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GorpeN Texr.—“ A double-minded
man is unstable in all his ways.”—Jas. i.8.
PrELUSORY.—Our lesson forms the
close of a very singular bit of history. A
prophet of God was called upon to curse
the people of God! Because of the
“wages of unrightcousness ” that were
held out to him, this prophet actually de-
sired to pronounce a curse upon the na-
tion that God had chosen, but was com-
pelled to utter a blessing instead. The
history is a striking revelation of the fact
that a man could be a prophet of God,
and yet not be above the grosser tempta.
tions of this world. The fact secems to us
a very strange one, and yet the record
does not speak of it as though it were.
As it always does, it tells the truth, and
leaves the reader to form his own conclu-
sions. Balaam among the prophets, and
Judas among the apostles arc enigmas that
are hard to solve. Each onec seems to
have been a ¢ son of perdition,” and yet
they were admitted to peculiar and spe-
cial privileges such as, at the time of their
possession, would seem to have endorsed
them as saints. We do not pretend to
have a theory concerning this that is per-
fectly satisfactory. DPerhaps it is not well
to attempt any. ‘The lesson in regard to
it, however, is exceedingly plain. ¢ Where-
fore, let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall.”  And the higher
the elevation the more terrible is the fall.
And now, perhaps, it will be best to an-
ticipate a little, and to look at the steps
of Balaam’s fall. When the first messen-
gers came, it would appear that he had
no particular self-struggle in sending them
back. They came * with the reward of
divination in their hand,” but without any
parleying, such as would show a desirc to
g0, he dismissed them, saying, * ‘The
Lord refuseth to give me leave to go with
you” God’s refusal had been very clear,
and very peremptory : ¢ Thou shalt not
go with them : thou shalt not curse the
people; for they are blessed.” Balaam's
answer to the first approach was as 1t
should have been. But Balak not thus
was to be put off. He sent other and
“more honourable ” ambassadors, offer-
ing larger and more seductive induce-
ments. By this time that man of God
had had more time to think about it. He
weakened under the power of these bribes.
Instead of sending them back, as he
should have done, on the strength of
what God before had said to him, he
made manifest his strong wish to go by
asking Balak’s cmissaries to tarry over
for a night, that he might know what the
Lord weuld say unto him more.  This
virtually was an appeal to the Lord to re-
verse his decision, and lét him go. And
it was in answer to this petition that God
gave him permission to go, but showed
his displeasure at his taking eager advan-
tage of this sufferance by sending an
angel to meet him upon the way, with a
drawn sword in his hand. It is plain
that Balaam’s reply to the sccond ap-
roach was nof what it should have been.
He should not have dallied with tempta-
tion.

It is not difficult to sce what led the
prophet to go with the messengers of
Balak. Even if it were, the apostlc Peter
has made it plain. Asthe New Version
(3 Peter ii. 15) has it: “Balaam loved
the hire of wrong-doing.” He did not
love the wrong-doing itself, but the hire
that #as offered him.  He gladly would
have received the wages without the work
had ttat been possible He did not set
out with the intention of disobeying the
Lord—but with the hope of getting hold
of Balak’s silver and gold. The rewards
that had been held out to him had
brought him into a state of double

The sequel shows how dangerous it is
to be irresolute with regard to tempta-
tions. Ifa man kicks them out heis
done with them - if he gives them a re-
spectful audience, he is likely to be taken
captive by them. Balaam listened, and,
therefore, he went.  He did not mean to
curse the people whom the Lord had
chosen to blets, but before he returned
to his home, on account of his disap
pointment in not receiving the *hire of
wrong doing " upon which he had set his
heart, he had come into the spirit of
cursing.  He had become an e¢nemy of
God's people.  He did what he coaldto
bring about their ruin.  He craftily ad-
vised Balak to destroy their purity
through the licentious rites of Baal. He
in this way was the cause of much suf-
fering to Isracl, though he did not accom-
plish all that he contemplated. At the
last he miserably perished at the hands
of the people he had been hired to injure,
And thus by contrast he furnished a most
striking commment upon his own devoutly
expressed wish : ** Let me die the death
of the righteous, and let my last end be
like his !”

AN AnGry Kinc (10, 11).—1. Ais
Wrath. Called thee to curse—thou
hast—blessed.

* Of course Balak was angry. He had

been at a good deal of pains and ex-
pense to secure the presence of this man,
who, he supposed, had in his control the
destinies of nations. T'wice he had sent
ambassadors for him. After his coming
he had built for him twenty-one altars,
and made offerings upon each one of
them. He had good reason for his anger.
He had sent for Balaam for a particular
purpose. He had called him to curse
the Israelites.  1f the prophet could not
do this, he should not have come, butso
have said. His coming was an implied
promise that he would do according to
the king’s wish. And now he had done
just th~ opposite of that tor which he
had been brought for so great a distance !
According to the king's view he had
strengthened his enemies;Yinstead of
withering them. Virtuslly the prophet
had violated his agreement. As we
have said, the king was justified,so far
as the prophet was concerncd, in being
wrathful.

11. His vetaliation. The Lord hath
kept thee back from honow.

No curse—no reward. Balak had not
promised to fee the prophet for blessings.
There is more in this, however, than a
reminder of the business basis upon which
they stood. Balak meant to tantalize the
prophet with the magnitude of the reward
which he had lost. And there seems to
be, also, a rehish in ascribing the loss to
Jehovah, whose directions the prophet
was following, and whose servam he pro-
fessed to be. The king appeared to
have aimed to produce in the mind of
Balaam a dissatisfaction with his Divine
Master. Hedid as a good many wicked
persons now do, who delight to show to
goud men how they have missed it in a
worldly way by not yielding to their evil
solicitations, or following their knavish
advice. He was one of that vast number
who try to make it out that it docs not
pay to serve the l.ord with strict fidelity.
And the result of that teaching is that
we have a great many people who are as
double-minded as was Balaam., ‘They
are reaching with their right hand after
the things cf this world, while with their
left they are trying to keep enough hold
of the Lord so that they may not be lost.
They are attempting to do that which is
impossible.  “ No servant can serve two
masters ; for either he will hate the one,
and love the other, or clss he will hold
to the one and despisc the other. Ye
can not serve God and mammon.”

would have saved Balaam from the shame
that now perpetually is his.  He opencd
to him a carecer that would have made
him illustrious for all time. Upon this
he turned his back, and now there are
none to *do him reverence.  Balak's
house full of silver and gold was as noth-
ing in value to that he hac lost.  His end
and the estimate in which'}e now is held,
shows whether it pays best to serve the
Lord, or to serve the devil.  The devil's
bribes can not compare with th. T.ord’s
rewards. And hc makes a very pou:
bargain indeed, who sells his own soul—
although he may get the whole world for
it.

A TRUTH-ADHERING PROPHET (12,
13).—Said I not unto thee, etc.

Balaam adhered to the letter of the
truth, though he violated its spirit. He
could take refuge behind this ¢ Said I
not,” though his acts had said the con-
trary. In this history his lips and his
deeds had beun at varnance.  He indeed
had told the messengers that he could
not go beyond the word of the Lord—
but he had not informed them that God
had said to him : “‘T'hou shalt not curse
this people ; for they are blessed.” He
had come along with them allowingthem
to understand that he was fettered only
by what the Lord inthe future might re-
veal unto him.  He thus gave them an
encouragement that he had no right to
give. Morally, it was not just for him to
retreat behind this “said I not.” And,
too, relative to the truth that had been
revealed to him, he faithfully had adhered
to that—because he did not dare do other-
wise. ‘The vision of that angel with the
drawn sword was just enough to compel
him to speak just the word that God put
into his mouth. His adhesion to the
truth had no virtue in it.

If “ can not" had been * will not,” the
answer of Balaam to the messengers
would have been a noble one, and would
have been wuith referrin7 to for justifi-
cation, supposing that there had heen no
concealment besides ; for “can not” in-
dicates helplessness—* will not” personal
abinty.  “ Can not” shifts the responsi-
bility upon the Lord —* will not” takes
that burden upon itself.  “Can not” is
the expression of one who is bound—
“ will not” is the utterance of one who
feels that he has a liberty of choice, and
who speaks according to his preference.
“ Can not” is the confession of a slave—
“will not” is the declaration of a free
man.  * Can not” is an apology—** will
not" isa defiance. You can trust the
men who will say 2/l nof to stand by
their colours—-you never are sure of those
who merely say they can not. \Whenthe
sense of restraint is taken away, there is
no telling to what excesses in evil the
latter may go. Balaam is an instance of
this. “Then theirreal choice is made ap-
parent. True loyalty is better than an
oath of allegiance.

But Balaam’s answer, false-hearted
though it was, suggests: 1. That heis
safe who adheres to the commandments
of God. Itis better to walk according
to the letter of the law, than to throw it
aside altogether.  Balaam observiag it
after an external fashion was better than
Balaam actively at war with God’s peo-
ple. Those who keep the letter of the
Jaw arc in a fair way to catch its spirit,—
always excepting, of coursc, those who
have become thereb, incurably self-right-
cous. 2. Lhat one should be fortified
against all bribes and temptaticns by a
“thus saith the Lord.” It was with this
that our Saviour Himself met the temp-
tations of the devil. Those assuredly
will decide right who look into the
Scriptures for direction in all matters in
regard to which they are in any doubt.
3. That they who speak God's message

words of God, &c.

The circumstances indicate that this
revelation came without invitation either
from Balak or Balaam. Iitherto Ba-
laam had sought the lLord to ascertain
His will—now the Lord sought him that
He might make His will known. The
Lord, as it were, seized upon him—Ba-
laam falling into a trance. In tais state
He made known to him things of far
more exceeding import than anything
which before He had revealed unto him.
0= nrevious occasions He had shown to
him the destinies of the people whom he
bad been called upon to curse—now He
makes known to him the career of one
infinitely above the people.  Tte Lord
dirccted the gaze of the prophet upward
away from the motley muiltitude before
him until he sees one who shines re-
splendent as a Star, and who holds in
His hand the Sceptre of universal author-
ity. Before he had looked only upon
Israel—now he was permitted to behold
the face of Christ.

1. The Prophet's Prediction.
cerning Christ.
is not now, &c.

This was one of the dazling visions of
the Saviour that was given to the proph-
ets. Some such visions had Daniel, who
beheld “One like the Son of man” come
down from the clouds of heaven, and
approach tothe Ancient of days. T'osoine
of the prophets was grantect a sight of
the Saviour in His glory, and to others a
view of Him in His humiliation. Isaiah
appears most clearly to have seen Him,
both when He was rejected of men, and
in His subsequent exaltation. In the
prophecy before us,1tis plain that Balaam
saw beyond the cross, and beheld not the
thorn-crowwned Saviour, but the Star-
crowned Kingl

The Star that Balaam saw was “ the
bright and morning star” of Revelation.
Its coming was the token of the dawning
of the day of righteousness. Isaiah
beheld its aproaching illumination, and
exclaimed : ** The people that walked in
darkness have seen a great light; they
that dwell in the land of the shadow of
death, upon them hath the light shined.”
Israel began to look for the advent of
this Star as the herald of their salvation.
The magi were the first to note its shin-
ing, and came to Jerusalem with the
eager enquiry, ** Where is he that is born
king of the Jews ?” They had seen the
Star, and now tiey were looking for the
Scepter? For eighteen centuries that
Star has been shining, its light increasing
all the while.  And now we are wonder-
ing when the dawn 1t has brought shall
become the perfect day, when the dark.
ness of earth shall disappear, and the
Sun of righteousness shall arise with heal-
ing in His wings!

2. Concerning Christ's Kingdom. Shall
smite the corners of Moab, and destroy
all the children of Sheth.

It would seem as if the prophet saw
the type and the antitype—David and
Christ—on the same line of vision. He
spoke of both, therefore, as if they were
one. That would account for the ming-
ling of events that were near and that
were far, and for the assignment to one
of achievements that were accomplished
by both. The verbs “smite " and * de-
stroy” do not appear properly to char-
acterize the rule of Christ, but they do
apply with emphasis to the reign of
David. It is probable that the prophet
saw more clearly the character of the
conquest that was the nearest rather than
that whiah was the most remote, and
spoke accordingly. But the prophecy of
subjugation is nit exhausted upon the
reign of David. He did not completely
exterminate the enemies of Israel. He

(Concluded on page 7.)

I. Con-
I see Him though He



