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-the rigt and dutY 01 everY free Englishiman to be ready for
the defenee of the Commonwealth with arma befltting bis own
degree in -Uke Commonwealth."

FInally, Stubbs, ini his " Constitutional Histerv" elea-iy
states the eaae ini the words;-

"The host was originally the people iu arme, the whole f ree
population, whether landowners or dependenta, their sons, ser-
vanta, and tenants. Military service was a perenal obligation

the obligation o! freedom"; and again: " Everv mian wto
wai in the King's peacé was liable to bc swnmoned to the host at
the Kng'la eIL.

There ia no ambiguity or unceertainty about these pronounce-
ments. The old English "fyvrd," or militia, was the nation in
arma. The obligation Io serve waa a personal oîîc. It had no
relation to the possesalon of land; ini fact it dated baek to an age
in whieh the folk was stili migratory and xwithout a ffixed terri-
tory at ail. It w-as incumbent upon ail] able-bodied maies Wo
tween the ages of sixteen and sixty. Failure to obey the sum-
mons was punished by a hcavy fine known as " fyrdwite."

Th e i another point of prime sirnificanee. Universai ser-
viee was, it At truc, an obligation. But it was mure: it was the
miark of frredomn. Nol to ho summoned marked a man as a
slave, a serf, or an allen. The' fansous "Assize of Ai-ms" end%
witk the words - "Eit pra'ccpit rex qtuod nullus reciperetur ad
saoranmentnm armoruiu nisi liber homio." A %unimoris was a
right quite as much as a duty. The' English werc a brave and
martial rare, proud of their ancestral liberty. Not to be ealcd ta
defend it when it wvas endangered, tiot ta be allowed ta carry
arma to maintain the integrity of the' fatherland, was a degrada-
tion which branded a nian as unfree.

Hl. The Old Englih M.iliti.
This prinmitive national militia was not, it cont ho admitted. a

very efficient forcer. It. laeked coherence and training; it wvas j
<ileaient hothinl arim and lu Aiseipline; it could not he kept
together for long canîipaigna. Th<- Kinga, z.hereî,-ne, f rom the'
first 4uprlernieited it 1). nîcrans of a band of peratual followerg,


