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the Survey should completely develop tl 2ir part™eu’s nr'eine reas -nd
open up their properties at the government expense.  The absurdity
of this method or the fallacy of their logic never appears to be con-
sidered by these individuals, since two very important obstacles would
be presented at the very owtset, the first of which would probably be
the protest made by every mining engineer against the encroachment
on the part of the government, through its staff; upon the rights of
the private individual and the conscequent interference with his pro-
fession ; and secondly, the tact that very few treasuries couid be found
which would stand the enormous drain put upon their resources if the
government should attempt the development of every mining location,
real or fancied, and at the instance of every proprictor or c.ompany,
while the staff necessary to undertake so extensive a system of work
would speedily assume such enormous dimensions as to be beyond
control. ‘Thae are, however, certain cases where the advice of the
government geological expert may be sought, and that with propriety,
although it frequently happens that when such advice has been asked
and obtained, the person giving it receives very litde credit for ability
either as a mining expert or geovlogist.  Very often this by no means
flattering result arises from the fact that some mining quack has already
visited the spot, and in the hope or expectation of finding a joh, more
or less permaneat, in the development of the property, has, by means
of a judictous cmployment of certain techincal terms, concerning the
meaning of which he is very ofien ignorant, done his best to persuade
the owner that grea: stores of mineral wealth lie just beneath 1the sur-
face, waiting only for t:¢ application of the skill which he may ,.0ssess
for their successiul exuaction  How ofier. this story has been 10ld
concerning certam areas, when upon a carctul examination not the
slightest indication of mineral wealth has beon revealed, but such s
the credahty and the peculiar bias ~f the human mind that the opinion
most in accord with its cwn desires, is accepted, no matter how great
its improbability.

It would appear desirable, also, that government advice should be
given when requested in cases where large interests are involved, which
are of more than a mercly private importance ; as, for instance, where
the mineral resources of an entire district are in question, as in the case




