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CIRCULAR LETTER.
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His Grace Archbishop Walsh

— T0 TUR

CLERGY OF THE CITY.

Rev. asv Dear Farnens

We deom 1t our duly to call your
attention, nnd the attontion also of
your people, to the resent notion of the
City Council Exeouttve in refusing the
sllowance hitherto given for tha treat-
ment of the poor in St. Michael's
Hospital. The reasons given for this
hostile cction rest on foundations of
sand. One member gpoke against
sactarianism in the public dealings
with the Hospitals. ¢ Seotarianism"”
is hore doubtless meant for distinetive
rehigious beliets and ministrations.
Now, if the teachings and ministrations
ot the Christian faith are at all times
of the greatest moment to man, if the
consolations and hopes and the sus-
taining influences and graces which
the Christian religion imparts are st
all times of priceless value, surely they
must be of infimte importance and of
inestimablo value to all, but espacially
to the paor, in the time of pain and
suffering, and amid the sorrows and
anguish and fears of the death bed.
If public charity should always be
given no! only in a spirit of impartial
justice, but also in a spirit of Christian
tenderness and compassion, it should
be administered with special sympathy
and kindly thoughtfulness daring the
vigitations of sickness, and in a way
that will brisg most comfort to the
heart and the soul that are sick as well
as to the suffering body.

Can any one for 8 moraent deny
that for the sick Catholic poor the
winiatrations, of the Siaters of Charity,
their Christ lik, sympathy for the
suffering, their life long consecration
to the elieviation of human misery,
their prayers snd spiritual exbortations
and instructicns, the hopes and the
trust in the mereiful God their pres-
ence and example a8 well as their
4vords inspire, are of & value and 1m.
portaace that are simply inestimable ?
Is it kind, is it charitable, is it Chris-
tian to trke the poor that are at our
merey, end especislly in the dark
bours of their sickness that for meny
may be upnto death, away from sach
blessad influence and comfortig sur
roundings, and furce them into insti-
tutions where, from the nature of
things, they cannot have these price-
less advantages in full measure and
completoness ?

But, says another sapient alderman
—a medical doctor—** These charitable

jnstitutions are mero * fads,’ and wero

tho granis continued to them tho
Gencral Hoapital would be sadly crip-
pled.”  Ho that it is the wellare of the
General Hospital that must be con.
sidored, and not tho intercsts of the
sick poor. in olhor words, tho sick
poor oxist for the sako of the hospital,
and net the hoapitat for thoe sick poor.,
The dootor justifies his courso by
what, in face of the ovidonue, wo must
oall falso allegations and acousations,
Hear him  ** 'T'he responsibloe Super-
intendent is not u qualitied physicion,
for it is no cther than Madamo do
Chantal.” ‘This lady is tho vesponsi-
ble Buperintondent of the institution
ss far ns its general and ecconommio
menagement is concerned, but she bas
nothing whatever to do with the
medical treatient of the pationts ; and
the nstitution has a qualifiod resident
physician, who is medical suporin-
tendent. Hence tho allegation of the
doctor is false, in the sense which he
meant.

Agamn he accusea the roligious
nurses of the 1nstitution as nogligent
snd ineflicient, and ho bases this
serious chiarge on the evidence of two
physicians whose names are not men-
tioned, but which he was prepared to
impart privately. What sort of evi-
dnuce is this on which to assail the
character and smirch the fair fame of
an important institution? Suchback.
stair evidence would be laughed out of
a court of law; and yet it is on the
strongth of such testimony the public
aro asked to believe the story of the
inefficioncy and negligence of the
Sisters as nurses! Who are those
unnamed physicians ? If thoy oxist
let them, in common f{airness and
manliness, come forward and give
their nnmes, and then we shall be able
to ostiraate the value ~f their testi-
mony.

Happily for the intorcsts of truth
and for the defence of the Bisters we
have not to dspend on tho hole and-
corner evidencs of namelesa dootors.
Hero is the evidence of the resident
Medical Superintendent, and here also

i2 quoted the testimony of the Medical
Staff of 8t. Michael's Hospital .

DR. DWYER'S STATEMENT,

Siitor News —Iu Friday's issug of your
pa‘)cr sertain wtatements were made by
Ald. Orr coucerning St. Micheel's Hos-
Hitu.l. These statewonts were meade

uring a committee meeting of the City
Council and are as follows :

1. That J am not a qualified physician.

2. Tho m sing is defective.

3. That 1o advauntages are given to
students.

4. That patients arc kept after being
cured oad given work to do sach as
couking, cte.

4. That patierts are not properly
attended

To all of the charges 1 givo an absolute
dcnial as follows :

1. T am a graduate of Toronto Univer-
sity, and o licensed practitioner, and I
am sod have nen the resident medical
superintendent of St Michael's, dating
from its inception.

2 Wo bw e a competent staff of
aurses, while of their faithfultess and
afficioncy the staff and I are the best
judges, aud they aro fully ap to the
standard.

3. The students of the Women's
Medical College have had clinics all
winter, and the same liberty has been
given to Toronto Uuiversity—a privilege
which has been taken advantage of, as
will be seen by the curniculum.

4. Pauents aro uwat given work to do
when cunvalescent any more than at the
Genernl Hospitsl, where one of the
printed rules is that convalescont pe
tivnts must assist tho nurses,

The fifth charge may bs characterized

grossly untrue.

1t 18 also mnmnuated that St. A_hchxwl n:
iv o wmectarian institation. Since the *

opening 160 Protestants hiave been tmw.j
c&. and no distinedon has over boen
mado botwoen denominationn. This does
not savor of soctarianisn.

Dr. Orr fusther staten that Dr. Shcant
sulmtantinded  tho above statements.
Fromn my knowledgo of Dr. Slieard |
will take tho liberty of donliting thin,

R. J. Dwyen, M.D., M.C.P.K.0,,
Medical SBuperintendont.
8t. Michael's Hoapital, Juno 2, 1894,
TEBTIMONY OF TIE MEDICAL BTAPF.

Owlng to statcuen 4 mado concerning
Nt. Michacl's Hospital by Dr. Orr, s
roported by thoe publio press, o meeting
of tho Stafl was culled on Thurmia
afternoot, 8th Juno aud it was unant.
mously resolved :

1st. That tho remtdent physician 1 a
thoroughly qualificd awt eflicient Super
intendens.,

2nd. That the nursing has been satia-
factory, and the nurses have been
eflicicut and attentive.

Ol That the Hospital has been
use®d oxtonsively for clinical inutruction
b¥ the Faculty and Students of the
Womau's Medical College, and that the
Students of the Univessity of Toronto
hiavo had tho samo privileges.

4th. That the management and eguip-
went aro excellent.

sth. Thatpaticuta have been admitted
and treated without regard to creed.

O6th. That & down town Emergency
Houpital is desireblo for the reception
of sosere accident cases.

Tth. Moreover, that since Dr. Orr's
stotements have influenced the {mblic
as well as tho Uity Council prejudicinlly
to the interests of the Hospital, wo
desire to coutradict them, and cxpress
tho hopo that St. Michael's Hospital
will continue to roceivo tw same aid
from the Cit.x Council that - L:4d in the
past. C. R. CutunentioN, M.D.

N. Warrace, M.D.

T. F. McManoy, M.D.
Warter McKeows.
R. B. Nevirr.

J. A. Anvor.
Epnunp E. Kixa,

I. H. Causrox.

C McRewnx~a.

A. McPugbraxn.

A. H. Garrarr.

D. Camurnrery Mevens,
Joun Caven, M.B.
Wu. Ouworions,

In the face of such overwhelming
ovidenco we repel with just indigns.sion
the false charges and malignant ao-
cusations made against St. Michaol's
Hospital and the devoted and Christ-
conseorated women who minister
within its wa!ls, and who have left the
world and &ll that it holda dear to ex-
pend their lives, for Christ's dear sake,
in the gervice of the poor, the sick and
the suffering. They labour not for
carthly gain or human applause ; they
do good by stealth and blush to find
it fame ; and in this materialistic ago
their salf-denial and self-sacrifice, their
dizinterosted lnbours, their life-long
consecration to the great and holy
cause of aiding and relioving the suf-
fering poor, in smoothing the mllow of
the sick bed, and reising heavenward
the thoughts and hopes of the dying,
dessrve publio recoguition and com-
mendation instes of tha revilings and
inyustices of blind and brutal bigotry.

In this connection wo make bold to
affirm that neither the action of the
Exscutive of the City Council nor the
groundless reasond on which that
action is sought to be justified re-
present tha views or receive the
spproval of the fair-minded, intelligent
citizens of Toronto. Theso citizens
are large-hearted and tonder towards
the pror, and sre ammated by the
spiri% of justics and fair play towsrds
thear follow-citizens of all denomina.
t.ons, and we are very moch mistaken
if, 1n due time, they will fail to nght
‘4o tirong inflicted, and to require
that the sick poor shall be sent to the
institutions of their choice.

What good can this w-etched in-

tolerance and roligious bigotry effeot ?

Will thoy contribute to the promotisn
and diffusfon of the sweet charitics of
lifot Will thay mako tho social ro-
lations of our citizons ploacenter and
iimppier 2 Will they not, on the
contrary, socve to offond and irritato,
and to sting with o scnsge of wrong a
Iarxgo clnss of our fellow-citizens ?

n any caso, the duty of our Catholio
peoplo in this omergenoy is as clear as
tho day. Wo must protest, belp and
uphold 8t. Michnel's Hospital. Wo
must aid it by our sympathy, our
encouragement and by monetary con-
t-ibutions. Yo must enablo it to keop
its doors wido open for tha sick poar,
whother Cathulic or Protestant. No
child of misfortuno of any orced or
color uet ovor be refused its sacred
hoapitality wheu suffering from the
pongs of discase. Above all, wo
chargo tho Catholio Clergy of this city
to sco to it that all our sick poor who
need medical treatment shall be sent
to 8t. Michael's Hospital, Thero
they will bo heartily welcome; thero
their bodily ailments will be carefully
and scienufically treated, and their
religious intorests will be in safo koep-
ing; there the holy Sscraments can
be administered with tho respect and
toverence duo to them, and can be
received by tho sick and dyiag poor in
preyerful recolleotion without tho fear
of the scofls and speers of unbeliovors.

Weo require of the Olergy to an.
nounce from thor pulpits on Sunday
noxt our oxpress desire that all ous sick

r shall honceforward go to St

ichaol's Hospital for medical treat.
ment, and wo oxpect of our Cleiy
that they will faithfully carry out our
desiics in thia respect.

This circular letter shall be read at
all tho Mnoses in all the Catholio
churches in this city on Sunday next.

Beliove ug to be,
Rev. and Deur Fetheoss,

Your devoted sorvant in Ghrist,

t Joun WaLsH,
Archbishep of Toronto.
St. Michael's Palace,
Torouto, June the 17th, 1898.

N. B.—It is dut {air to state that
his worship the Mayor and several
Aldermen did their duty nobly by 8t,
Michael's Hospital, and the fact will
not be forgotten by our people.

The above eiroular needs no en-
dorsement from us, and woe can give
no botter cornment than to quote the
remerks made by Father Ryan upon
reading the document at High Massin
St. Michacl's Cathedral on Sunday.
Heo said : *¢ This splendid letter was
s poworful and practical eermon. It
spoke eloquently for St. Michael's

ospital, and as cloquently for ths
clear head end brave heart of the ven-
erable Archbishop of Toronto. Arch-
bishop Walsh, he said, had tho gifts
of a great ruler. He knew how to
keep silent and liow and when to
spuak, His dignitied silenos under
brutal provocation won for him the
esteem of the most respecteble citi-
zens of all classes and creeds, while
his amiable charactar, his large
minded views, and his wise and pru-
dent administration had contributed
much to civic and social harmony in
Torontn. But liko a true pastor and
watchful shepherd he knew whean and
how to speaE with power and effect.
His splendid letter was a timely and
brave defence of a noble institution
and a devoted order of women against
a slapderous and cowardly attack.
The letter eloquently oxplained itself.
Father Ryan said that ho would only
add that, from daily attendance at
St. Michasl's Hospital since its opon-
1ag, and from an intimate knowledge
of the best hospitala in Euraps, the
United States and Canads, he could
testify. without fear of successful con-
tradiction from modical sldermen, tHat
St. Miclhinel’s Hospital could favour-
ably compare with the best in medical
pkill and treatment and in efficient

and devoted nursing end care of the
sick and suffering.”



