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PHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.S

{ Ocropen 28, 1872

fHE GERMAN FLEET.
Tho Borsenzeitang of Berhin considers that
the Germany flnet is now being developed
with such rapidity and success thatit will
soon be capablo of providing for all possible
requirenients without making too largo de-
mandson thoe public treasury. The iron.
clad fleet of the Baltic, which, according to
the memorandum Jaid before the German
Parlintent by tho Admiralty, is to consist
of only cight frigatesand one or two corvet
tes, will not command that sea, but it will
suffice, when supported by the fortifications
which are now in progress at Wilkelms-
haven aud on the line of the German coast,
to make it very dangerous for a uostile fleet
to attempt a blockade. The most important
feature, however, of the new scheme is,
thinks the Borsenzeitung the proposed con-
struction of light corvettes of the Alabama
class, four of which aro already being built,
and soven more of which ave fo be begun
shortly. Itis clear,says the writer, that if
a single Alabama could gives so much
trouble to the whole of the American fleet,
and paralyze the American irade, ten or
twelve such vessels, cach armed with ten
cast-steel guns directed to all points of the
compass, and travelling & the rate of rixteen
knots an hour, must do immense damage to
an enemy, These.vessels with tho assistance
of the new gun -boats, which arc extremely
swift and armed with gunsof the newest
construciion, will also bo of great service for
protecting the const, and would be perfectly
capable of su~taining an engagement cven
with iron clul ships, covered with 8-inch
plates, especially as the gun boats do not
draw more than from ten to sixteen feet of
water, which m so shallow a seans the Baltic
iz a great advantage.

TREATY OF PRAGUE.

Once more there is an agitataticn con-

ference at Berlin, made the ILimperor of

Austrin colonel of Lho Hussars of Schleswig
Holstein, ‘The appointinent is practically a
notice to the world thal Germany meanslo
keep Sehleswigand its acceptance LyFrancis
Joseph 1s equally & notice that the “parts of
the other part™ to the trealy sanctions its
violation.

— ——— e

THE IRON HEEL.

‘The following letter. reccived last night,
comes from n gentleman of the very higlest
character and position, and well known to
us personally. lis,statements may be relicd
upon asstrictly tiue; —

On Saturday, tho 31st instant, a great
toutrage was perpetrated in this countiry by

Government. Wiile the King's Mountain
Baptist Association, a body representing
over 3,000 communicants, Was in session at
Bethlenem Church, one Newton Long, o
Deputy United States Marshal, and one
Arcinbald Moss, who seemed to have some
authority from Long.rode up accom panied
by a squad of armed United States suldiers
detailed from Colonel Lart's commaud in
Lincolaton, surrounded the charch and for
bade the peoplo to leave. Long and Moss
were both drunk, and Iong cursed and
swore very freely, The proceedings of the
Association wero completely broken up. The
pastor of the church went outand cndea
voured to porsuade them to leave, and on
their refusing to do so the Sherift of the
county arrested Long for disturbing the
religious assembly. Tho soldiers cocked
their guns upon-the Sheriff and command.
ed Long to come oui. Efforls were made
toinduce them to behave, and they were
romised they would not be arrested for
urther violating the laws of the State and
of the United States if the would quietly
leave the church grounds. They rode off
in the direction of the spring, and many
;members of the Association returned to the

officars and soldiers of the United States

cerning tha enforcement of that clause of | house, thinking they wero gone. Butthey
the Treaty of Prague which related to North | soon retwined, and were golloping over the
Schleswig. The leading Danish paper Day- ' church grounds with their guns and pistols,
bladet contains somo very plain talic on the t and broke up the Assoclation that evening.
subject. It says that-evenif the treaty did j When the people started home they found
not exist, the Schbleswigers ave Danes and, the roads pcketed by soldiers who wero
ought, according_to German policy, to be under Long's command, and even women
united to Denmark. Bul the ticaty contains ! and children were arrested with guns point~
a solemn promisn that tho people of Schi- {od at them, an! compelled to wait the
Ieswig shall be allowed to go with Denmerk ¢ pleasure of this fellow Long before they
il they so vote. ‘The Danes it ssys, wo driv- | could get home,  Moss, L am informed by
en inio hostility to Germany durmg the war | an eye.witness cocked lus pistol at 3 young
byGermany's failure tofulfill herobligations; ! lady who was duving off in a waggon, and
and although itis said that Denmark ought { threatened to shoot hier if she didn't stop at
to bo on good terms with her big neighbor, | once. The whole proceeding was an cut-
¢we cannot change our long antipathy for «yage upon religious liberty, perpetrated by
friendship unless North Schelswig isrestor—t oflicers and  soldiers of the United States
ed to us in accordanco with the stipulations + Government. The excuse rendered for their
of the Treaty of Prague.” Dagbladet closes | conduct was that thoy were scarching for
this important article with tho following sen- | one Mayberry, who was charged with being
tences, which sound very much like 2 men- | 2 Xu Xlux.

ace:

©]f this is not done,weshall be compelled to
look upon Germany as our cnemy, and to
hail as a friend any power which may draw
the sword to break up German unity : for by
so doing it would also be the champion of
our neighbors. In this feeling all Danes
aro united ; all partics are convinced tbat
such would be our truo policy. Though weak,
wo are united, and wo hope, in spite of all
tho sophistical arguments-of our opponents,
that wo shall have our right someday,under
God’s direclion, is not under that of tho gov-
croment which is now withholding them
from us.”

Itie evident that Germany, in spite of the

public-opinion of the world, nicans {o violate
1h treaty. The Emperor, at thelate con

A description of the operation of placing
in the floating dock at Bermuds, the Royal
Alfred, which wo find in London journals,
is of interest.  Other large ships of war have
been safely and successfully received into
tho samo capacious bosom, but nono nearly
aslarge as the Royal Alfred, which weighs
about 6,000 tons; aud the docking of & first.
class man-of-war. of this kind has been look
ed forward {o as the crucial test well, verily-
ingin cvery particular the scientific calcula
tions ofits projectors.  Un Saturnsy, May 11,
the ship was moved across the camber, and
on Thusday, the 14th, when everything was
ready, the s p w3 plced in rear of the
docle, poins.ug L h tensards its central line,
Sfeam enpytans e dock assisted the

| ship’s capstans. There ware iwo hawsers
over her bows: uno over each quarter one
¢ right ahiead, and a checking hawser right
pastern ; cach of thuso was diligently and
stalfully atternled by compatent officers,and
. thus tendetly guided sho moved in majes-
, tieally, her Kkeel being exactly over the
{ central lino of blocks ranged along the bot-
t tom of tho dock on which herhuge bulk was
presently torest. Tho dock was then al-
owed to rise enough to touch gently first
s one end, then the “other ofthe ship's Keel,
j with just sufliciont pressuro to prevent the
y least lateral motion. ‘The ship st thismo
ment was drawing twenly five feel; strong
timber ghores were fixed all round the top
ysides. The dock was then allowed to rise
; gradually about ten feet. The caissons wero
laced in position the ship being in ffteen
cet water.  The work of ‘shoring up follow-
«d tho subsiding of the ater, which was
1 allowed to run inlo the botiom of the dock
so as to carefully counterpoise the whole
load, keeping ecxactly level. A close exa-
mination of the ship showed that the whole
of the fulse keel was gone, bolts and all cut
clean away. It had served the purposo
y for which it was put on by protecting the
ship's keel from abiasion. The lower part
of 1he bilge picces wero much rubbed, small

) patches of copper broken away in paris,and

ysome galvanic destruction of theMuntz's

metal was apparent, where the rust of the
{ iron plating drained through the sheathing
jof weod. The copper was remarkably
clen&' and the planking perfectly sound and
good,

Reapy Maoe Sovviers.—The N. Y. erald
says France is endeavoring to improve her
milttary arrangemeuts and repair the iava-
ges of the war. Ono of the measures to-
wards that end is the establishment of out-
fitting stores in certain loealities. Of these
M. Thiers is reporled as saying :—* We
must jn future be ready 1o go to war at a
day's notice, and the young soldiers must
bo able, sn entermng dressed in their civilian
clothing by one door of t¥e stores, {o leave
by the other, armed equipped, andinaword
ready {o fight.”” The ripo experience of the
Yrench President should teach him that

uniform, arms and equipment, fall far short
of making soldiers. Weo had ready made
soldiers in our first battle of Rull Run. It
is unneceessary to say they did not win, In
many other of the early engagements of our
late war we bitterly lerrned that war re-
quires its own peculiar {uilion ; that soldiers
are neither to be made by machinery, like
shoe pegs, norare they born full fledgeq,
but must be trained to tho tull shock of ac-
war. That France will again have a conquer-
ing army none who know the genius of her
people can doubt ; but veteran squadrons
will not be the product of the clothing and
ecquipment bureaus.

At the Sucz Canal sharcholders’ abnual
meeting the voles wero by a great majarity
in favor of M. Lessops’ proposition for tho
maintenance of the board's scale of tolls
according'to tue decision of last March, and

which has been 2 operation since the Ist of
July. The opposition was completely out

voted. The caunal receipis fer the month of
July weio 1,626,000L ; cigthty three ships
passed through the canal within that -
period.




