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HAS THE CHURCII OPPOSED PROGRESS AND

CIVILIZAION?

Is it true that tho Catholie Cliutrclî le the cncinly of pro-
grcss aîîd civ'ilizatioiî? If you muait by progrcss Divorce,
Polygaîny. Sects, Socialisni, &c., ýes .stîcli tlîiîgs are it
tho outcoîno of Cîîtholic teaclinig. If ýou meuci by pirogress
that continuions advance iii tho foats of tho humin iiia,
whlether iii the relgions of the purely inteliectîjal, or iii the
practical applications of thoughit in the inatorial, world, the
Churcla lias iîet been the eneiny, but the best frioiid aiîd
guide iii this world's marcli te the higlîcat ascents of progress.
Tito mission of tho Clitirel is te teach trifflis of the super-
natural ordor, but as truthes in this natural order are frein God,
as Weil, tho trtiths iii both orders wiIl not centradiot or do-
stroy each oQlior, timouli havmng différenît spheres. Ont the
contrary thoy vi1I boe a natural nid to cadi otlor. llonco
tîmo Clîurch always interested liciself iu tha glory wvhiclî re-
sulted to religion froin bcing the fostor niollher and patronoss
cf lcîilîing alld science.

It will iîot be donlied that iiero was initellectual progrese
before Luthor prtacliod. iii Wittenberg, ana the wvorld owed
it to the Catmolio Chutrcli. If Gtuttenbiîrg ha waited for
seventy ycars longer beforo inventing tlicprinting press, iuid
prititing the Bible ; if Columbus Il ad (lelayed thirty more
ycars before discovcring Anierica ; wlat loqument oratiomis WCo
would have ont the glories of time fleforniation, wvhiei wcmmld
have given us the printing pr-es, snatclicd the Bible freint
nionmistic colis, and sprend iL tlmrouglî tie world, and inspircd
Columubus te sait boldly ont the broad ocean in scarch cf a
ncw continent. IL is nio wonder timat the world lias miade
sucli gigantic loaps iii tic rond of progross siîîce the iniveni-
tion ot printinz. Thîis pro gress ia falsely attributcdl to the
Reforixiation, wlien, iii filet, iL is dite te time ricli auid vîîricd
treasures ef the past, the fruits of tie patient toit of Lie
clergy of tie Catholic Clitircla for ciglit udrycs.Wlint
culture and progrcss Protestant contries have sliown silice
the luthi century followed as tîme iatural conscquciice of Uic
activity amid discoveries of formner periods.

tt was the Catmoîju Clînrel tliat fouudcld aIl Ltme gi-caL uni-
v'crsities of Europe ana estitblisaed the first free sehool for
the people. If the Churicli we're Lue fricad of mental dlari-
muess site ha the golden opîîortunity during tic âMiddle Ages
to display lier spirit aiîd semtter te the winds thc sources cf
eligiitenmnent ulilii site alone o)ssCsd. What dlid site (Io?
The aiîswer shmunta forever silenco lier calimimniators. Site
gathercd up uvithl oving cure, beneatli tie telds of lier unaltie,
Lue literary treastires of Ltie past, îîet only tic sacred Scrîp.
turcs axmd tue writing-s of lier owîi doctors, but aIl Limat site
coula find cf tli monuments cf profane leîmrnimig front Grecce
alla Renie. Site appointcd lier inonastpries te bc the deoes-
itaries of lier treasure, and coiniiissiomod lier unionks to guard
thei, aîid by their pens te perpetuate tiin. Wliat tinie wvas
net spent in prayer, the imoniks spent tcaclmiig thc bai-ban-
ans agricultitre, and copying maiiuscripts for the bonofit ef
generatiens yet unborn. Tite C!murcm set te werk te dissipate
the darkncss tlîat liait scttled on Lie worl cutside of lier
sanctuaries. Profane lcarmîmg belongcdl te the nairal order,
but the îîatural order w~as uinfit te guard anid spread it, anad
sico caille te the reszte.

The progress and eiiiiglitciirncnt cf the present day are
largely dune te tic invention of priimting, uvîmicli i3 et
Cathlie enigin ; but Protestants attributo Lime advanccincnt
cf liteiature to the Rcforinatioii, tlîouglî its progress is due
te thc discevenies alrcady mufle by Cathliis, as the art cf
printing afTordcd tacilities wimici bofore it did net cxist.
Protestantisin lîad littie direct influence uipon literattîre or
science. Lt bul up, iL is truc, soine universities, îîot lialf as
inany as iL bas destroycd, and contributed libcrally te Biblical
tore, sucli as it uvas. Net imuli more eau bo ascribcd te it.
Nor could iL Weil bc otlicrwise, silice bciiîg se divided it lias
ne power cf organization, and cuit nover exorcise iicli posi
tive influence, cxcept uviere ail joi iii the cry cf protestimg
against the aggressions of R.omanisni. Thîat's thoir streîg
point.

One ef tic fi-at acts cf the so-cailcd ]Reformnera was te con-
fiscato anid destroy tic noble institutions rearcd by Ltme Cathi.
elle Churcu fer flic spread cf oducation, ana thon charge the

CaLhlil Clnreli witli lostility te Iearnimg. Noxt Lhîoy toar
v'iolontly freint Catliolies tueur property, and thon charge tlin
wvith îîverty. Lot tiiose whlo tel disposed te deny tlmsae
tacts . firat rnd Lie Penal Laws ont tlî Englilit Stattîte
Bocks. Let thmein read the liet wliioi tlîoy will fiit iii Ccb-
bet's uvorks of tlieso institutionms, anmd thonm change Lue Cathe.
lie Cîmunclit witl ignioranice anid stipersLitiuii. Caît wc Wvonder
tlîat tmoso %vite Unis becaino enriched uvîtl tue spoils cf flic
ciuircii sîmomîm have labcurcd te asporso the chîaracter cf lier
mnistcrs %vioe were Ltme proviclis lîiders cf Liîc proporty ?
IL 15 a priimciple et perverse hantaait niature te bate tiioso
whim wo have injurede and the spirit cf lngctry iii regard
te Lue (Jatîolie Clinreli exlnbits ai tnighttuml carrying eut cf
Luis iaaxiiiî.

W'Ijo raîscil up Ltme uiiivcrsitics of Oxford and Cambridge ?
and otiîdowcd theii betore Ltme Reforinutioiî vais Ll3uiglit cf ?
Wholi builît the inagmî:fmceit catîmedrals of WVcstiniiîstor Abboy,
Yorckiimister aîîd liuidreds of the iagnilicent cittliedrals amîd
abbeys iii Great Britain, itew lin the possessonm oi Protestants ?
Tite oquals of tîme structures have net been oected la
Protestanît tines, and yet Catmolics whio desigmod amui oected
thoîn are chargea witl; beiag the sworn enenios cf thc finle
arte. Atiothior gi-cat eiactmneiit cf the Rotormmers uvas Le dle-
pr~ive Cathiolies eft LIe beofits cf educatiomi. Aiiy cime uvhm
lias read iiistory will imot dcny thîls. Aftc- tilt tlîis, is iL imot al
bîmrnîng shuane to repent the change thiat Catiîalîcs are lioitile
Le educatiomi ?

Neit.imer have Catholics been bciihd in dieeries aud, il%-
ventionis. Nieliolas, the Casmait, tauiglit tlîat the oarim novcd,
net tlîe suit, elle Iiiîdred yeiîrs Ietore Gallileo, 1481, and
uvas ecateà Cardinmal for ]lis heariming. Copernicus, a priet,
taufflit Lime saine iii 1500 mîmîdler Ltme protectiomn et Pope Pul
III., aîîd ai Irisli Bismop, Virgillus, tirat fornîcd a correct
tlîoory cf Ltme rotumîdity cf tue ourdim. A Catiîolic first road tme
ficld cf tue Ieavenls timnougli the Lelescope, allda ilPope regmîiated
the calemimar. Fiatmer Sechi, wimo died iately mn Rleine, uvas
the Iigliet autiîority ont astromoiay. A Catmolic discovered
galvamîsim, aimotimer discoered the commîpass, ammotmer Lte bua-
inetr, aîîd amuotîmer invoiitcd gtunpowdcr. A Jesumit, Fatmen
Dumi, disccvcred ammd îîtilîzcd tlîe properties cf guis. Spec-
tacles uvere invoîîteil by a mnmk cf Pisa. 'rite first treatiRo
oi algobra wvas giveil by Lucus Paccioltis, a priost. The
Arabimi system of anitîminotie uvas imtrodumccd imito Europe
by Gerbert, aftcrwards Pope Sylvester IL. Iii later Limes
Ltme greatest sculiptor, Canova, uvas a Catmolie ; tic greatest
moral hilosopheOr, Adanm Miiller, a Catmolie ; tlîe inct Icariîed
biblical Wisomniîn (Cardimnal) uvas a Catmolie. Rapliaci uas a
CaLhlc. Catiiolies almnost mnmopolize simgimmg, painîting
muid arcitectuce. Tmo ohdost examplo of kimcwu iearnng iii
music is Lime treatiseocf a icarned piest, Rueibaid. IL was
Guy, aunctîer priest, timat imtreduîi Lime scalp cf musical
noates iitoeh cliircli singing. Tic inventer cf Lime cimurcli orgaui
wvas a Catholic. 'Mlost of Uic gi-cnt music composons have
been Catimolic-Mozart, Hlayden, Clemeonti I>emglosi, Beet-
Imovea, Carl Mard, Voi Weber, Doiiotti, J3oiini, Verdi, Cou-
ncd, &e., aîîd nearhy al' muisical artiaits were Cathlics.
Emmgravimmg was iiivcmîted by Aibreclît Durer, a Catliuic piest.
Paper -,vas invcmîtcd by (' atholics. Tice first aîiaiac, primiteal
appcarea iii 147.1. Tite fiat printing pi-ceRs ever set iii iii
Bmîglaîîd wifs piaced in Westnminster Abbey by Williaim
Caxtomn, a Catiiolie. Tite fi-at book priîîted iii Ammîcrica was
tue " Spirituial Leader of St. Jointi CIiiacus,-~ pî-iîmud iii
Mexico iii 1585, by Jcint Pablos. a CaUîoIic.

Thmis sketch I kiicw le very imperfect, huit I Llîinii is 
suficiont Le vilidicate Lime Churcli frein Lie charmge ot hostility
te Iearning muid progress, alld 1 tik IL ouîglit Le mne tiioso
asiianmed cf tîmmelves whio citmer Limnomîgl ignoranîce ci-
mnalice maic sucli charges. Tite featueof th imnovemnent iii
moi-o niden Linies le timat in boti CaLlmolic and Protestanît
comîmtries, Uic devehepinent of flie nlatitnal order iseloft vcry
largcly to tiiat erdor itseif, whiere iîmdecd iL properiy belomîge.
Individuals or goveriamemîts uvitimoul. rotoremîce te chîmîch or-
gamizatiemîs pueli foi-ward litonaturo amîd science. lIme iatural
ordor ie newv able Le taie cure et iLsolt, as it uvas mieL iii tiges
palet, ard Lime cimurch lias ie necd te bestow on iL flint foster-
ing cane at cine Linte abqoiuteiy mîeccssary. Tbis bcimîg Lime
tact, when litcnary or scicntific pregress le mado in a country,
Catholir er Protestant, IL dcc nuet tciiow Lîmat tue giory bu.
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