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made, their Lordships approved of the ship
on the responsibility of Messrs. Laird and
Captain Coles, and the Chiof Constructor,
was 8o iniormed. Their Lordships were|
uite aware that tho Controller of tho Navy |
3id notapprove of the desi;ﬁx of the Caplatn,
and accepted it with a full knowledge there.
of. Tho Controller of the Navy never sup-
posed that the Capfain would Le in danger
of capsizing, Ilis objections to her were onl
the ground of want of seaworthiness. Was
not pushad. to this paint. It was inconceiv- |
able that, having any such fear, lio should,
have any responsibility. )
Tne examination was then concluded by
a question from tho Iresident: I gather
from athousand sourcos of information, and
partly from the summary, that the construc-
tion of this ship was forced upon the Ad-
ralty by what is called the public opinion,
in the periodic.l papera of the day and in
the Houses of Parliament,
The Court then adjourned.

(To bo conllnugd.)
——eep

‘Che Radicals bave succeeded in making
some important innovations in English con-
stitutional usages, beforethe advent of John
Bright and the Manchester school of politi-
cal philsophers thoe sound maxim that the
majorily rules was rogarded as the key-stone
of constitutionalism; the following will
show the effect of the doctrines of the new
school :—

#In London, Manchester and other Eng-
lish cities, voting by ballot in the election of
School Boards has been introduced, but in a
different system from that in vogue in
America, Every ratepayer, withoutdistinc-
tion of sex, was allowed to ocast as many
votes as there were members to be elected
in his or her district, giving one for each
candidate, or uniting them all ina ¢ plum-

er’’ for one aspirant, Thisis called cumu-

ative voting, and ~n elector living in a dis-
triot where thero were five members to be
chosen could voto for the five candidates on
his favourite ticket, or throw five votes in
favor of a single one. In Manchestor, where
fifteen members were to be chosen, and
where there were only about seven thousand
Catholic voters, the latter co combined and
plumped their votes that they elected two
candidates with the highest vote of the day,
giving Canon Toole, aCatholic priest, 54,560
votes. while the highest Protustant voto was
but 35.4lv. Many women voted at these
cleotions, and several women were among
the successful candidates, both in London
and Manchester.

Tho vote by ballot is one of the institu
tions advocated by tho party of which the
1ato Prosidont of the Board of Trado is the
representative man, and if managed in the
manncr set forth its result would be govern-
ment by cliques, rings and scamps. Such are
the beauties of tho ballot and other innova-
tions.

~-

In consequence of the stiong recommend
ation of Euarl Speuncer, the Lord.Lieutenant
of Ireland, Government have decided that
the Irish Militia shall be called out fortrain-
ingnoxt year.

II. R. H. Prince Arthur, Lieutcnant Rifle
Brigade, will leave duty at Woolwich, on the
20th inst. on leave of absence for three
waeks, during which time ho will remain
with Her Majesty the Queen.

THE FRENCH ARMY.

~WHAT 11 HAS COST AiD LOST.

‘Tho manuer in which Francb has been do
prived of her regular army, by loses in bat-
tlo aud by capture, is astounding. She com-
menced tho war with 430,000 regular troops.
‘Thisg is what has become of them *

Capturcd at Weissenburg 1,000
Captured at Woorth. .. ... 6,000
Captured at Spicheren.... . .... 2300
Cyuptured at Saargemund, Hagu-nau,

and Litchenberg . . .. ... 1.377
Captured at Vionville. . ., 2,000
Captured at Gravelotte. .. . ... . 3,000
Captured at Vitry . ...... 850
Captured at Beaumont .. 2,856
Captured at Sedan . R4450
Captured at Laon ..... ...... 2.080
Cupturedat Loul.............. ... 2,240
Captured at Etrasbourg. ... ....... 15,347
Captured at Schelestadt, &o........ 5000
Captured at Metz........ ... .... 155.000

Total...... N teeeeniaann 285,700

‘Tho losses by death in action, and in hosi-
pital by wounds and sickness, havo been
$1,300 men. There remains consequently
of the 430,000 only 63,000 men, and of these
50,000 are in Paris and others are with Gen.
Aurelles on the Loire. Besides this loss in
men, France has had taken from her
since the war began more than 3,500 can-
non and 35,000 horse., In tho loss of
men are not included the National Guards
and Gardes Mobiles talen prisonors at vari-
ous places, nor the garrison of Metz, but
simply the soldiers of the regular army.
The Pays sums up the money loss of France
from the beginning of the war until this time
as follows :—War armaments from 1868 to
1870, £40 000,000; fortificatinns destroyed
whicn will have to be rebuilt, £60,000,000 ;
losses of muskets, cannons and other war
material destroyed or captured, £60,000,-
000 ; destruction of buildings and ficlds by
both sides £80,000,0C0; total or partial ruin
of manufacturers andother proprietors, £40,-
000,000 ; war indemnity to Germany, £100,-
000,000; losses in consequence of the in.
fluenceof these disasters, £50,000,000 ; total,
£460,000,000.

A Rar Srorv.—OQur Grennock correspon
dont narrates the following:—A few weeks
ago the ship Bannockburn arrived at Gren-
nock from Queboc with a cargo of timber.
As usual, all the bonded stores were put
into the store room in the cabin, and sealed
up by the Customs’ authorities. Since that
time parties visiting the cabin have occas
ionally been startled by extraordinary noises
inside the store room, but owing to the Cus-
toms’ seal being atfixed to the door, no ac-
cess was obtained till yesterday, when an ap
plication was made by the owners to have
all the bonded articles romoved to the
Queen’s warahouse. Amonge. tho stores
was an American flour barrel, containing
several pounds weight of coffee beans
saturated with blood, and on further
investigation being made, tho cabin
floor where thebarrel stood was found to be
in a similar condition, while inside the bar-
rel about two dozen heads and tails of rats
were found. No other portion of tho bodies
or entrails of the brutes could be secn, How
the vermin mettheir deaths and their bodies
should have been consumed (bones and all)
their heads and tails being left behind,
must, we fear, remain a mystery. The sur-
mise, however, is that the rats having got
into the barrel amongst the beauns wore un
ablo to getout agein, and hunger and thirst
overpowering any sense of respect even rats

may ontertain for brother rats under moro
favorable circumstances, they had devour-
¢d ono another, leaving only, like littlo Bo-
Peep, “their tails bohind them.” lhe ques.
tion naturally arises ~—\What becamo of tho
last rat, how did it manage to escape, or
what wasits fate ? It is to bo feared this
uestion will rovor bo answered satisfactori:
ly, the heads and tails being all that are loft
as evideace that such a ternblo tragedy bad
been enacted in tho barrel. It should be
stated that there was neither cat nor dog un
board the ship, and no animal hikely to
prove a deadly anemy to the rats could have
got into the state room.— Glasyuw Herald.

Speaking of British interests in China the
Star of India says:—* It is essential, if wo
ae to preserve our position in the East, that
an enlightened policy should be conjoined
with vigorous manngement ; tho China of
to-day is not the Chinn of 1860, and it has
contrived to arm itself in a formiduble man-
ner. 1f China does not malke up its mind to
.xgh§ with us at present, and wo with it, we
shali require, our contemporary thinks, 50,
000 troops at the least to bring it to reason,
g:d to accomplish anything offectual, This
may seem an unnecessarily largo force, but
if 1t took 30,000 troops tg for%e China to
grant our demands in 1860 when it had not
100 men armed with Luropean small arms,
and the only cannon it had worth anything
were those taken from our gunboats lost nt
the mouth of the Peiho, what will it bo 1871
when we have to meet Krupp's guns, and
large boudies of troops drilled in the Euro-
pean fashxon. and armed with breech load.
ers?” If this necessity exists on tho part
of Great Britain, as the Star of Indiq asserts
that it does, what is the du'y of the United
States in the matter? ‘Lhat the Bulingame
Mission bas ceased to exerb any influence,
it it ever had any, is ovident, That treattos
with China for the protection of foreign resi-
dents reed force to make them respected
;eoex::s g:lu?lly pIa‘in. Horo then, is an op.

rfunity for a * vigorous policy” of the
United States if one is needﬁ. y(‘:m Gen.
Batler fuil {o see this?

— o .

Recreiring.—Qrders have been receiyed at
Wooltwich to suspend recruiting for drivers
in the Royal Artillery, who, since tho re.
duction of the standard, haye boen coming
in at the rato of nearly fifty a day, a circum-
stance beyond all precedent. Numbers of

young men, however, daily offer themselves
at the recruiting depots, and those of the
requisite height are readily accepted by tho
sergoants from various regiments who have
fullen back upon Woolwich sinco it las be.
¢orao0 the rendezvous for recruits, whilo lads
of suitable sizo and strength are readily in
duced tooffer themselves for the Royal Navy,
anc are geldom rejected by the shipping
authorities at tho dockyard,” In conuection
with recruiting may be mentioned a system
of fraad which has boen discovered to havo
been perpotuated under the Army Resorve
Act. Two men are in custody at Woolwich
who are proved to have personated discharg-
od soldiers, and enlisted in tho- Army Re-
serve, not only at Woolrwich, but at Daeptford
and probably other stations in various names,
drawing bounty and pay at thorate of four.
pence per day for several months past. The
defect which _faciitates this species of fraud
is the want of an efficient check or commu-
nleation between tho different stations, such
as the publication of the names of men en
listing would ensuro. At presentit is fear.
od that many men ar» on the resores poll in
two or three pluces,



