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but “with a great price” our forefathers “ob-
tained this freedom.”  ‘I'hirough long yonrs
they wrought and fought and died that they
and thelr country and thelr children might
be free of dexpot sway.,  And the vight
ot self-government purchased at such a price
they have left for us. It s a sacred heritnge
to boe well and wisely used.

How we love and cherlsh, almost venerate,
rollcs of our ancestors, and the more clogely
they were connected with some speeial work
or sacrifice, and the grander the cause and
the nodler the deed which they commemor-
ate the more highly are they prized and the
more carefully guarded. The sword of n
father or grandfather with which he fought
for queen and country and liberty. or the
well-worn Bible that was cherished by them
as a hid treasure in times of persecution,
with what pride such things are shown and
thelr story oft retold.

The franchise, the right to vote, the free-
man’s right with other freemen to declde
Low myself and my country shall be govern -
ed Is a heritage second only to the llber‘y
of conscience, liberty to believe and think
and worship as we will, and as such cannot
be tco carefully guarded and cherished.

A second feature of this right of self-gov-
ernment is even higher than the first men-
tioned, viz., that it is g God-given trust.
Government is Divine. “The Lord is King.”
He is the head and source of all authority
and rule. Human laws are but streams more
or less impure from that source. All power
is of God. But for tk : execution of that poww-
er among men He employs men., Until men
attain the position where they will keep the
sum of the moral law, loving God above
all and neighbor as self they must be com-
pelled to respect the rights of that neighhor
by laws of a lower order enforced by
fellowmen. “Whoso sheddet man’s hload
by man shall his blood be shed.” Rulers are
“God's ministers appointed for this very
thing,” that they may be a terror to evil
doers. Though chosen by men they are ox-
ecuting a Divine ministry. “The powers that
be are ordained of God." “He that resisteth
the power resisteth the ordinance of God.”

With us government has attained high
ideal. and free men choose from among

themselves those who shall for them
and in their name bear rule,
Chosen by men they are “ministers
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of Qol As really as the Gosyel is
n trust glven to men for the benefit of thely
fellow men, so really is the right to regulate
the nffnirs of the natlon a trust committed
to the voters in a free country.

These two great facts make the trust ot
the ballot a weighty and serious one, They
demand in the first place that every votet
use his trust, To ignore it by neglecting to
uge it is throwing contempt upon the m m-
ory of those who sucrifleced o much to
win that sacred right of liberty which we
enjoy, and it is falthlessness to a trust from
God.

The right use of this trust demands that it
be exercised intelligently, that every voter
inform himself as best he can on the ques
tions at issue, on the charactcr and conduct
of those whom he may choose. It is often
impossible to unravel the tissuer of falsc-
hood that are spun by tongue and type, but,
for the hesy knowledge he can get and the
best judgment he can form, every voter is
responsible.

Further, the cholce may be, always will
be, between evils. No men are perfect. no
party beyond fault. And sometimes when
men are trying as best they can to do the
right, they may be unable to do what they
would like. Many a political sianer can
honestly adopt Paul’s language—*‘for what
I would that do I not; but what I hate that
do L But sad to say there are many
more who cannot thus speak, who sin wil-
fully. Party is all, principle notlt.ing. But
the fact that one cannot find purity or per-
fection is no warrant for not exe-cising the
right of ballot according to cons-ience and
Judgment.

It follows also that if the franchise be
a trust from God it is only used arizht when
as in His sight and looking to Him for
guidance. “Lord, teach us how to vote, is
probably not a very frequent petition, but
its spirit should guide every maa in the
exerclise of this trust.

And what shall be said of the man who
makes his vote a thing of barter and trafilc,
sells his birthright as a free man for a mess
of pottage, barters away his right of freedom
and self-government which his Zathers pur-
chased for him at so great a orice, trades
the tfrust that God has given him, makes
himself a tool, a slave, for g few dimes or
dollars, or office, or some other petty gain?



