway Co. be given
the preference over the proposed Kettle
River Valley Rajlway Co.™

Tho mover and seconder ably sup-
ported their motion, but it vecame
evldent at an early stage in the meet-
ing that the consensus of opinton was
strongly against the motion. Vigorous
specches were made agalnst _the mo-
tion by A. Strang, A. B Bethuae,
John NRussell, J. H. Ashdown, R, L.
Richardson, R. . Jameson, and’.J. H.
Brock, while A. M. Nanton and J. B,
Somerset spoke briefly in favor of
the motion. TFinally, after the most
heated debate whichh has occurred in
the becand of trade for many a day,
the fcllowing amendment, moved by JA.
Strarg and scconded by John Russell,
was carrfed by a large majority:

“That whereas tl:' Yoard at the
time of the disallows ice of Manitoba
rallway charters, took strong grounds
against such actfon and interference
and advocated freedom in railway
building and opposed interference from
outsiders in the purely local affairs
of the province.

“And whereas this railway is local
to the province of British Columbia,
this board considers that it should
not in any way interfere to prevent
the fullest and most free development
of that province by opposing free rail-
way intercourse of that province with
the adjolning states at whatever
point may be found advantageous to
the said province.

“Therefore this board desires to be
placed on record as strongly in favor
of granting a charter to this rajl
way. particularly as it is proposed to
build the road without any aid from
the public.”

Business at Vancouver.

Vancouver, Feb. 20.—Provigion mer-
chants report a practically unchanged
market last week, the only items  of
interest being the conslgnmoent of San
Frazjcisco grass butter to the Victoria
market which sold retnil at 65¢, and
the heavy cous ent of a splendid
lot of Washington ranch eggs which
were jobbed at 24 cents. The price
of eges is much lower, and from  this
out eggs will be a cheaper commodity,
as mild weathor has set in in British
Columbin, and the ranchers are becom-
tiigr heavy producers. Potatoes are
hecoming very stiff in price. It s
impossible to secure Asheroft pota-
toes. Naval ommiﬁs are & trifie choap-
cr. Business continues very good. The
hujlding boom continues in Vancouver.
Sarh aud door factories cannot Ve
gin to fill orders, and two new brick-
yards are being established. Businers
premises  continue at a high premium
for rentals. A large mumber of Van-

705

couver citizeus, including the mayor
wied eouncil, the trades snd lubor coun-
¢il, and all residents of the west ond,
are lndiguapt ot the actlon of the
Canadian govermment in leasing Dead
Mun’s islnnd—a picturesque adjunct to
Stanley park property—to a Chicago
livm 1or the purpoge of erecting wsuw
mili thereon. “whose in the oxtrems
eapt, who are not so much affected by
this desceration of Vancouvers beau-
tiful preserve, reler to the fact that
800 men are to be employed in the
mill swhich will be a great advantage
to Vancouver, The mayor and coun-
cil are indlgnant, as the city were
themselves trying to secure the island
to prevent a cousummation of the
very thing that has happened. The
bulider ot the mill is Mr. Ludgate,
formerly of Yetcrboro, Ont. He is
backed by the First National bank,
of Chleago, the Ross-McLaren mlil,
which has been idle for years, is also
bejng repaired for active service. A
syrup refinery which will handle the
sugar of the British Columbia refin-
ery, will start operations in twenty
duys. ‘The Australian steamships are
to be replaced by much larger and
more modernly constructed steamships
as the present ships cannot handle the
trade. More frelght boats are belng
put on between Vancouver and Vie-
torin. These and other indications,
point to the promise that the danger
frojn too rapld increase in the city's
population will be at leagt in a invge
meagure modified.

Teas Very Strong.

Tees & Persse, wholesale brokers,
VWinnipeg, have recelved advices from
Dodwel), Carlils & Co., Colombo, Ceylon,
regarding the tea market. When the
good qualjity of the 1898 crop be-
came known by buyers, prices firmed
up from the low level established in
June last, and prices kad an upward
tendency for some time. The demand
has been large. even to the extent
of being in excess of the supply at
Colombo, while the extension of the
industry of tea production has been
chccked by the unprofitable naturo
of the business for many of the tea
planters. *

A later report of Dodwell, Carlis!
& Co. say: “Our market Is very
strong and the demand is active from
all places. How long this is going to
lust of course we cannot sny, but at
the same time wo candidly believe
that the supplies of Ceylon and In-
dian teas, combined, are short of re-
quirements, and it beboves all hold-
ors of teas to be stiffer in their
ideas.”

Writing to Tees & Persse a few
days later, dated Colombo, Jan. 17,
Dodwell, Carlill & Co. say: *“Without
wishing to appear sanguine we earn-
estly believe ourselves that a more
favorable opportunity for the pur-
chase of tea has not occurred for a
considerable period. We believe that
the time has arrived when consump-
tion has overtaken production. Sup-
plies from India are very little in
excess of last year; our production is
progressing but very moderately. tho
gardens at the moment are waking
no Increase and from everywhere, in-
cluding London, we hear that deliv-
erles are heavy.” .

Blnck—“Y hear that Jones has left
the banki”

White—"Yes; and from what I
heard that was all he did leave,”



