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Wa are anxiously looking to the capital
for sundry changes and modifications in the
Militia Bill; alittle diseretion and wisdom
cannot but fail to set matters right, in the
event of which' the approaching summer
will witness a great impefus to volunteer-
ing. From peraanal interviews with the of
ticers of the vavious regimants. T am still
more convinced that at the back of much
expressed discontent thereis a denl of saiis-
faction ut the turn for rood that aithirs
promige.

The complaint very general is that tho
French companies get very rveadily every
concession while the Englishi speaking com-
panies have to beg, supplicate and wait till
no end of time for thew requirements, ‘Chis

"may be the cause o tho feelug may avise
from jealousy and rivalry, but such it is ex.
.
pressed, and it would be as well to show
that no such distinction occurs, =s things
should be. There is no reason why 3ont-
real should not have a Volunteer Forece
commensurate with us wealth and impor-
tance. Wo have a good slaff of oficers, and
Lient. Col. Smith, his #id, Col. Bacon, and
others, have shown their interest in the ef-
ficiency and promotion of the Force in
vagious ways, and would do more were they
not clogged by restrictions and formalities.
The Military School is becoming mor and
more strict, which is as it should he, snd
certificates are only granted to those who
roally merit them, thereby giving to the
Force only men who are capable ofacitng as
officers and not as it was once, mer~ si:ut.
ting dandies, who on parade even coulki not
divest thair tiny hands of the exquisitely
tight fitting lavender kid.

There is little local news of interest.  The
Mount Royal Rifles have received the pay
due to them aud discontent is changed to
open satisfaction.  "The heeper of an house
of ill fame, who is not but ouce was a n.em-
ber of the corps, (kicked out as incorrigible)
appeared before the Recorder in the Hoche-
lagean uniformy.  ile certainly presented a
very grotesque appearmee.  The question
15, wherd did he get the clothes? [ have my
sclf often seen milituy top costs and
trousers worn with impunily by mechanics
and others at their daily avocations, an of-
fence that should be soverely punislied as
it ia gelling too common & practice.

ILR.H. kecps somewhat sectudad at pre-
sent, doubtless taking that rest he so much
needs,  ‘Thera naver \ras a season of ualls,
puties, e, like this.  Business, tho dull,
life is gay. and prevents time hraging heavy
on one.
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EXGLANOS DUTY IN THE RED RIVER
DIFFI ULTY.
{300 the Lan ey 4300t 1tar™)

A e us wo e see, the Pritch G osvern
ment s olly one ¢Hrve lo pussue with
the msnrgent © Winnipeggess,*” as derisive
Americans eall them, and that is to wait
anietly Gl surnaeer acsiee s, w ot then iestore
the Tinperial authornty, if necossary, Ly an
expedition as powerful as that which over-

surgents is no doubt vary romarkable, and
in one respeet exceptionnl, but they are
ploncting it 1n a way tc whichno Government
that intends to continte existing can possi-
bly submit. They are appealing ton foreign
power to as<sist thom in -repalling a legal
Jurisdiction set over thewus by Parliament,
and in tho meantime ;esisting that jurisdie-
tion by force of arms. Fecbnically thoy have
no easeat i, The fow thousand settlers
invevelcon the Red River do not forma
asiony in the modern sense of that term,
that is, & dependent State owing alleginnce
to ior Majesty in the last resort, but wicld-
ing many of the powaers of sovercignty, but
ave situply & body of squatters within Hep
Majesty's dominions, who have been allowed
to do very much as they pleased but who
arenone the less bound to obey the an
thovity set over them, provided only that
the authority is British.  They scem to sec
this themselees, forin the Declaration of
Independence, 15sued on the Sth of Decem-
ber, at Fort taamry, “ President”” John Bruce
deelaves on behalfof the Provisional Govern-
ment, that the settlers have been transferred
without their consent to ¢ a foreign power,?
and intimates that they arercbelling against
that, but the assertion is absolutely without
foundation. ‘Tho Cunadian Dominion is as
much a part of er Majesty’s realm as the
county of Cornwall, and the settlers have as
much legal right to vesist their annexation
to Canadn as the people of Cromuarty would
have toaesist the fusion of thelr oddly di.
vided county into Rass and Sutherland
shires. In driving out Mr. JdeDougall, if he
were legally appointed,—an fact of which
thero is some doubt,—they are resisting the
Queen’s vepresentative; and resistanco of
thnt kind canno: be tolerated it the Empire
is Lo hold together. Itis one thing to allow
< Colony, organised by Pahament witha
view to its ultimate independence. to go
free after naegular voteand negotiation, and
quite another to permit ahandtul of settlers
1o kick out the Royal flag and wransfer tho
tarritories they happen 10 roam over toa
foreign power. the Winnipeggers claim the
North West, of which they do not oczupy a
thousandth p:rt, and are said to intead to
appeat to Yresident Grant that they and
“their’” possessions may be included within
the Union. [t is auite impossible for any
Government o put up with carcion of that
kind, and great as the difficulties in tho way
of action are, they must be faced, and faced
by Great Bnitam. It 1s ner authority which
is resisted, aund not that of Cansada, for the
settlers have not furmed themselvesinto a
Colony willing to accent a British Govern
ment.  They nught have waited a fow yoars
fur the fusion ordered vy Parliament; but
rot into a state claining mdependence, and
intending to reqra st admittance to the
Union. The diflicuity of exerting British
jbowvar at that distance xnd in such a loxality
18 very great, bugit must bo faced as similar
ditliculues were fzced 1 Abyssinia, or wo
must be content to allow that Briush au.
thority can be sal-iy delic.d wheneverit is
inconvenient to exerl it,—that is we must
surcender tho first idea of empire. Itis
rroatly 10 Iro regretted that a force cumot
‘bc despatched to the Red River at ence, but
| that s, wo presume, impossible. We can-
ynot proceed: by the natwal route through
Miunesota, the republic forbidding transit
for troops across its territury, and action by
Jthe Canadian voute imvolves the march of
' 1p)0 men, with arms, smmanition, and bag
1eage—that is practicaliy of U0 men and
1500 horses—through au impervious forest
i which every pound of forage st be car-
Tried, and every step of the road must be cut

ba pronounced impossible. The men would
die of colidl und want of provisions, or arrive
too exhansted to Le of service. There is
notlhing to do bhut wait: but the weather
oneo favorable, that road must be mado at
any expense, and the Red River brought
back to its allegiance, if necossary, by force.
‘The danger of Ametican complicateons,
though no doubt considerable, must be
faced as courageously as nay be, full con.
sciousness thatitis serious, buta full re.
solve also not to sufler it to enfeable an Im.
perial policy. Ifwe are to remain in North
America at all, we must actin our own do-
minions without this incessant reference to
the ileas of statesmen who never deflact
their own policy out of any deferenco to us.
Thereis neither dignity nor safety in this
perpetiial apprehension of a power which
kmows perfectly well that war with Great
Britain would be tho gravest ovent ju its
history. and if not insulted or assailed, will
at least choose a great occasion for so great
astruggle. ‘The Union does not want the
Red River atthe price of 2 seven yeoars’
war.
¢ DButwe may be asked, «lthough these set-
tlers by lake Winnipegare legallyin the
wrong, may they not have a moral justifica-
tion for their action? ‘Thisis only to ask
again the ohi question of the limit to the
right of insurrection. Ilas every communily,
hosweever, small, the right to destrey an or-
ganization, however great, becauso it thinks
that by such destruction it may benefit it-
self? May the people of tho Orkneys moral-
Iv claint o right to set up for themselves?
Wo dare say the few thousands of people
represented at Fort Garry would be a good
! deal happier if their possessions formed a
i State of the Union, aund 1if they governed
themselves in the rough way they like, and
if they were exempt from any fear of Cann-
dian taxation, and if they were left in full
anjoyment of their prastical monopoly in
tho wasle land.  We do not know that they
would be, but we are gquile willing to as-
sume that they know their own business
best.  DBut then the happiness of Rod River
settlers 1s surely not the nitimate end of tho
world's politica, or even of those of North
Ameriea; and it is as certain as anything of
that kind can bo that the world and the con-
tinent would both be injured by the inde-
pendence of the Red River. The world
would be injured bacause its freest an'l most
civilised State would be proclainied porwer-
loss to hold her own—n failure in  organisa-
tion and ih ideal: and North Ameriea would
lose is greatest prospect, tho rise of two
agreat and friendly, but different political
civilisations. ‘The plan of the Canadian Do
mintonis a very great and very wiso one,
aad we cannotadmit tho right of a few thou-
!sand settlers, whother half-breeds or whole
i breeds. 1o mar it, either for thosalo of their
! own political digaity or their own personal
! comfort We regret greatly that they shoula
suffer; wa would make any concession com-
patible with the general policy, and aronot
{ withont respect for the kind of self esteem
thred by political isolation and the habit of
!indepondcnco; but thos: feclings, though
thoy would induce us to spare aftersubjuga-
1 tion would not induce us to avoid subduing.
i The British Parliament and the immense
mnjority of persons in British Awerica bavo
agreed to found there a grand State, and
tany group of individuals who canuot ap.
prove “hie plan must cither endure it patient.
Iy or depart, They canno! be sllowed to
stand inthe way cither of the Jmperial
carcer, or of the destiny which tho whole
| Empire deems the most fortunato for the
vast territory, in which their scttlement is

threw King Theodore. ‘The case of the in ! with the axe, a work Jwwhich in winter may * but a pretentious vitlage.



