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PI{E HED RIVER EXFEDITION.
Jovrxar or Ty Rervex T,
Sreanur ' Arcoya,”
Laxg Huysox,
July Sth, 1871,

Hasing just passed Sault. Ste. Mario,

consider it high time to commenco giving 4
you & sketeh of our journey from Manifoba

ag promised. Theday riso is propituous for
indoor work such as lotter writing, as that
spocies of zoological rain yelept, * cats und
dogs,” has drown us all into the cabin,

tlowoever, to cominence, the second or
Quebec battalion embarked from Iower
Fort Grery on the morning of W ednesday,
Juno Ttb, at 10 o'clock,

As Liout. Col. Casault, U, M. G. had re-
ceived orders {¢ remain in Manitoba a
month after the departuro of the troops, and
Mnjor Irvino along with Capt. MacDonald
being left with tho servica Campany, the
command of tho regiment devolved on the
next in signiority Capt. Samue! dacDonald.

The forca embarked in ten boats, and
nuwubered twelvo asdicers, one hundred and
fivo ranic and file, and twenty voyageurs.

A% the homv of embarkation, a cold
#Seoich mist™ ‘with oceasiounl spuris of
heavior rain descended on our devated
licads as we rowed down the rives.

A little before sunsot, however, the rain
cleared ofl; so that by the time wo reached
thoe mouth of tho river, whera we encamped
for tho night’ overything promised a faiver
to-morrow,

Up bLright and early next morning : nota
rippie on the bosom of Lake Winnipeg We
rowed steadily untit noon. when o slight
breezo ardse, which gradually iscreased and
huvried us along untit having favored us as
far as Elk Island, wa found on doubling the
tho Point thatit blew right ahead.

Wo had hoped to reach Fort Alexander
this oveping, but this idea bad to be aban.
daned, as the wind increased in violence,
g0 rixnning aevoss from Bk Lslaud to the
maia lard, we encamped at Point do fa
AMetasse.

On the nest day (Friday 9th), thastorm
still continued, mioderating, however fo-
wands evening, so that wo ventured ta make
sail, and steer for Fort Alexander, which we
reached about § p. m.

On Saturday wo left Fart Alexander, and
passing over Pine Portage, encamped on
2od Sitver Falls Portage.

‘The following day we proceeded as far as
Grand Bonnet Postage, Divine service being
beld there by the chaplaia, 3t 630 p. m.

On Monday wo passed the 1st and 2ad
Gallais do Bonnet Portage, and sailed about
ten miles up Bonnet Lake, as our guide de-
terimined to try {o ascend the Pennwariver,
aud thus avoil the dangerous * seven por
tages.”’

As tha river was too low to be navigated
by tha boats of the oxpedition on its advance
to Fort Garry, the Quebec Battalion had tho
honor of being the first troops which ever
passeqd over this ronte.

‘Thero are ton portages to bs passed, none
of which are named. Accordingly the offi-
cers of the first Brigade thought they were
entitied to dub them as they pleased. Lots
were drawn with the following result:—

Portage No. 3. . .iiiieaennannnn Simard
" B e iiaeeesosnnna .JDennison
‘ IR T, e seen Vaughan
« 4 iiieiieensvean .. Flotcher
" 4 8. eeieesaennar.aaaMacdonald
€ R | TN Barrett
€« L PO+ 1.1t 73 { 4
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& LU {1 2 .. Pattorson

The shortest of these is Barret Porlage,
being only saven yards in longth ¢ theloung-
est ia Vaughan Portage, whichis five hua.

dred.
On Tuesday ovening wo eneampexd on tho

1 ‘Long portage. Al through Wednesday, the

worl ywas 1nost Inborious on the viver. Itis
oxceodingly shallow and strong, so that tho
boais bad to bo dragged almost tho eutiro
way from tho fourth to the Jast portage. On
Thursday morning at half past cight we re
passed Utter Falls, Partage La Savrun, and
Slave Fallg, oncamping at tho last named.

Tha next morning, Friday, 16(h, atabout
8.30, we arrived at the 3rd Pointe de DBois,
and here an sccident occtrved to the boat
of s Rev, Mr. Sponce, & native Church of
Englandiissionary, bound for his station at
Istington, which might have proved serious
had wo not been there to ronder assistance.
o had portaged and launched his boat,
when unfortunately the painter or rope hay-
ing been cavelessly knotted, parted and be
fora tho vayageurs could provent if, away
went the boat drifung towards the vapids,
when she was speedily capsized : and after
perfarming somo gymnnstic exercises, not
constdered altogether cosnsistent with the
geavity which should charactorize a saber-
minded boat, sko finally scouted the foot of
the fall, and keel upwards, proceeded to
novigate the lake below. ©One of ourboats
was manaed, and proceeded to capture the
orratic one. In this our men Wero success-
ful, and had. the satisfaction of returning Mr
Spence his boat, not much the worse after
her eccentric frolic.

1Iad we not happened to artive when wo
did, thera is no doubt that until other aid
artived there would have been for some
time o clerical Hobinson Crusoe on & Winni-
peggian Juan Fernandez.

Having passod thoe other two Pointes do
Bois, onbath of which the foliage was =zl
most entirely destoyed by a species of cat-
terpiliar, wo reachied the Chute and Jocko
in the midst of n vain storrg, and cncamped
there.

On the 18th we arrived at the Grand Deo-
charge, when some excitotment was caused
by tho filling of & boat, and consequentdan-
fer of an old voyageur.

Tho following mormng, with a fanning
breeze, wo proceeded on our last doy's jour.
ney on the Winsipeg. At Les Dakies wo
madea portage, whici we avoided on our
former trip,2as floating down the river, it is
eusy to run these rapids, but ascending, the
boats have to be laboriously tracked for
soveral miles, or a potlage, 320 paces in
length, tobo made. We proferred the lat
ter as being tho most expeditions. Wo en-
camped after baving left Rat Portage, st
the Hudson Bay Post,

Sirike tents early in the moruing, and un-
der the influence of a light brecze, embark
on the Lako of the Woods. _Eocamp on an
island within o fow miles of the Grand Tra.
yErse,

Wedneslay 21st,—After rowing a cougple
of miles a strong head wind compels us to
seck shelter.  Weo renain on o small istand
all day, and.as tho weather does not moder
ate. encamy thero for the night.

OUn the next morning, Thursday, 22nd, at
50'clock, the wind being favorable, we make
sail and at noon tve arrive at Fort Louise, at
the mouth of Rainy River.

We encamped that night sboud twenty
miles up, where the Matsing River and
joins Rainy River an the Mionesota side.

Friday and Saturday were spent in a tive-
somo pull against the current. On Satur-

day cvening wo encamp aboud six miles
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from YFort Freancis, the mon pretly much
used up with so much rowing.

On tha following morning wo reach g
Fort, wheve wo fiud o large number 3¢ f
dian Dodges. a counch having been called to
meot tha Cammissionors Messrs Simpson,
Dawson and Pither, in order to muko the
proposed treaty.

Wo rested here all day, Church Parade
being ordered at 235 p. m. The Indiage
appeared to bo interested in the service, in
quiting what it meant. Imuay observe that,
without & single exception, all the Indiwe
assembled on this occasion were Pagaus.

On the next moraing, after having awaig,
ad for soma tima the avrival of Mr. Grahag
of the Public Works, who had expected 1»
overtalke ug at Rat Portags, wo sitled, and
aftoe & splendid run of six hours, we arnve
at Baro Portage.

On Tuesday, with a fair wind wo cress
Lake Namekan, sail up Loow river, and pass
tho throe portages in the neighborhood of
Loon Luke.

On Wednesday wo traverse Lako Negug
quon and enter the Malges River, the latte
pacrt of this evening, and the wheia af
next forenoon been occupied i e taging
over rough rocks or tracking the boats. ',

Sturgeon Lakeand Dieux Rivieve Portags

were also passed to day (20th), and the
following ovening finds us toiling up e
tortuons French River.  This is & wrelched
Little creek. abiout nine miles in lengih, s
narrow that oars cannot he used, but thy
boais had to be pulled up, and so shallow
it near the Portage that (o men have b
wade in tho water and drag the Joaded enit
up against the current.

Wa entered the riser at § p. m. awd fisd.
ing at 10 o'clock that we were still nt a dis
tance from the portage, we cngamped in 2
kind of & morass, and in the midst of o thus.
dos storm.

We got over the portage (French) by din
ner time, and sailing op Windgoostigon lake
wo arrtve 2t Brale Portage.

Baril portage is passcd tho following duy,
and here wo met o number of employes of
the Board of Works proceeding 1o Fun
Franeis with the cngines, boiles, &c., for the
steamers to be placed on Ruisy Laks asd
Laka of the Waads,

In the afternoon after along pull of twen
ty muiles wo reach the Height of Lamd for
tage, where Mr, Uawson and & number o
workmen and enngrants were encimpud,

This portage is wonderfully uuproted
stnce wo passed it Jast July. It has bea
¢« curduroyed,” and so0 made very vasy
pass compared o formerly,

A few bours in the mutning did all va
portaging, and the bLrigade, basing stond
themselves in three boats, we were taken i
tow by the small steamer launch, svhich was
formerly at Yhunder Bay, and speedily Laad
ed ai Kashaboiwe Portago.

There wowers delayed all day throug
tho over-officiousness of a Mr. Van Noraag,
who had instead of delivering the message
entrusted to iny, made such a ropresentz
tian of our numbers that, in wating for
as ordered by 3r, Dawsen. the captain of
tha littlae steamer, owing to Mr. Van Sor
mon's represeniation, thought it better t
proteed Lo McNeill's Bay for moro boals;
so that instead of being able to procew
when were ready at 1 p. . we were 5ot o
our way untit 8.30, arriving at abour 1120
at thie end of Shebandowan LIake,

On Tuesday, July 4th, being the next doy
wo waited unul tho afterncon for baggege
waggons 3 theso arviving wo warched at K
o'clock, encamping at the Askondagis
Creck,

The next morning ab 6.30 , we march one

‘.




