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poxceynrn 9, 1878,

“fsthn uso of naoldior that can't shoot ¥
2nd, How shoull he Lo taught to shoot ?
Jed. Why slisuld not an offiger liava a

rifle ?

Ath, How many Canvdian Volunteors can
judge distanco ?

5th. Is there any bouelis in sl bove
shooling ?

Gth, Phero ure o gowl wany  Martini.
Henry's in the country—wwhy ava thuy not
moroe usnd by their ownors ?

Tth, What is being dona ¢ improve uille
shooting in tias country.

Sty What has the Dominion Rifls Asso
cintion accomplished in (his way? and
winds up by assuming thiat our columns are
dovoted to mattersof dressand drill instead
of rilles, steel barrals,deawn bulletsy turgets, !
trajoctory and lots of kindved subjects.

1f “R" had atteatively read tho Vorus
TR Revisw i wauld be plain to his per
coption that movo information, on the very
subjeots lio so flippantly assumes wo neglae.
ted, is to bo found in its columns
than in that of any militavy papor in
cxistence ; and in support of this assertion
we could call in the testimony of somo of
the most distinguished officers of the Britisk
Army ; but as our ocorrospondent has wit.
tingly or unwittingly dponed a question of
great importanoe to the tho Canadian Arvany,
we have no hesitation in ausaering his que
ries put in the not very courteous phrascolo-
gy of his communieation.

1st. In tho composition of an nrmy the
soldiers that can’t shoot (which wo take to
mean a man that make bull's eyes or centres
with every shot at (00 yards) is often more
useful than the individual who can.

If an army can boast of 33 per cent of tho
whole force as murksmen, il is exceptionally
strong with respect to shiooters; and *“ R
must have paid no attention to the articlos
on the papers read at various times before
the Royal United Service 1lastitute, which
have appeared in our columus, or the re-
ports of the officers of the German Army
dealing with this very question.

The rank and file of an army comprises
necessarily all grades of intellect,and as man
is not born equal in any sespect, notwith-
standing the declaration of independence,
it must follow that other qualitics beside
quickness of perception and steadiness of
nerve will distinguish the mass of the items
of which it is compared. Experienco has
taught the lesson that physieal endurance is
fully as greata requisite in the composition
of tho soldier as those qualities that make:
him & goad shot, and if he can be brought;
to charge with the bayonet, and not be afraid |
of the consequences, ho isliko to do quite
ss much, if not more, to win a battle than
tho crack marksman who cin make nine-
teen points out ofa possible twenty. Neither
are battles won by the mere eflect of correst
shooting alone; but by tho akiil with whicit’
the mass of troops aro thrown on decisive’

aotion commonces in carnest thero is litile
opporiunity and loas need Yor n display of in-
dividual skill with tho rifle, the stmoke snd
constant chinnging of' distanco puts the best
and most accomplishied marksmwn out § and
tho very Mct that only six per cent. of riflo
bullets ave eftvctive,nnd that it tukes ns much
lead to kill a mnn as ho will waigh, is proof
positive thut in this vespeet ot loast tho
riflo has nothing to Loast over the old muy -
quot—Brownlless — wnd that itsvoal usois in
tho hauds of the sl isturs of an army to keep
artillery st a distwco aml wake cortain
sones of fire dangerous, such wues lying
betwoen fourr uned sic bundred yards—sixty.
six per cent. at least of nay nrmy would be
mora incapilile of Liking « more pyotitable
positiont it skinish line—but thoroughly
competent to charge a line,storm a battery,
or captury artillery within their rango ns
well as throw up lield work and peform all
the other duties under discipline which a
compaign demuils,  The soldier that can't
shoot is a8 quito us uselul as the soldier that
can, and his tecessavy complement.

Sud. Tho rules for teaching a soldier to
shioot are to bo found in tho rod book, and
are too well kuown to men engnged in
militavy servico to need description.

3rd  An oflicer’s duty is not to bo dis
charged by using arifla in action ho com
wmands his men, and if ho performs that
daty wejl ho will be fully cmployed. IHo
is also accountable for their lives inaction,
and it will exercise the whole of his wita to
enablo him to properly complete the opera
tion Lo is engaged iu, withoutan unneces-
sary wasto of life. ‘The present company of
45 officers and men is quits large onough
for three officers to louk after. Tho duty
of the captain is to commun.l the whole, of
the lieutenant to see that his orders are
carried out, and of the ensign with the
superuuaries to altead to the supply of
anmmunition, the removal wad caro of the
wounded. If thosa duties nre discharged
aroperly no oflicer will hiwve time to play,
tho fool with a rifle. -

4th, The answer to this gquerry is that
such 2 question in statistics i3 not known;
but as Canadian Volunteers are presumed
to have brains as woll es others, about the
same number can jadge distance as thoso
who are marksmen.

5th, o our muwd theie is no bouelit
whatever to be detivod from the practice of
“Small bore shooting,’” and we have con
demned it in every cazo as o mictake, a

owners of tho Martini-Henry rifles for o
veply to this question. If it iv menut as an
Inttendo againgt the wapon, it only shows
want of knowledgo ofits valuo,

Tth, Oue corvespoudent should mako lis
tmoating elenr.  Wo will unswor this intor-
ogatory Ly another question, Can il
shooting bo improved? & e 1y praotics
L gous thora i no evidenco to shiow that the
quory need be put—ull tho machinory fop
the purposa is in practice—and the * Gene.
ral Orders'’ of the Canadiug Aty fureish
a proper dotail of every part,

8th., For auswer to this quory wo must
refer our corvaspondent to the report of tha
 Dominton Riflo Assaciation,” of which wo
dmo say our gallant friend tho Seovetary
Licut Calonel Srewanr, dssistant Adjt, Gone-
ral of Militia Dopatment Ottawa, wonld not
object to give him a copy, if ho applies for it
in the proper way.

A o tho ole podrida  with which
our correspondent closes his letter, wo havo
neither timo nov iuclination to enter iuto
such u discussion, desiring that mattevs -of
dressand drill, especinlly tho latter, arpof
moreo importance to the rank and file than
questions alfecting tho armouter and ascien-
tilie ollisers of thoe service, '

Vo readers will bo instructed ia the fol-
lowing, which o republich fiom the United
States  Army and Navy Journal of 15
November. !

“Now Yok State has purchased eight -
Gatling guns, to bo distributed among tho
troops of the First an:l Sscond divisions,
At this tme wo ennnot state how these guns
aro to be disposed of—whethier they will bo
attached to the ditfferent infintry commands
or take the place of the mounted batterios.
Tho present condition of the howitzer hat-
tories of tho IMitst division Is rathor low, and
tho inspector-General may recommend
their disbandment ; stitl wo do not think
this policy advisable, tor in tho National
Guard howitzer batteries ave Jeggexponsive
to the State, and their un ‘v over tho
mountod batteries, as at presene organizoid,
is plain to any ono who uunderstands the
uses of a NationalGuard inlargo cities, Thero
is a disposition on tho part of tho fow, ol the
infantry conmands of tho First divisiop to
organize howitzer batteries,and. the Seventh
has already an eflicient howizer seotian .
attached to ho regunent, the men, beiny
detatled for this duty.  On tho occusion of
the Saventh's cueampment ut.Sacatogs Lhe
howitzer section was very-popular,.aud won
deserving praise for the excellenco of its
duty List scason this section devoted
considerablo time to drill, and gave several
informal exhibitions at tho armory, and the
men seomed to *talca® remarkably.to the

delusion, a mockery, aud aznare in military
practice, If ouwr corvespondent had rcad'
the Review attentively, he would find how,
easily the celebrated Tyrolean marksmen in |
the Austrian service were disposed of by
the Fronch rank and file armed with 2 vory
inferior weapon at tie latue of Solferino. |
Tho only weapon permitted at o riflo muatch,
should be tho Ilogulation Rifle, any other is’
s positivo nuisance. |

. ! results.
points of tho enemy's position.  After an  6th. Qur corrsepondent had better ask the or

change from the monotonous infantry drill.
Tho Ninth is now organizing a howitzer
section, and munifest interest is taken.in
the **ncw devélopment.”

“ The introduction of tho Galling.in tus
National Guard shows thit New York is
progressive, and the orgauization of Gatling
batteries will be anew and welcome feature
to the State service, Our Government is
now having these guns thoroughly tested,
and with the most striking and satisfactary
The appearance of a Gatling gun
battery in our strects on parade will be



