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COMMON SENSE IN RELIGION,

It seems to be a sulject of great joy and consolation
amongst all elasses of Protestants that  their religion and
worldly prosperity go hand in hand ; that wheneser, at least
simee the sixteenth century. yvou find a peaple progiressing
and becoming cenlightened ™ and achieving wonders in
seience, ov art, or literature, that people is sure to be Protos-
tant ; and that you have only to peint out the lrish, the lal.
iung, the Spaninrds, and others to show that the Catholies
are not prosperous, not progiessive, and ave doing nothing
for the enlightenment of modern times.  ‘his feeling has be-
come so general that Catholies thetselves ave not wholly
unatlected by it.  They look avound them, and while viewing
with just suspicion the reports of far-off countries, they arve
sufliciently aware of a number of circumstances at home tend-
ing to induce them to fall in with the popular evy.  The
literature of the day and the newspapers which every one
must read ave Protestant, and by these medinms it would  be
strange if Protestantism were not exalted. It may not, in-
dead, be eaalted to the henvens, but assuredly it is to the ends
of the earth. By these it appears that there is wealth, and
influenco, and respectability about Protestantism. In the
British Empire it towers over everything Catholie as did the
Romans over the Jews of old. It 1s essentinlly a religion of
the world, and it looks s if it would in time possess il.  Kow
that is no argument in favour of Crotestantism as o form of
religious belief, but, on the coutrary, the strongest argument
that it isa humun and not a divine mstitntion, ~ Many clergy-
wen of the Chureh of England have felt that if they had less
of the good things of this world their Chureh wonld be the
better for it.  To be eversthing in this world, to have wealth
and position and all the princes of the world at one’s back is
no sign of belonging to the told of 1im whose kingdon s not
of this world. It is gospel trath that these have their reward
in this world. and that these princes ave already judged.

It 15 4 question of no «reat discornment or judygnment that
if 2 man is free to adopt any or no religion he ought, in jus-
tice to his common sense, to fall in with the fashion and
wealth and respectability of the world, if that is what he
wants and all he wants.  He can enil himself anything ex-
cept a Catholie, and he will not then be identitied with ignor
anco and stagnation aud poverty.  He can believe anything,
and keeping the law of the Toud in view he eun say ordoany-
thing ; bt he is expected, as the unfailing test of his eveed or
condition to protest ngainst Rome. A sure fortune isin store
for him if hie goes one of Rowe and takes to the lecture-liall
with some aeceptable and respectable novelty.  ‘The veligion
of Protestants to-day has no dogna whicli may not be shifted
except this only -+ No peace with Rome © ‘"hat is a simple
Creduand ought not to embarrass anyone.  There are brilli-
ant possibilities before those who, as Mavtha. are solicitious
for the things of this world ; and they would be lacking in
common sense if they encnmbered themselve with the Creed
of the Apostles and of those who seek the better part.

Some Catholic writers have been at pains to show that
Cathohe nations ave not as we hear them represented, and
that u people may be Catholic and become just ns wealthy,
as cenlightened ™ and ¥s famous ax modern  Pratestant
peoples.  That all may he but it proves nothing.  Worldly
prosperity is not what the Catholic Chureh secks ar eares
for. It is no part of her mission to make wen wealthy,
learned, or skilled in human seiences ; but ax Catholies in all
nges and countries have been famons in everything that the
world regards of importance, it is evidenee that the Chureh
is not intmical 1o suecess in worldly avocations, but. indeed,
hus preserved and fostered them. On the other hand the
Chureh having in view man's future happiness is concerned
only incidentally with his present suceess: <o lonf as he
leoks after the afiairs of his soul the balanee of his time and
energles can go for the glory of this world. Ihere were more
saints in the time of the persecutions, and when the Chureh
was under the ground, than during the splendour of the reign
of Leo X.. when to the eve of the world the human side of
the Church was atits best.  There are brilliant prospects be-
fore those who, like Mary, are not solicitous for the things
of this world ; and they would be Jacking in common sense if
their main object was to make thomselves renowned in this

world, or to devote themselves entirely to its service. The
heart of man naturally tarns to human greatiess and worldly
prizes : It it is the oflice of true religion to corrveet that
wrong iden,  The st request of the Jews to the Saviour
was that He would vestore to them the kingdom of lsrael.
The veply which He gave and the tenchings whieh 1e hay in-
stilledd 1nto Hig Church ave to the effect that His Kingdom
15 not of this world and that those who put their faith and
trust in this world have their reward in it.

D A0S,

THE MAL-JESUTT CASE,

“The order has scored fivst,” veported the evening press
after the fivst cession of court on the Mail libel auil.  The
decision of Judge Loranger brought the Mail to the point of
form at issue, the unconstitutionality of the Jesuit Act of In.
corporaticn, It climinated from its plea vague and sweeping
allegations like that of the Order's embodying principles and
tenching doetrines subversive of law and morality. It struck
from the record the seven volunes of Constitutions and
Rules, the Compendinm and  Casus Conseientia of Father
Gury, and the infamous commentory of Paul Bert in the
Morales des Jesuites.

Sir Charles Russell opening his case against the 7imes,
styled its allegations the indictiment of a nation tor a decade
of its Instory, but the vaulting ambition of the Ml fabri-
cates 2 plea which is the indictment of a chureh, and that
the chureh of all nations for eighteen centuries of its onis.
tenee, It is the indietment of Christinnity and civilization.
The principles and maxuns embodied in the Constitutions of
the Socwety of Jesus, the teaching of the Compendium of
Father Gury, illustrated in the Casus Conseientie ave not new.
They are as old as the Catholic Chrureh herself, handed down
from the Apostles, explained and applied by the Fathers, re.
duced £ scientifie method and system by theologians, adopted
by the founders of religions orders to the wants and circum-
stanees ol thein age, and to the aims which they proposed to
thew followerss.  The Compendium of Father Gury of which
the Casits Conseientia shows the applieation, is a text-book in
all Catholic seminaries, and by all Catholie priests in tho
ditection of consciences. I is . smumary of the moral
teaching of the Catholie Chureh and its application to con-
selence in cases of ordinary life. 1 venture to aflirm that
the Mad and its Conunsel did not once vend it through. 1t
preferred to tahe the allegations, like its Faglish prototype
the clarges, second-hand from an infumons commentory on
garblea enteacts by Panl Bert. 1 venture to assert that the
Mail and its counsel eannot read Gury,  ‘I'he Compendium
is a seienttfic exposition of a doctrinal system that only a
logreal mind, well trained, :wnd aided by & competent pre-
ceptor, can grasp,  No wonder the Mail should shrink from
defing allegations, naming wles and axioms and principles,
quoting chapter and verse and example. It came into conrt
with a pile of books on its shoulder, and laying them down
before the beneh, sd = These are my allegations, you your-
selves hnow what they contain, 1 need nog tell you what your
own vous and rules and prineiples are. There is Panl Bert,
the Fiench radieal, who will tell vou all abont them and
show you how subversive they are of religion and mor-
ality.

In truth the wost striking feature of all this anti-Jesuit
agitation has been not so mucir the display of bigotry as the
exhibition of stohd ignorance by those who in tribune. press
and palpit fostered and condueted it. When challenged to
prove thewr asseitions by eting volume and chapter they
failed.  Adducing pussnges they gave evidenees of their in-
capaaity to constrae the Latin text or interpret the verbal

meaning.  On several oceastons they falsitied and forged and
distortel. They read and interpret history as they read and

coustrne Jesuit teaching, looking at all through the coloured
prism of their distorted fancy,  1ad they gone a little deeper
mto Gury they might have been converted, and so would they
have understood that lies and calumny uttered in grandilo-
quent phrase do not bolster up the cause of liberty and
morality. J.J.

Montreal, May 21st. 1889.




