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of theso oflicers are sent abroad at tho ox
pense cf the Federal Treasury to witness
ticld manreurres, visit the military establish
ments, &c., of other countrics, and report
thereon, Each officer, morcover. besiles
lus regular routine of service, is held to per-
form such special duty, ns may be nssigred
to him by the commander of his brigade or
divisision.

I shall doubtless be expected here to
mako some mention of the cadets—those
tiny swarriors from nine years old to fifteen,
whom muost tourists in Switzerland have ad-
mired at their mimic drill. They are not,
as is often supposed, properly speaking, a
part of tho Swiss military system, although
by the projected reformy they may in timo
partially become so. As they at present
exist, they are simply juvenile Volunteer
corps connected with the national schools in
some of tho larger towns, more or less en-
couraged by some of the cantpnal au-
thorities, but chiefly dependent on the free
swill of the parents and the private contnibu-
tions of liberal friends of youth. They are
notso numerousas 1 should wish them to
be ; they are probably not excceding 5,030
or §,000 in all Swilzerland, that is barely 3
per cent. of the boys within the school at-
tending age; but precise statistics on this
point are wanling. So far as it goes, this
school boy play at soldiering is worthy of the
highest conmendation, and, I know of no-
thing in tho manners and customs of my
native land which [ would so unhesitatingly
recommend for immediate imitation than
this. The great public schools of which
England is justly proud, 2ppear tome mar-
vellously well adapted for fructifying an idea
which hud its originin the Swiss Cantonal
Schools, and there to contend against se-
tious and peculiar difticultics, swithout pre
venting it from achiering a very fair success.
There are, of course, valid objections to be
raised against it.  Playing with firc arms s
proverbially r dangerous game, and if they
are entrusted to youngsters of the playful
age within 9 and 15, a vast amount of un
<afeness may safely be reckoned upon, My
valued collaborator, Mr, Martini, has direct
cd my attention to the fact that a certain
reaction has lately gamned ground in Switzer
}and against the cadet system, that is justifi
¢d by facts which cannot in fairness be i3
nored. To mention only one, by way of
illastration. A friend of his who was as
warm an advocate of the schoolboy ¢ cadet”
as 1 am supposed to be, bad his ideas on the
subject severely modifica latierly by having
his eldest son brought home to him shot
turough the lungs with aramrod.  (Let us
hiopo that breech loading will diminish gun
accidents of this as of other descriptions to a
minimum.) It hasalso been found that the
boy tired of his cadet drill, and on reaching
manhood, took unkindly to » serious duty
which hiad patled on his tasto as a boyish
play. Iam bound to say that Mr. Martini's
pessonal observations are in & canton—tho
only ono 1 know of—where the cadet in-
struction was attempted to bo made com-
pulsory. I havoa strong conviction for my
own mart, that many things excellent in
their way, are “run into the ground™ in
other countrics as well 2s in Switzerland, by
enthusiastic partizans, dwsregarding the
poignant wisfom of ‘falleyrand’s maxim,
Nurtoutpas trep de zéle. ]

Juomy humblo opinion the boy has, in
this particular ease, been wiser thanthe man
and tho Swiss schoolboys have engmfted on
the military system of their country a new
and original feature, which their fathers aro
doing their best tospoil.

1 am Dot prepared with any statistics to

onfitm & priors opinion of mine, that the

uso of firo arms by boys, under reasonible)
percaulions, will not necessarily ¢iuse more
numerous nccidents than the ondinary thel
tic exercises of Eng'ish universities and puh
lic schools, not to make any in lividious men
tion of Rugby football.” ‘The mijnity of!
these have an unfortunate tendeney Lo de
generate into mere sport, and assimilate to
¢ turf practico '’ and at thewr best they :nro'
apt to take up an undue proportion of the
timo and energy of a youth whose sole bLus:
ness 15 to qualify himself for some useful
and remunerative civic pursuit  Now there
is inthe mero minicry of the sollier’s duty
something of itsell serious, steadying, and
disciphinarian, Whether considered as a
preliminary preparation for military service,
or—as Ishould prefer to consider it on
broader grounds—as teaching boys self-res-
pect, as distinguished from the rowdyism
which at their age is often mistaken for man.
liness- subordination without obsequious.
ness—smartness in the good scnse of the
word, or what the French call fenue—I can
imagino nothing better than tlus planof boy
volunteers, provided always that they are
truly Volunteers, and join their company of
their own inclination, with coasent of their
natural guardisns, and without compulsion
from the State.

‘The Swiss cadets have a serviceable und|
inexpensive untform, wiich answers caputally
for a schooldress, and 1t 1s at 118 worst moro
pleasing to the cye than the tail * chunney
pot” on the head of 2 small sized lad 1 af
jacket. The armament s n part supplicd
by the canton, or by private subscription.
and I know of one or two neatartillery com-
panies, and ono of pontonmers, who occasion®
ally attempt field manoevres with their
brethern in arms of adjoining cantons. They
officer themselves up to the grade of captam
of 2 company, which 1s filled by onc of then
teachers acting as instructor, and asa high
sense of honor there is installed i o boy—
not devoid of a gravo sense of responsibilaty
as well—who at 13, 14, 15, waves his tiny
swond as sccond or first licutenant of a com-
pany of his school mates. Shooting matches
for prizes take place from timo to ume, and
it is difficult to say who enjoys the fun the
most, whether the Little competitors, swell-
ing with conscicus sellimportance. or the
admiring papas, mammas, sisters, and the
grown up folk generally.

It is now proposed to do away with the
cadet system inits present and weil develop-
¢d form, by abolishing ail grades among boy
Volunteers, and makirg it obligatory on the
Cantonal Governments to provide clement
ary military instruction or drill in the
schools, at least within the ages of 13 and
15. Moreover, the boy, after he leaves
school at 135, and until at tho age of 2t he
becomes a federal reeruit, is to have at teast
15 half days practice dnll. W:th a sincere
respect for tho logical minds of the lexding
Swiss Army reformers, with equally sincere
admiration for the lucidity with which they
propound their views, and giving them credit
for the best intentions, I cannot help think.
ing that they are * riding a willing horse to
death,”” My preference, be it understood,
is throughout for tho voluntary principle,
applied whorever possible, and tho largest:
admixtera of it with any scheme of mulitary ¢
organization that may be found consistent)
with efficiency and with the necessities of
each country.

I xlrroposo now o sumnp in a few words
tho leading facls which characterize the
Swiss system, and for this purpose I cannot
dobetter than avail myself of the admirmblo,
statistics collected by Mr. Stampli, whom 1}
havo already quoted.

It appears then, that under the present

practice about 10,000 recruits, of the ago of
2V, aro annually diitled, clothed. armed, and
organized into tactical units. About 40,000
men, botween the ages of 21 and 28, belong-
mg to the elite or first ban, are armually
mustered, and practised in bodies of greater
or less strength, occasionully increased to
tho s1ze of a division of, say 10,000 of all
arms. Some 20.000 more between tho ages
of 25 and 34, aud belonging to the reserve,
orsecond ban, receive annually thosame in-
struction. The last ban or landwehr, merely
muster one day each year, or two days every
alternate year.

The entire available Federal forco of the
three clusses i3, in round numbers as fol-

lows:—

Auszug, ov first ban. . . .. ... 80,000 men.

Leeserve, or second ban,. . . ... 45000

Landwehr, or arrierban ...... 75000 ,,
Total ..., ..... 200,000 men.

As tho present legislation, making the
liability to service 23 years, only dates from
1S50, tho lastclass, or landwehr, will still
annually augment until 1855, when .he
total will have reached approximately 230,
000 men.

‘The special arms comprise about 20 per
cent of the total force in the two first bans,
and someswhat less in the last. ‘The cavalry
is the weakest, numbering only about 3,000
horse. On the other hand, the artillery is
comparatively strong, with 45 mounted bat
teries, and a corresponding number of guns
in position and reserve parks.

Tho sharpshooters number between 9,000
and 10,000 men : of sappers and muuers,
pioneers and pontoiners, about 1,600.

The timo occupied by cach man during
the whole period of his military service may
bLe reckoned approximately as follows . —

3ys.
From the infantry from ...... 100to 110
Engineers, artillery sharpshooters... 160
Cavalty co. ceeieceiinenaneanans 170

All non-commissioned officers on an
average of about half as many days more,
and commisioned officers doublo that num-
berof days. This gives an average ofZabond
61 days annually for all grades and srms.

Tho actual annual outlay 1s below $00,000¢
which is apportioned as follows :—

Tho Fedcral military budget about.£720,000

Tho diiferent cantons, about...... 200,000
The men themselves, who in somo
of the cantons are called upon
to pay partially for their
cquipment, about .......... 30,000

‘Total, one year in another, about. .£350,000
Which averages about 33s. per man, or 2s.
134, per head of the population.

In this outlay are comprised besides, of
course, tho cost of the bigher branches of
military administmtion, the following im.
portant items :(—

1. The man’s pay, 44 per diem, and o ra-
tion of meat and bread.

2. A complete outfit, equipnient and arm-
ing of cach recruit.

3. Ordinnry maintenanco and replacement
of military stores and material.

4. IHiro of horses, nt 2s. Gd. per day.

Tho clothing is estimated at about 5I. per
man for the infaniry soldier, a trifle morc
for tho sharpshooters and otherspecial corps,
and rather more than J0L per man for the
cavalry.

(To be continued.)

The first Turco-Enropean train over the
railroad skirling the Sea of Marmora, entered
Stamboul (Constantinople) on the JGth,
crossing thoold Seraglio grounds.



