The railway Dbill proves to be o
sort of double barrelled measure, deal-
iIng sp it does with two apparently
distinet propositions, though both aro
controlled by the sanc persons. The
flrst proposal 18 to guaranteo the
principal and Interest of tho first
mortgage bonds, to the amount of
$8,007 per mile, at four per cent., tor
n road from Sifton station, a point on
the Dauphin rallway, v a point on
the Saskatchewan river. The Lake
Manitoba Railway and Canal Co. (theo
Dauphin rcad) is to receive this guar-
antee. The proposed rond will really
ba an extension of the Dauphin road
to tho North Saskatchewan river. A
portion of this road will extend beyond
tho worthern boundary of Aanitoba,
onaG for every mile so extending beyond
the province, the government is to be
given 2,133 acres of land, in Manitoba,
as securlty for the payment by the
compaby of the obligation guaranteed
by tho government. The governmont
fs further to receive 256,000 acres of
land, on account of aid granted the
Hudson Bay rallway some yeaxs ago.
It will be understood by this that the
Lake Manitoba Railway and Canal
company now coutrols the Iludson Bay
charter, and In view of the al@ now
granted by the government, the prov-
inee is bo be recoupad for ity outlay
in connection with the Hudson Bay
road. Through a Dblunder at the
time this aid was granted, tho prov-
ince did not receiva the security wh ch
it was intended it should have receiv-
! an account of this aid. Tha com-
pay is to further receivo exemption
from taxation upon its property f{or
thirty years. The length of the pro-
posed extension is about 140 miles.

Of course n great deal wi.l be made
of this proposed extemsion of the Dou-
phin road to the Saskatchewan river,
as 2 big luk in a road to Hudson
Bay. To this extent the proposed
road may be valuable for politicayl
campaign purposes. The company
which Is to construct this rallway al-
ready has o heavy laud grant from
the Dominion besides a mail subsidy
of $80,000 per year, $:40,000 of which
has been earned by the construction
ol the Dauphin road, and the remain-
ing $40,000 when the road is ex-
tended © to  the Saskatchewan river.
This added to the guarantee from the
Manitoba  government, and exemp-
tion from taxation, gives it a protty
good thing. Whether or not the road
will be éxtended to Hudson Bay, is
a matter the future will decide. At
present it cannot be considered asa
feature of the bargain. The best that
can be eaid is, that for a portion of
the #istance the road will develop a
good fie- ~ultural region.

The second part of the rallway bill
provides for the same awmouut of aid
o the Winnipeg and Southeastern
railway, for a road from Winnipeg to
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w point at or about the Lake of the
Woods. The important feature of
this rowl 18, that it Is expected to be-
como a part of & through line to Lake
Superlor. The unfortunate thing abont
the _measure, however, i3 that the
govermment has no guarantce that
it will ever beeope o through line,
and further there Is no guarantec as
to rates should 1t becomer a through
line. TFor n long thnme back the peo-
ple of Manitobn have been kept In
suspense by rumors that the govern-
ment hivd an important ratlway on-
terpriso in hand, by whiclt the prov-
ince wag to sceurs a competing lne
to Lake Superior, with guarantees
of great reductions in frelght rates.
1t was even aileged that o rate of
ten cents per bushel on wheat had
been sccured.  The measure has
been presented to the legislature and
adopted, but the provinee receives
nothing by this bill but o local road
thirough the muskeg and ro:zky coun-
try lying east of the I.ake of the
Woods. The members of the legisia-
ture may have great faith in the uiti-
muate extension of the line to Lake
Superior, with guaranlecs of freight
rates to be secured in the future, but

the actual fact as  the cnse
stands  at present, s, that
the proviace has assumad a  heavy

lianbllity without securing any guar-
antee either as to the extension of the
road or reduction of through rates.
The only guarantee the province se-
cures, applies to freight rates on cord-
wood and sawlogs. Te rate ou logs
{s not to exceed $2.50 per thousand
feet fromm the Lake of the Woods to
Winnipeg. On cordwool the rate is
not to exceed 20-2 centy per 100 lbs.
Tor 25 miless, for 50 miles or l.ss 3
cents, for 75, mlles or less 31-2
cents and for 100 miles . cents. It
is questionadble if the guarantees se-
cured are worth the heavy dbligation
assumed by the province in this mat-
ter. Besides, it would appear that by
giving this aid without securing any
guarantees eitlier as to the extension
of the line to Lake Superior or regard-
ing through freight rates, the prov-
iuce is really throwing asvay any op-
portunity which the government may
have had $o secure any such guaran-
tees. The promoters of this road will
prove themselves very different from
the general run of humanity, if they
come meekly to the government and
give a guarantee of freight rates,
after tliey have pocketed the provin-
cial aid. This whole rallway business
has been bound up in the popular mind
with the beliel that a great reduc-
tion in thirough freights to Lake Sup-
erior was to be secured. Not only is
there no such guarantee as to freight
rates, but there is no guarantee that
the road will be anything more than
w local line to the Lake of the Woods.
Tho whole thing seems t¢ be a most
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dismal failure and a totial collapse of
the high hopes whiclh have been built
up by the rumory of o through line
and low rates to Lako Sweerior. It
would appear that tho .province has
simply thrown anvay Its case in a
most unbusinesslike way, at the very
beginning  of negotiations in  this
matter.  The road may be of some
value by reducing the price of wood
fuel in Winnipeg, and if it leads to the
establishment of a large lumber in-
dustry here, it will add very material-
Iy to the prosperity of the country.
The great central poiut in the mat-
ter, liowever, was low rates to Lake
Superior, but ae regards this there s
slmply nothing in it. If the road is to
be simply a local line to the Lake of
the Woods, it should be considered on
its merit as such. If it ig expected to
become a through route to Lake Sup-
erlor, which Is to bring great reduc-
tiong in freight rates, the time to give
the aid would bY» when the com-
pany Is in a position to give the nec-
essary guarantecs. By givag the ald
In advance the province has simply
lost the opportunity of securing a
guaraniee of rates, in case this road
ever becomes a through line.

Successtul Manitoba $farmers.

W and J. Fulton are successful farn-
ers of the Portage la Pralrie dis-
trict of Aanitoba—the famous Port-

age Plalns’ country. ‘They came from
Scotiland originally and sottled in Ogn-
wrw, moving to Manitoba in  1873.
Mr. W. Fulton siid to a representa-
tive of the Portage la Prairie Libernl;
“We had about $1,000 when we came
here, but everything *vas so high that
the money did not go Jfar in making
o, gtart. We first bullt a lhouso in
the village, to live in until waq vould
gob some improvements made on our
Jand.  As to the priee of building ma-
terial, I will just quote a few. Rough
bonrds were then $40 per 1,000; floor-
ing and siding, $50; shingles, $8; nalls,
$18 per 100 Ibs. These were the
prices In Winnipeg, and the freight
by wagon to Portage was one-half as
much more. Weo bought two yoke of
oxon, for which we paid $180 per yoke;
two breaking plows, at $40 cach; one
wagon, $80, a small stove was $50;
and as for furniture, we had to make
i8 ourselves, as there were no house
furnishingy shops in the province at
that time. Tho firgt year we broke
and_backsot twenty acres of prairie
land ang put in wheat. The next
spring, the second year, we broke an
additional thirty acres, and harvest-
cd what we hall in crop, and; it was
very @ood. On the 17th of July,
1874, the grasshoppers came in alouds
from the southwest, and overspread
the wholo face of the country. They
injured the crop to such an extent
that the yield was about twenvy
hushels per acre. ' The scason of 1875
was the year of the great grasshopper
plague. The eggs deposited in  the
ground the previous year commenced
to hinteh out abovt the 24th of May,
and in & month the whole country
was «covered witdl: them.

Very littlo grain was raised that
Year. These were Manitoba’s dark-
est days. Hundreds were so discour-
aged that they left for other parts,




