
T11E CJXNADIAN JOUIZNAL 01- FABRICS.

FLAX CULTURE AND THE MANUFACTURE 0F LINENS
TO TAKE TIIE PLACE 0F COARSER COTTONS IN

NEW ENGLAND.*

It nîay be of iuîercst to refer briefiy to thle liistoryv
f the fiax in(htstrN' ini titis couîîîtrv. Tilt art of raisiti-r

flax and spiîiling ht by hiaud wvas brotught to titis country
iltU earlieSt C0ioîîistS. 111 1629 the 1-usglisli Parlia

u.directed tliat flax shouldf lic cuitivated for liber in
\iasacusets.As early as iù4g the plant was citf

%.ited ini Virginia by Captaiti M'attIiews. Alniost ever%
hiiiscwife iii the colonies wvove lilîeus bv lbaud. lin

î7ý'O thie Sccrctary of ilhe 'Treastirv rcported duit tilt
i iîîfact tre of liin goods iu a liotiseliold %vaý hia.

I .ncoln ant estabhhshed inidustry. it %t iii he renient
iiir.] l titis saisie year (1790). the first Cotton iii was

iià>l>ecte<i by George WVashington. l'its litieti mains
î..cturc antedates thiat of cotton in titis cotuîtry b%

ii.r 150 years. It tIiay ie said, ini rcepi% to tlins state
mis~u, titat the Iiien induistrN was of liatti coiîsequeîîcc

.a titis carly date. Buit tlîirty vears before ftie crection
ýî thic fi-st cotton iii, Nlassaclitsetts and] Rhode Island
in a single vear reportcd ineariy 30,00J yards of liien
fabrics ilade iii failles. Ail the records iu New Eîîg-

land. shiow a disposition to cîlcoarage flhe growti and]
in;înufactutrc of flax. A\ hiaf centur: before tilt minsî-
facture of cottoni, Pen~ia .Rhtode Isiand, and Ne%%
York aiso oficre.] special inducenments for the niaîîufac

titre of ceriain kinds of liin goods. lut igto, over
2o.000,o00 yards of Iiinen fabrics wvere mxade iii this
couîntry iu fainilies. Iti addition ta titis, neariv 25.000,-
ooo yards of liniens of coarser quaiity wverc muade. \Vater
and steanm powecr as wveil as iai>or-saving inîacliinierv lia(i
bccni introdtice.] previotis to titis, whichi restilte.] in a1
cotisiderabie extension of the indtistry. But it wvas stili

I.irgeiy a Nvhoiesaie indtistry. l'he folloving statistics,
taken front report No. 9 of -TIhe Fiber Investi-
g.-tions of the United] States I)cpartîr eut of Agricul-

tture," by MNr. Chiarie Richards Dodge, speciai agent o!
the Governxiecnt, wili be o! interest. Ilu 184 9 , 562.312
hîîshis o! flax sec.] wcrc liarvcsted in tilt IUnitedi States,

ai.] 7.709,676 ibs. O! fiber wcre proditcc<. Ili 1859,
:6,67 bishis of secci were hiarveste.]. an.] 4.723,145

Ilis. of flbcr prodtuced. ITu 1869. the proliction of seg:.]
hia. rîsen to 1.7.30 444 bîîs1lîes, whiic thec fl>cr in titis

N , ar rose to the p)icnoni,.-nai total Of 27,133,034 ihs., au]
ai. .it lvCi approaclicci silice. 111 1879, filt prodîti-

tiIn o! se. --as ricariv four tinies tile quantitv folr
ih.. -%car 1869, wvhile the production oi fîher feil tu UIl

... îa.arai~ i insignificanit qIllaîîîitN o! 1,665.546 ibs. 111
.XS.). 12.250,410 bîîsh'cis Of seecl wcrc lia-i-veste.]. The

~.is.]cto filier hiad fallut stca ii~drillg this perioil,
maiil it realie.] .241,389 ibs. ini tltat v-ear.

The rvasoîl for the falinig off lii te produîctioni oi
liber sitice 18ô%). wilile the acreage <if fla., and. the pro-
liuction of siccd wverc rapidi- tnicreastnig. is. iiot far to scclk.

.Extract papa-r icad wcore the Necw Ercian.1lrfaîrr ssoiait.i

'it.. it:tetus giNv ii tui cottoit iit.tiîîtf.î..ttrlit 1). t1Ii. *1ai

%celitioui of the Cottont gin aund sibseqtemit utielixaleal
iiitp)rovetuients., sooni brotigiit dlomst the price o! cottoîl
fabrics titrotigi the sîtari) cotupet itin anlIoig ilatiilft!c.
ttit r. u hIicil foliuwed oni the rapî.l expanisioni of thle iii-
dilsir: . Little by luttle the cîteaper cotins have foutu.]
tit-il %%il% ilitus til li omle. sîleitcittg tihe. spt Nmg whCls

anid an siaIl the loins etigage.] lit the mîa titifac tire oaf
fines- Iiieits. li spite of the deeline oif tilt liiienit tdistrv
Ilte ettrt ut blxlas bteatlil:v iîîcrecased In ibis coîiîtrv.
A\t tilt presett tittie it is grovi ah.nost exclusiveiv for
sç.cd. 'l'ie -,ira%% is of nut valtie ex\celut inii nakiitg certaint
ct,;rseý qîtalitics tif ihîggitxg and tof <ifper. Suîxce 188.) the
1.. tcalge of 11.1. .0\1 ixls iltttte] 'l'lw at its i,
dtse, dit tles t lictiîtt iti iii tilt price <if tixee il

alfau. tiasct take dtritig tii ieritI(. Ille acrezige
bum il liasý hîetil affcctedtl li t),n dubt. b% tilt

'.,Lr% getrai iiiîîrc.,sioii tlîat flax is, ;ait exliaîttig- crop.
A\t thlt preseîît titue tlic ainiaI pro.duictionu <if 11.a. scd.
an.] stram~ is approxititatel:i I2,tÀjJ,ooJ btibliels oif sec.]
ani 300,000 tonts o! liber. It is <Iutltfi, li%t%~c i if titir
'faritierb cati conitinuc tu gro%% fias. iitiefiiltcl% for tilt
sicd. alot. UtiIess suit tise cat iea malie <if the hbc)tr
titis great agricîtltiiral itî..lustr\ %%i1h doabtless, suifer aî

cousi.cra>iedeclitie dlîriîig tue, text decade. Ib it ltit
possible tîtat the iiiîtfactitrersý of! tliis .uttitrý iasz pre-
Nuint titis declitie ? atic tl t:esîrs and] casiest

%%a% o (Io titis is wo fitîu sout for titis txcari\ liaI! a
iillioîî toits o! flas.sra. prouîced aîiniall ii this
co itriy.

Let uis, tdietu, ask an.] attctiipt ta -tiiser two imipor-
tanît questiotns abolit titis tuatter. First, si thie tise oi
titis cixortiotis qîtattity o! ilax-fib)er is possible to lis, %vill

produictioni o! tiax iii titis counitry tîtat favor thic tise of
the fiber liu the mauatîfactuîre of lîtien goods : iîrst.
d1ieu, wiil tie tmanxufacture tif licîti goods pay r' I is con-
cede.] tiat tiext ta Cottoni. flax is tie uuiost tisefuil ands
vailuable of ai commllercil fibtr. I- -,vas ihloîit as. one
tiîîîc tliat cotton goocis, ou accotint of itixprove.]
niietlods of mianiufactuîre. îiîglit iuveiittitly aliliost cii-
tirelv take tie p)lace of Iltitil gouds. Buit plattîiy, titis
is iot ta bce. 'aIorc atnd miore flax is coming W tac agalti
wlitat i. was frot the misîe of the eariest l'liaraolis oi
Eg pt, ta the begiiîîîiîîg of tilt presetît cesititrv, the
fiber of luiitry. wie cottoti fîber is takiiig its place as
the liber o! the muasses. \'ie are itîportiîig atittîtaîll
fr-oni foreigît coutitries over- ;,3o,(xoo.oua w<irtli oi Iitctils
-miore Osiais oine-tett oi our total output ofl iiitattu-ac-
uire.] cuttotis. Lt lias bcîtei ntt. titat tueit: iX

ÇOtISIIItitii o! linieti goods is not far froui oue-tiiiril
elte coîistitîîpttiti <if Cottoni guis In i tîtatt vtlita.ttiut.
Tt niist b c videt thtaï ait. cttittr% tîat prt tîts

!cle]t iiii x titita. titres qaf the %% urici catis Ili ilflord lq,
Itau c no paru it titis ittîpurtant brani <if Iitiittîtn in

miatifacturiutg iii Irelaiui an.] <i, tile ConttittiIt t.. be
C()1lc.tite tuai îtes\t t., tilt ulituttf.î...ir. oi .Iittiiii goosîs


