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HANDLING THE GRAIN.

re has been much talk about
rospect of & grain blockade again
season. It 18 perhaps natural,
after the experience of last year
er trouble of 4 similar nature
4 be looker for with this crop.
while we have even a larger
ity of grain In sight now than
21 & year ago, it does not fol-
hat the same conditions should
prevall. Much of course de-
upon the weather every season,

ndling the grain crop. The un-
able weather of the first six
of the shipping season last

had a great deal to do with the
le experienced later. The mov-
of the grain was greatly retard-
rains  with the result that
half the short shipping season
the close of navigation was
This year we may be favored
better weather. At any rate, o

ment has taken place within the
in our grain handling and stor-
facilities. Commencing at the
we may take it for granted
many farmers who were last
unable to market their grain as
ly as they wished to, and had not
storage at home for their
have since provided themsel-
th proper bulldings for the rtor-
f their graln. If the farmers

mass of wheat upon the market

we had an elevator system,
storage capacity has kept on
ly increasing.  Without our
y elevators we would certainly
a helpless condition. In fact
t the elevators at primary mar-
¢ could never have become a
producing country. To-day we
the best and most complete

The last point is the ability of the
railways to move the crop. The most
Important feature In this connection is
the quantity of wheat which can be
moved out before the close of naviga-
tion.  With favorable weather for
threshing, an immense quantity of
wheat will be passed over to the rail-
ways for shipment before the close of
navigation. Undoubtedly the rail-
ways will be able to move the grain
much faster than they did last year.
They have known the requirements
of the situation and have had a whole
year to prepare to meet them. We
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mophesied as a result of the Imposi-
tion of the embargo on the exporta-
tion of logs. We weie told that Cana-
clan trade would be destroyed by re-
tallation on the part of the United
States. But It has not worked that
way. The United States has even
submitted to our British preferential
tariff without undertaking to entirely
quash Canadian trade. The only dif-
ference perceptible In che conduct of
our neighbors to the south is that
they¥ appear a little more anxious
than they formally were to cultivate
friendly trade relationship with this
country, If we just keep on In this
direction, we may eventually have a
commission from Washington visiting
Ottawa for the purpose of seeking a
more liberal trade arrangement with
us. However, the Commercial is not
advccating more protection, much less
anything In the way of reprisal against
the high tariff tax which our neigh-
bors impose on imports from Canada.
But to return to the subject of the
exportation of saw logs it Is announc-
ed that anothe big sawmill is to be
moved from the State of Michigan to

MANITOBA FARM HOMES—Re

nce of Harry Dundass.

have the assurance of the rallway of-
ficlals that they are ready and fully
equipped for the enormous task which
lies before them,

Then we are better off than last
year in the fact that we have two
direct lines to our own lake ports, while
last year we had only one. True,
we had a line to Duluth last year, but
that was a combination of two rall-
way systems—the Canadian Northern
Rallway and the Northern Pacific. The
latter road had its own heavy traffic
from fts lines In North Dakota and
Minnesota to care for, and this nec-
essarily detracted from its ability to
handle the graln passed over to it by
the Canadian line. Now that the
Canadian Northern Railway h its
own line open to the lake and is Inde-
pendent of any other connecting road,
it should be able to handle all the
grain tributary to Its system without
any serious delays.

Summing up te situation, The Com-
mercial sees no reason to worry over
the prospect of a grain blockade such
as we had lasi year. Car shortage
and some delays of that nature we
must always have during the great
rush of a heavy crop to market. It
would be unreasonable to expect other-
wise,

MANUFACTURING AT HOME, i

One form of protection that appears
to be working out to the advantage
of Canada is the export tax on saw

‘cultivation required for the succes

‘anada. These saw mills formerly
operated on Canadlan logs, but now
they are moving over here to manufac-
ture lumber. Thus we are recelving
the benefit to be derived from the
working up of the raw material at
home, instead of exporting it in the
raw state as formerly.

A NEW SUGAK INDUSTRY.

According to a report from Leth-
bridge, the proposed beet sugar in-
dustry near that place is to be pushed
forward. Some enterprising settlers
at Raymond, in that district, have
been experimenting for the past year
or two with sugar beets, evidently with
satisfactory results, for we are now
told that a commencement has been
made toward erecting the buildings.
The plant, it is sald, will cost half a
million dollars. It has been rumored
that one of the great sugar kings of
the continent has an interest in this
enterprise, but that is a matter of
doubt. The establishment of a
successful beet industry in the west
will be a great thing for that district.
One point worthy of attention In re-
ferring to this proposed industry is the
fact that it is being established in the
range country. This has been made
prssible by means of irrigation. This
is & great transition from a range
country to the intensified methods of

ful growing of the sugar beet. On
the one hand it required thousands of

handling system In the world, logs. All sorts of dire results were acres of the natural prairie land to
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supply forage for the caffle of a single
rancher,  The same land under frei-
gation, will supply work for more peo-
ple, In cuitivating the soll, than the
number of cattle it would supply sus-

tenance for in its natural state. The
cultivation of the sugar beet is done
largely by hand labor. The area of

crop necessary to provide raw material
for a factory will give employment to
a large number of persons. Thus a re-
glon which iIn Its natural state pro-
vided employment for one or two cow-
boys, will under irrigation afford the
means of sustaining a large commun-
ity.

The Commercial has recelved copy
for an advertisement for a German
state lottery with instructions to in-
sert the same. The Commerclal Is
not advertising lotterles or other sim-
ilar gambling Institutions, no matter
whether they are state or private en-
terprises. Lottery swindlers and de-
bauches will have to look for some
other medium through which to ad-
vertise their nefarious business.

Visiting the West.

Among_the visitors to the city this
week is Mr. Jos. B. Learmont, of the
wholesale hardware house of Caver-
, Learmont & Co., Montreal. This
is Mr. Learmont's first visit to the
West, and he expressed himself to I'he
Commerelal as much pleased with the
progress that has been made here in
leveloping the country. He was im-
pressed with the fact that this sub-
stantinlly-bullt city was the result of
twenty or twenty-five years' labor
#nd based largely on th production of
wheat.  Another feat're which im-
pressed him much wis the extensive
banking facilities of the city. The
number of banks and the fine bank
buildines indicated thiat the financial
institutions were doing a large busi-
ness, Winnipeg had o rtainly splen-
did facilities for obt.aning money, Mr.
earmont spoke ¢. the fine buildings
which had been erected, and of the
street improvements, etc., which were
word for a young city, but he thought
thers must be something defective in
our sewer system, judging from the
unplensant odor arising from the sew-
ers. While Winnipeg had the name of
beine a healthy city, he would be
afraid that the condition which would
produce this unpleasant odor might
be productive of disease.

Mr. Learmont expected to start this
week for a trip through the west as
far as the coast, visiting Vancouver,
Victorla and possibly = few other of
the more important points. While the
object of the trip is pleasure and to
sain some knowledge of the great
western portion of our Dominfon, he
will call upon business friends as op-
portunity mav occur.

The firm of Caverhill, Learmont &
Is one of the largest and best
known hardware houses in Canada.
Their business extends all over the
Dominfon, from Hallfax to the distant
Vukon. In the west thelr trade has
been growine rapidly. The opening of
A fine samvle room and storage ware-
house In Winnines within the past
year or two indicates the growth of
the firni's business interests here.

August Fire 'Losses.

The statistios of the fire losses for
the month of August furnish the plea
inw intelligence that there was a de-
cided decrease the value of pro-
verly destroyed by fire, The total loss
in the United States and Canada for
the month aggregated only $7,425,000,
being the minimum for a long time.
In August, 1001, the loss by fire was
$8,434,000, abnormally small, but not
s0 small by nearly a mllllnn dollar
in Augu gust, 1000, the
fire |Ml wnl $10. The smallest
monthly loss herefofore during the
oregent year was in July—$§10.028 000,
The largest was In F‘ehru-ry—ﬂl 010.-

. This year's fire loss 80 far has
amounted to $104,550,400, while in the
first eleht mnnlhl of last year the loss
0, and in the like period

‘There have been more than the usual
number of fires in threshing outfits so
far this season, owing probably to the
}\I(h winds which have prevalled late-
.




