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KRENINISCENCES OF A BELIGIOUS,

A 'faﬁut called at the convont to beg
tho sisters to visit, as soon as possible,
s mén living in his parish whom, ho
feared, was very noar death ; bat as
he would not geo the priest and: did
not ‘even wish his oondition to be
miade known to him, the latier was
not 'at liberty fo mention tho person
who had sought his assistance, and
oconsequently the sisters must try o
wotk-tho aflair ont themsulves as woll
as they'could. Tho case was a diffi-
cult ohe, inasmuch as the man, who
was well off, was & misor and had
either abaniddned his wifo and children
or‘tliey had been obliged to leavo him
o ecoount of ill tveatment, I fail to
remember which. He groatly foared
desth, yot he liad no desire to become
rooconoiled -to his family-and ~as gus.
picious of all who came near him or
showed him any kindness, thinking it
was for his moriay's sake. He was
cared for by a woman who bad lived
with him 1n-tho capacity of house.
kevper, but-it-was greatly to be feared
she was not-doing much for his soul,

The sistors cailed immediately upon
him and the report they gave was
snything but -encouraging ; the man
dit{ not care to seo them and his man-
norwasg mos! bearish, and, worge-still,
he ‘had ..quested them to leave tho
houses aud never comu back again.

uenily when I was asked the
following morning if 1 would under-
take the casa it may be'well imagined
that it required some mractical reflec.
tions on tho great truths incaleatod
during my early catecheticdl instrue-
tions, viz.: the cerlainty of death, the
inevitability of judgment and its conee-
quences, as also tka infinitd valueof a
soul, to causa me to congent to the
proposal. However, a-short time after
fourd my corapanion and self at No.—
Blanksstrest, to « beard the lion-in his
den, the Douglas in his hall.”

No one answering our timid knock
at. the door of his room, the outer
door being already opan, we ‘catered.
Tho room was of good: sirs, poorly
farnishad, and somowhat dark. Heur-
ingthe.door open he turned-his head
to0.528 who was coming, batat sight of
the sisters an exprassion of intense.
diegust overspread bis countenance.
Tarning his fsoo sgein towards the
wall hasaid, * Didn’t [ tell you not to.
oome again? ¥ wish you would go
away,” and rezolutely nlosed-the cye.
paarcst the wall, the. one towardsus.
baing sightless, and pulled the bed-
clothes over his ear ovidantly quile
determined tc preveut cur entrance.
through. the.aveaue of his senses, even
if he conld. not through the doorway
of his house. .

For a motnent I felt dismayed. I
had prepared myself for~the' worst.
possible encounter, but such'a greet-
ing.from such an object quite staggered
ma for & moment, and it-was bat for.&
moment. I'+ad come for an object
4nd I was not going awsy-without at
least having r"sde an stlempt to gain
it ; and the poor soul rose above all-
its “exterior, So collecting my dis-
mayed and humbled forees I ap-
prosched -yet-nearer the bedside, say-
ing -sufliciently:loud to bs heard: even
under-the. bed vlothes, ‘I was never
hera befors, but the Sisters who wero.
here. yesterdsy.told mo how very ill
you ‘were, and thinking perhaps that
yoa did not have good care and that
yon mjght be in noed of something I
thought T would comse to sse you

mysdll® They had'told me.that the
mention of death seemecd to irritate

him so I thought it better to try dif-
ferent é&chcs « Life, you -kng's, isa
great blessing: great l&ﬂm%
—in -{act, u;g;—a vet?greateat of &l
God's-blossings,” Theword “Lf:” X
gupposo. had-a pleasant-sound io his
eary; for: the - bed: clothes moved
little a8 if ho-would hesr moze-nbout
it and as I bad found my-keynots ¥
held on to it.

* Werare.obliged to do all in our
power-to prolong.life-Jo.tha 183t possi-

blo momont, for time is invaluable. !

With one moment of time wo may
purchase not alone eternity, but a
grostor dogroe of glory therein, and
9eminl{ I should be guilty if, think.
ing I might assist you in prolonging
your life, I should lot'thd opportunity
alip, and it is for this reason partly
thet I bave como to you. You seom
vory ill-—I hope you have some ono to
take proper care of you, for much
doponds upon r arsing, even more than
upon the skill of the-doctor. With
roper CAre you may recover, or at
oast lifo mey be prolonged. You
must also keop up your courago-—that
i3 greatly conducive to estoration of
health,”

Tho bed olothes, which had been
moving by degreos, loft the ear quite
uncovered by the time I had finished
my homily; the oys, Lowever, re-
mained tightly olosed.

¢t Now, I bave somo dolicacies here
for you and I will leave them on the
taole close by the bedsido, that you

.may be «_le to help yourself without
.inconvenience.

I think this jolly will
be refreshing.”

A partial turn in tho bed. Just
then the housskecpor ontered and
callivg her to the bedside, as I wished
him to hear what I was going to say,
I: gave her an exhortation of the great
oax;a l&llmt should be t.almnf of t!he sick
and the greas importanos of prolongin
life, aven in caso there shol:ﬂd begl ug
hopes of a oure, and urged her to
bear very patiently with him in cage
he should ever be cross as well
People littlo know the sufferings of
the sick, otc., ete.; concluding by
saying that I must go now, bi ¢ that I
might stop in somo time as we had
another call ia the neighborhood.

Turning towards the patient, who
had fnally opened his eye and was
taking.a good look at us, and seeing
nothing remarkabls in our appearance
one way or the other, had concluded to
leave it open. I remarked that he
appearod feverish ard asked if his
head. ever ached. Upon receiviog a
growl for an answer I acoepted it in

.the affirmative and promised to bring

some bay rom whken I ocame again.
Possibly 1 might call in op the follow-
ing day, if it would be any pleasare to
him. A second grow! I also inter-
preted effirmatively, and, bidding him
good-bye, we took our leava.

Tho following morning found us
again at hie bedside, and my very
hand bathing the lion's head whose

wis seemed to assume sufficisnt

™ to convey somo idess; but I
saved him all the trouble by carrying
on the conversation myself. Finally
taking-some ice croam that we had
brought with us — just a little at
first on a spoon—I was on the point
of handing it to him, when he sadden-
iy opaned his capscious mouth 8o
widely that, rocalling the legend of
Red Ridinglicod, I nearly jumped off
the chair, which quite upset the

avily of my companion, and it was
well-for both of us that his aye was
shut. He svidently expected to be
fed beby-fashion, so I continued to
feed bim, until it was all gone, and we
had becoms quite good friends.

Anzxiouns-to relieve bis mind of any
apprehensions, the gooner to begin in
earnest upon thesubject whioh brought
us, I ventured to speak of his boarish:
ness' the da, before and asked him
whatin the world cansed him to act
83 he hod dene. But.as his growl
was not sufficiently intelligible to
enlighten me I supplied the deficiens
myslf, telling him that I thought
kusw the reason without s telling
g0 for & sensible man would never
have acted so without a resson, and

‘| there was no rosson certainly in ill-

treating people-whom ho lmew noth-
ing about, unless it was that thore
was some dsnger to bo apprchonded
from them. In fast, I supposed that
he:miztook us for the Little Sisters of'
the Poor in soareh of money, but-as it

was 2ot according {0 our Tules v go'
out o beg he need have no apprehen-

atons on that scoro,
added, * if you chould offer us all you
possess, wo would not take it under
tho ciroumatances. e hiave como to
you for your soul's sake alono.”

Ho scomed more at home after this
declaration and thero seomed to bo
hopes of broachng tho sabjeot of reh-
gion which I had tried to smuggle in
occagionally. A few days after, upon
knocking, tho door was oponed by a
well-dressod porson, who said ho was
the invalid's brother, and that 1t was
ho who had spoken to tho priest about
him, but he thought 1t bettor for us
not to speak to the sick man to-day,
a8 ho feared he woald bo unawil on
account of a stormy time they had
just bad whon advising lnm to go to
the Sisters’ Hospital, az ho was much
opposed to the plan. e entered,
however, and the doctor ap well as
himself looked much as if they nevor
oxpected to ses us again alive, but
upon witnessing tho (under the cir-
fumaumoes) oivil greoting, took their
eave,

I had intended in this visit to urge
him to sco the priest and set his affairs
in order, but of course this was no
time fto do so0, and it scomed most
inopportune that thoy should make
this proposition just at this precisa
time; but I tried to console mya
with the thought that it entered into
the designs of Almighty God, and I
aftorwards foar it indeed did.

Calling the next mornipg quite
enrly, thinking to seo him once again
before he would leave, I found him
alrcedy gone, and some time after
when passing the hospital I called in
to loarn something of the Eoor man's
fate, fealing suro tha! he had a good
end, if he had alrealy gone to his
account, But what was my sorrow
to learn from the Buperior that he had
died the evening of the very day that
he had gone thers, Sho told meof a
similar case, bul one in which the
chap'sin had almost extorted a confes-
sion from the moribund, hoping against
hope that the absolutely necessary
quslities might be therein - but when
he raised his hand to pronounce the
words of absolution, they faded com.
pletely from his wmemory. Vainly
trying to recail them he was finally
obligad to call in avother priest, but
by the time they reackied the bedside
the sonl of the miserable man hed
taken flight. Although the chaplain
had been many years in the priesthood
such a thing had nover happened to
bim before and he was at a loss to
acoount for it except that, on account
of the abuse of formor graces, Almighty
God bad withdrawn that saving and
final grace 8o necossary for the salva
tion of the.sinner—a sad warning to
those who hearken not to the st
small voice pleading while there is ye.
{ime,

 To-day if ye shall hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.”—Bufulo
Cnior: and Times.

Fer Frieads Away Over the Sca,

The Christmas number of tho Aontreal
StAR is coming outin a few days. Thobare
supouacement was sufficient to create wide-
spread rejolcing, for it i3 safe to say there
cover was in any country a Christmas psper
that was roceived with such applauxe as tho
Christmas number of the Montreal STAr in
fuf years, Tothis day letters sre received

rom Great Beitain expressivo of the admira
tion of the Christmes Star, called forth
th, ont-England, Secosland and Ircland.
Tho Christmas Srar is a thing to bo prond
of, and in acoding it away to fricnda one is
cozaclous that it fa sure to give immenso
plessure to those who veccive it. Lucky
will they bo who can eacure a Christmas
Ssur whey there Is such a clamor for them.

Deteciiva Constabla Quin, Willlam atrest
statlon, ‘&5d Coaitable Hoasloy, Thomond.
gate, havicg Fassed the competitive examin.
ation, bave imnpromozed tc tho rank aot-
ingacrzeant, Coostables Breanas, Bobers
buoy, and Carrick, William atrect, havealso
been promoied.

“You may spoak,” sald a {fond mother,
Y gbont o having strepgth of mind;
but whea {t comes to strength of don’t mind,
‘r::y 02 Villiamn surpasses.any ouo 1 over

BewW, .

gl
moreover,” 1

Adrantages of o Cold Climate.

* Qold climates aro sl ways productive
of a vigorous anima| oXistence” said
Professor Morton Bidwoll to a Globe.
Demogerat man, I know thistobe a
fact from rocent studies that I have
made of yurlcus climatio conditions and
thoir effcot. Now, I bavo found that
the lifo of a pooplo liviog in-a tropical
climate i comrmtivoly short. Not
only their pbysicsl lifo, but thelr life
as & nation is affccted by this curious
law, In ovidonce of this Iatter adesr
tica, I can point to all the short lived
govornments thet have arison and
fallen in tho heatod zones of this now
continont. Everybody is aware of the
constant revolurions and upsprings in
Moxico, {‘enteal Amorica and the SBouth
American republics. Whoreas, North
Awmerios, throughout tho temporato
regions, has mmained for a hundred
yours but littlo disturbed. Africs i a
constant battle-ground for the blacks,
and Southern Asia and Southern
Europe have ever boon the scone of
intornecine confiicts, On tho othor
band, Russis has remained undisturbed
for conturies, the peopie being ap-
parently calmed by tho cool olimatic
conditions. 8o, too, with Sweden and
Norway, Denmark and the North Ger-
man provinces, These are not easily
moved to resontment, oxcept whero the
burdens imposed aro of tho moat tyran.
pical nature. Bo it happeos that the
governmenta have lived onfor centuries,
their kings tracing their ancestry back
through the ages, until they loso their
record in the barbaric period of the
Roman domioation. The Scandina-
vians (which term comprises as a typo-
namo most of the inhabitants of North.
orn Europe) are longlived, many of
them reaching the extrame old age of
one hundred and fifteon years. The
Scandinavisn records are foll of ‘the
names of men who lived to exceeding
old age, while the remarkabls nawes of
thesouthern natiousare always conpled
with the statement of an esrly death.”

Fraterntty.

Fraternity has to: ages been .the
corner stone of every beneficiary so-
.cloty, yot bow faw of us, cymparative.
ly, fally uoderstand the_ full scopo of
its meaning, or even put into every-
day proctice the little we do under-
stand. Fraternity means friendship,
and judged by their practioe, we fear
there are many who nover had in real.
ity any violent attack of this valuable
doctrine. It ix quite esty to make
profession but quits  different thiog
to carry that profession into prsctice.
It is truo there are times and oocesions
when it will require much sslf deniat
or s21f abnegation to ensble us to carry
into sctive prectics our profession in
this regard, but this fact will not ex-
ouss us for shirking our responsibili-
ticc as a friend and brother No
grander recompenss can anywhero be
found than the conscionsnces of baving
rightl; dons our duty, and sneof the
most important of our dutiss, gne most
plessing in the night of the Most-High,
is to excrciso pepfect charity, in other
words {raternity, one towards another.
If we would fully and hdneaty carry
into our every dsy lifs our obliy tion
in this pacticular, what a vazh amuwant
of discord would bo avoided, how much
heppiness would be diffused srognd us,
Let as resolve, then, not only in name
shall we be brothers, and frionds but
in practice also.

Constipation is ths pareat of innumecabls
dhwes,P:nd shonld, erofo:g,; &‘bemp‘dy
somedied by the use of Ayer's :Catbartis
Pllls. Those pills do not gripe, arc perfeot.
1y sals 10 tako, and reinove all' tendency to
liver and bowel complaiats.

An inquest wes held, receatly, at Avalon
Hoase, Esztboume, Eagland, oa tho body of
Mrs. Eaily Rosa Stonsy, of Boewick Castle,
Waatport, AMayo, whohad coramitied sulcide,

it her haztand, on October 50
Jhad previvcely mado other attampts on her

life. * Tho yary returned & vendlot of suiclda
while temporarily inmxe.

by catting her throat in » fit ¥f jealomly’”
agalngt . 50th. 8he



