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revealing tho actual truth and furnishing
data and precedents for use in the future.

Tho year 1764 saw the subsidence of theo
Iast ywavo of tho ten year's strugglo between
the Fréhch and English monarchies for the
possessior: of the Nortli American Continent
which was believed to have finally fallen un-
der tho rulo of the latter fofever—her pos-
sessions oxtending from the Gulf of Florida
eastward to Halifax embraced the whole At.
lantic coast line of the continent—by the
Peaco of Paris it was extonded to Labrador
and comprised with the Province of Canada
all West of the Alleghany range to the shores
of the Pacific—to the North this Territory
hed no defined limits South, it was bounded
by tho Mississippi. East of the Alleghanies
extending to the Atlantic the area covered
by the thirteen Colonies consisting of Georgia,
Northand South Carolina, Virginia, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, Rhode
Island, New York, Massachusetts, Connecte-
cut and New Hampshire, containing on the
aggregate 340,000 square miles of territory—
peopled by between two and three millions
of British Colonists or in great part by their
descendants. Each of those Colonies were
allowed by their charter to elect a Legislature
consisting of one or two houses and with the
exception of Delaware a Lioutenunt Governior
or Governor, but such a thing as a responsible
administration docs not appear to have been
thought of; hence the peculiar features of
the p"esent American system, where an irre-
sponsible ministry without seats in ecither
house of Congress, consequently without the
confidence of the members, controul the des-
tinies of tAirty millions of souls. Virginia,
the first sottled in the begirning of the Sev-
enteenth Century by wealthy aristocratic
families from Great Britain who carried with
them the prevailing notions of prerogative
and High Church Government, was the last
portion of *he British Empire which yielded
to Cromwell’s usurpation, and the first to re-
nounce obedience by proclaiming the worth-
less Charles the Second for one hundred and
fifty years after its establishment did not
contain & single place of worship for Roman
Catholics or Protestant Dissenters. Its influ-
ence up to the disastrous war between the
Northern and Southern Statesin 1862-65 was
most extensive in the political affairs of the
United States—it produced the greatest men
as Soldiers, Statesmen, Jurists and Literatic
which the Union could boast—but now falten
under thb power of & democracy she is like
Frankinstein destroyed by the mo..ster of
her own creation.

Massachusetts and the New England Col-
onies were sottled by religious and political
refugeesfrom England, cast out by the throes
of that agitation in Church and State which
culminated in the Great Rebellion, and ex-
cept the stupid Scotch pedant who then filled
the throne of the Great Tudor wished to get
rid of them ab any price, it is inconceivable
that, blockhead as he was, he should have
given a charter which virtually threw all the

Govornment_ into the hands of tho ruling
cldors o thoy thus afforded tho sxtraordi
noty examplo of erecting an ccclesiastical
tyranny of their own, although to avoid o far
milder ono under Laud they literally became
exiles and wandurers in the wilderness, and
to malke the paraliel more complets having
thomselves suffered and escaped persecution
thoy at once set up as persecutors on their
own account, and having experienced the
horrors of intolerance to show theirappreci-
ation thereof they improved on tho practice
and hanged for difference of opinion where
Laud only fined. This charter allowed them
notonly to clect their Houso of Assembly,
but also their Governor, Judges, and all Ex.
ecutive officers; swayed by a crafty and am.
bitious priesthood whose wholo object was
the reigo of the “Saints on Farth,” it is easy
to understand that nothing in the political or
moral teaching of the New Englanders tend-
ed to loyalty to Great Britain or her institu.
tions. As old “ Lenthal” used to say, the
“ Presbyterial form of Government” which
had totally failed in old England found a
congeninl home in New England and held in
the Pilgrim Fathers tho germs of that insub-
ordination, that lawlessness, and thatsacerdo.
tal ascendancy which culminated in the suc-
cessful Rebellion of 1775.

The Colonies betwaen Virginir and Massa-
chusetts had Charters partaking of the char.
acter of both ; in Pennsylvania the Governors
were nominated by the proprietors and fre-
quently at issue with their House of Assem-
bly, in fact the Pritish Colonies were an ill
organised and worse governed series of com-
munities each bhaving or thinking they had
seperate interest and rights ; anoiher cle-
ment not favorable to tho develoPmcnt ofa
high moral, pohucal or religious tone in
society, was the fact that those colonies had
become a very cave of Adullam for all the
desperate charactersof the British Isles, and
was theplace to which the least blameable of
their criminals had been expatriated.

From all this it is cvident that amongst
such people loyalty or nationality as a sent1-

‘1 ment could not exist. Removed to what, as

measured by time, would now be called a
long distance from the Mother Country, es-
tranged and exaspérated by the operation of
causes, just or unjust, the descendants of
such men or themsecives would doubtless
seek the first opportunity of vengence, cspe-

cially as in striking the blow they would
probably be advancing their own interests,

Commercially the condition of thoso Col-
onies were such as to mako somo change
desirable. It was a period when “monopo-
lies,” national and individual, wero looked
on a3 the whole scienco of trade. England,
by navigation laws, tried tofence around her
industries and to increase their price to her
customers, under the idea that by so doing
she was nourishing them. Xer revenue in
1775 was about £16,000,000 (sixteen million
pounds) sterling per annum, which isas
wrung from the necessities of her people.

It was not then understood that the sim-

plo principle of buying in the cheapest and
solling in tho dearest markets constituted
the wholo scienco of commerce, and that any
measuro which restricted thisin the slightest
degree was injurious to peoplo and country
alike.

As a rulo Great Bntmn tried tocompel her
Colonies to trado with horself alone. So lax
indeed weroe the bonds in which sho held
them that neither Stainp Act or duty on tea
would have provoked an outbreak if the
trado with tho Spanish Main bad not been
interfered with.

At this period Spain, with trifling excep-
tions, ormed allSouth America—acting onthe
recognised principle all foreign nations were
forbidden to trade with her Colonists, and
the most fearful penalties were inflicted fora
breach of this regulation whenever ill luck
brought the bold smuggler into the hands of
the Spanish Guaulwcostas.'l‘he New England
Fishermen knew the value of & cargo and
anned to the teeth would take the risks fight
tho Spanish armed vessels when necessary,
and managed to carry on quite a brisk trade
with the West Indies and Spanish Main, The
real cause which precipitated the rebellion
of 1775 was the measures taken forthe estab
lishment of o more cfticient Custom'’s police,
in which the vessels of the Royal Nav were
employed for the suppression of srm  gling
by an Act of Parliament passed in 1763. The
consequence of its extension to North Amer.
ica was the suppression of the trade with the
Spanish Main to the great loss of the British
people and the all but ruin of the Colonists;
not only did it affect the New England Col-
onies, but also thoso to the West and South,
and was the direct cause of the subsequent
rebellion to which the Stamp Act orTea Duty
was only a mere pretence ; this discontent
was engendered by the severity with which
the Custom House regulations were enforced
and tho untaught zeal of the naval officersto
whom that duty was entrusted carried ruip
and destruction through the Provinces. Ifin
addition to all this the ill feeling evoked in
the minds of tha Militin Officers who had
served through the Campaigns of 1754-64, by
the neglect with which they were treated and
the contemwpt they must have felt for such
men}as Lord London, Genorals Webb and
Abercrombie, sufficient reasons will be given
to account for the show of force exhibited at
the outset, the early determination arrived
at to cast off all semblanco of allogiance and
the readiness with which life and estate was
perilled in this quarrel.

It is not a. all necessary to suppose that
the feclings of patriotism, properly so called,
were in any case evoked during the contest:
that refuge of scoundrelism, according to Cur-
ran, could exerciso little influence on men
whose first act was to strike o matricida) blow
at the existence of their nativeland, to band
together with its encmies for whom scarcely
twenty years previously thatnhtive land had
scattered her treasures, burdened her peo
ple and shed their blood fiko water tode
fend them. No, the real governing motives



