604

TAE VOLUNTEEX REVEILW.

[Droemainr 22, 181’1'.

portera and hnusekecpers of surrounding
nations to diapense with watch  dogs
and {o abolish bolts aud bars, and,
above all, to Iny down tho law that
.any houscholder offering resistonco to
the spoiling of thefr goods after an en -
trance was effected into the pramises,should
be summarily knocked on the head.aud that
the law thet interposed tho problibition of
theso ns ovil deeds should not bo modified,
but abrogated for ever. Itsurprises us—
and yet it does not surprise us—that the
wickeduness proposed in the code of warlfure
Inid down by Kussia j and apccgled by Ger
many, hns not been discovered by the blind
and toothless watch dogs of tho Press,while
the Innd is being Lurdened -without the
fuculty, apparently, of being disgusted—
with the ravings of such a thing from Furni-
val's Inn as that ecntitled ** Universal
Peace,” ‘The I'rench, more keenly alivo to
subjects of the kind, from recebt sufferings,
ara sounding tha nlarm over the coun-
try, M. Brunet, so [ar back asJuly last,
drew the attention of the Freuch Assembly
to the monstrous proposuls of Russia to the
Congress of Brussels, Lord Derby deserves
credit for the jealousy with which he regard
ed and treated the whole uaffair, and the
British nation owes lnm thanks that they
are in no way implicated in anything the
Congress may think they have devised., It
is dificult to go overin a single article the
details of the nofurious proposals of the de-
spotioc Powers~ Powers despotic, under
whatever guise—whether of serfenfranchise
ment, as Russia seeks oredit for, or univer=~
sal education,which is the boast of Prussix-~
as,ever ¢xisted in any period of tho world's
history, We mistake much, if the woist
‘period of the world's history in the nggran -
disement by arms of ambitious nations, has
not its counterpart in the rctualities of the
.Eroaent. The determination of Russix ia to
ave it enacted by all uations that regular
armies alone sb.ll be recognised us entitled
to the amenities of the luws of war. ‘Thatis
to say, all Volunteers, Franes Tireurs, Gar-
des Mobiles, and patriots generally resisting
invasion of their hearths and homes,shall be
-esteemed as thieves and outlaws, and shall
be shot down under the new code of devilry
they seck to iutroduce, It is to be heli
that when & regular army—that is, a body
of men whose trade is war—shall set foot
within an alien territory, they shall be op-
Eosed by regulartroops only—all others not
aving cockadesand clothing of the regular
pattern being held o be brigands—that
when the regular troops are forced to give
way, the population must succumb to the
foreigner, and none dare, under the pain of
military execution, enleavour to free his
country of the foreign yoke., Witha great
stretch of condescens’on, indeed, the Rus-
sian framer of this bloody code—which is
drawn up in the interest of humanity—re
frains from compolling the conquered in
habitants to take up arms nagainst their
brethren and kindred who have not been
subdued though insulted by the invader's
presence. It is quite clear how much Russis
und Gem1ny, with true despotic instincts,
hate the formation of urmed nations of free
men-—of citizens and patriots who resvlve
that the laws evolved out of the wants and
conditions of generations and centuries
shall not be oyerturned with their consent ;
and that tho traditions and woalth which
have grown up under their fathers, and
which thzy have administered under freo
and .congenial institutions, should not be
wrested from them by an alien race whose
ways are obnoxious, and whoss presonce is
insult and pollution. Rither than bo the

poltroons to consent to tho cnnotment of

such Inws, if it wera possible Government

could submit v2 such n thing, wo are certain

our countrymen—our Volunteers, at least,

alniost to & man--would dio tho patriot’s

denth; but sure we sre, as the Voluntaer

spirib exiats at this moment, it would be

with arms in theie hanlds. . Germany knosts \
what the Francs lireurs and Gardes Mobiles

of France did to harnes thewr conguering

march, and her astute ralers wish to savo 1
themselves much tiouble, and wmuch bluod
and treasure, if they can, with wmpunity, in
the fuce of Europe, in the conung siruggle
between tho two nations, treat all but the
rogular nimy of Franco ns  assassins and
scoundrels, unworthy of human cunsidera-
tion, becnuse they have in them thiose God.
like instinets of ptriotism that have nerved;
men to the noblest deeds in the world's lus

tory. Let the invasions of Russin and Ger-
many cume—within the palo ot Burope they
drro not, at this date, put the dictatee they
would like to enfuorce 1o operation.. Uer-
many is often pointed out ns bungan armed
nation, but it must be remumbered that
Germuny is an empire of suldicss. There
are no civiliws in Germany but the bhalt,
maimed, and the blind,who are worthless in
tuo ranks; and thus the peopleof that coun

try might ovade the fate of the patriot by
betng loreed to fight to deaths as regular sol

diers. -

Oune thing, wo think, is clear, the Volun
teer or citizen simy system Ia the matter
aimed atin the protoculs of Brussels, and
surely wo mmy Lo pardoued for having sus.
picions agiinst thew farr deiling towmds
ourselves of the propounder of a system
which must make us oontlaws and.triitorsaf
wo use the arms we have been traned to
wield; or we must convert our nation into
a huge military canp lbike Germany and
other despotie States,  ITuving noamtatious
designs in view, we deprecate standmg urin
ics s an “evil, and only necessary i this
country because of our vast coloniul and
foreign possessions, Ilaving nothing to gain
by arms but to keep what we have got by
our laborivus industry, wo bid defianee to
uvono, but our defenco shall bo ectfective,
and, il need be, to tho death, And—call
tho resistunce by whatever euphovism we
may—it shull most assuredly riso into the
dignity of defianco the moment wo are call
od upon to use mn carnest the weapous we
now use in training.

Wo hold that in warfare there can be no
limit to resistance save the avoilince of
those acls that are cruel and repulsive to
humanity, but cn tho aggressor left the
blame alone fall for the severity which may
be ncoessary (0 purge the land from the
mercenary avd cruel invader,

The main aspect of this question may
arise out of tho abolition of the right of
search aud seizure of an encomy’s goods at
sea, brought about by the declaration of
Paris, in order that the humanitirian follies
of such monecy making speculators as Cob-
den, and thoso of the peaco at any prico
Manchester schools who acted with him,
might be carried out in prospect of private
gain at national expense. The 1ight of
search and capture of nn onemy’s gco.ls at
sea, SirJohn Macneil, thoaceomplislied dip-
lomatist, declared to be that which consti
tuted *the wmaritime power of England.”
The right of search without which our Nivy
would be crippled in & war with any of iho
Great Powers, gore, Russin and Germany
find that n nox power has sprung up in
(ireat Biitaiv and in France, and may arise ‘

in every freo country—the power of u pat l

riotic and trained people. Thoy scek to

dealare that war, for defenca ovon, can alone
bo participated 1 by regular professional
soldiors, and that all entizan soldiers shajl Lo
regarded as frecbooters and outlaws, to be
shot dewn and massucred without metoy, -
whenovor they draw Lheir swords or present
their rifles agaiust tho invaders of their
country, This, too,ls professcd to bo in fav~
our of humnnity, to save tho blood of the
frregulur nud invading soldiers. Tho British
Government hag, wo ave proud (o sny, refuse
al the tevms—they could not possibly havo
done, ot ‘rwise without laving insulted
their hunwieds of thousands of trained civie
linng who during the pastsixteen years have
passed through, or now remain in, the Vo
lunteer ranks,  Even bad -tho Government
comprotuised every Biiton's birthright to de-
fend his futherland, the nation would havo
repelled the insultling obligation at tho first
call to duty to defend their shores or drivo
back an invader into tho sen. What s
the meaning of these machinations? Does
Russin medn merely to aid Germnyy in her
coming strugglo with France, in order that
French Voluoteers may be massacred by
some shadow of conventional intérna.
tionnllaw? France repudiates thedoctrine,
and, though we huve no wish to interfero in
other men's or nations’ quarrels, we trust to
seo the patriotio spirit in every lund riso
superior to tho edicts of ambititious despots
or uggrandising invaders. We can hardly
belicve the sttempt is made to muzzle and
g1g Gieat Biitnin, because, invasion of het
shotes, thongh possible, und even the ut-
tempt, under certsin complicaticns, pro-
bable, would still be a hazardous proceeding
— for our. uavy would remaun a hard put for
an invader to crack.. lf, bowever, desiyns
upon our Bustern pussessions nre developed
iuto” uctual hostiltzes, on our Voluiteérs
and auxiiwy foices would be thiown the
main burden of home mihtiry duty. Tliese,
thrown outside the pale of war, would bo
considered ns nonentities, and the nntion
invitingly open for a pleasuie und
plundering excursion fo the regular soldiers
of hostile States. "Ihe proposition is propos
terous. The people of these realms, at
least, will hold the couutry as their own
agaiust all forcible invasion, ‘The advance-
ment of civilizauon must tend to the nboli-
tion of regular armies, because, when man-
kind become twiser, there will be lesg dis-
position to go-to war, or to spend the na-
twn’s strength on the upkeép of standing
armies; but we fear it will bea long time
yet ero hations can &afford to dispense with
the strength which mulitary traning and
armaments afford. ’

Troe TuprrAL Houst oF GREAT BRITAIN AND
Russia,

In connection with this topic, wo may re~
fer to an incident tvhich has caused con-
siderablo discussion in the Press. The Em-
press of Russia has for somgtimoe beén jn
thts country in atiendance upon her daugh.
ter on tho birth of a Prince. The Queen,
the other grandmother, has been in Scot-
land during the visit. These evenls gave
great point and significance {0 a. remark
muade by that veteran dénouncer of Russinn
guile, Mr. David Urquhart, ina speech he
made to the Yorkshire Foreign Affiirs!
Comumittees,at Keighely,in Juno last, on the
topic of the approaching Congress, Mr,
Urquhart, referring to the visit last, spring,
of the Emperor of Russin to this country,
said ;"1 say with assurince, that up to
this hour the Evglish Governmen kes not
beon committed; and that the Emperor of
Russia has left Eogland reinfecta. There is
anotlier proof of defeat. I suppose youaro -



