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TARIFF AMENDMENTS REQUIRED.

There are quite a number of articles enumetated in the free
list of the Capnadian tarifl besides steel rails, such as wire rods,
wire, etc., which shou'? be transferred to the dutiable list.
The nature of these is shown in tariff iteras 542, 585, 594, 597,
598, 600, 601, 602, 603, 625, 626 and 628. These articles are
not now made in Canada to any considerable extent, if at all ;
and should the Government, at the approaching meeting of
Rarliament, not see their way clear to make the trausfer,
perhaps they would be willing to give an assurance to mauu-
facturers that they would do su when they were preparved to
enter upon the production of them, when the tariff' would be
made to give the necessary protection. We have knowledge
that there arc now a number of Canadian manufacturers who,
with such an assurance, are prepared to go intov the produc
tion of many of these articles.

Besides these, there are a number of other articles apon
which it is most desirable that the tariff be ameunded. Canada
is not only a large consumer of steel rails, but of structural
steel also. Hitherto, and until very recently, all our wants in
this direction were supplied from abroad, largely from the
United States; and now that we are beginning to produce
these articles at home it is very desirable that our fiscal policy
in this respect should be similar to that of ti e United States,
under which their iron and steel industries have assumed such
immense proportions.

As we have stated, we have knowledge that some or our
Canadian iron masters propose in the near future to begin the
manufacture of several forms of steel besides rails, thut i, if
adequate tariff protection be extended to them. The en-
couragement now granted by the Dominion Governmunt for
the manufacture of iron and steel fu Caunada cupsists partly
in bounty, which, nnder the law, is decreased each year,
and which will be extinguished in 1907 ; and partly io the
duties imposed in the tariff.

In proportion to the existing tariff as a whole, in the
opinion of some of our manufncturers, the encouragement is
fairly satisfactory except as herein alluded to. 1t would very
naturally be fatal to the successful establishment of other lines
not included in the protection we now have, if the Customs
duties, which are intended to conserve the kome market to
our manufacturcrs, should be limited to the few lines hitherto
made by them. The growing devclopment of the country
r uires that lines of manufacture not hitherto attempted
shoald reccive at least as much encouragement as those

already in existence, else the whole scheme of building up an,

iron industry of national importance would be severely

crivpled. In view of the encouragement already embodied in
the tariff;, and the beneficial results which are flowing from it,
it should not be necessary to urge arguments tv show the
gread value aud importunce of such ap “udustry ; and we
believe that the only logical and possible course for the
Government to pursue is to extend the provisions of the tariff’
from time to time as occasion may require, so as to afford the
same ratio of protection as now to any new lines that may be
undertaken by our manufacturers. These latter must, of
necessity, go intu the unoccupied ficlds as repidly as capital
can be sccured, to the end that Canada r.ay,as far as possible,
supply ber wants frota domestic sources.

The existing systems of tariff and bounty encouragement
are proving of the utmost benefit to Canada ; but these operate
only upon a few forns of iron and steel, in which steel rails,
certain of the heavy furms of structural steel, and all
the other articles Lerein alluded to, are not included; and
our manufacturers are now at a point where proper legisla-
tion must be enacted, if these newer forms are to receive
encouragement similar to that offered to cruder forms,

Haviog reference to the chauges which we think should be
made, we direct attention to the fact that at the present time
structural steel weighing up to 35 pounds per lineal yard is
dutiable at $7 per ton; and it would secm to be the simplest
way to effect the desired purpose to include all heavier
sections now provi-led for in itemn 228 of the tariffin item 227,
making the duty $7 per ton throughout. The reason why the
$7 per ton duty was imposed ‘upon structural steel weighing
less tban 35 pounds per lineal yard was because such matsrial
was, and had been for several years, manufactured in Canada,
the Government recognizing the fact aud protecting the
industry to that estent. The same applies also to rails
Wcishing less Lthan 45 p.muds per el ydl‘d, such rails for
several previous years having been made iu Canada, and for
that reason were protected.

Steel rails for electric street éars and tramway purposes are
now dutiasble at 30 per cent., and the same rate of duty is
japosed upon ordinary light rails weighing up to 45 pounds
per yard; Dbut all rails besides these, weighing over 45
pounds per yard ave admitted duty free; and in this matter
no logical reason can be shown why cavital and labor
employed in producing heavy rails should not receive the
same protection and encouragement as the capital and labor
employed in making rails for electric roads, or rails lighter
thau 45 pounds per yard.

Another feature in this counection is.that there is an open-
ing for the practise of fraud against the revenue in the
importation of rails for eclectric roads in that rails for that
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