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to the Nematoidea or thread worms by its alimentary canal. and
ia the nature of its secreting glands to the larva (Cercaria) of
Trematodes.*" It entera thie body of a water-snail, such as
Lymmaa or PNauorWs, but bas also been foLand in the frog. fisbes,
aquatic iuet larva, and ln iliese it becomes eacysted, or eacased
ia a bard capsule. A second fora i e GorwUus larva, more elong-

ated and wikbout h.ad-armature, bas been described in the body
cavity, outaide the intestine, of Dydwca, the large water.beetle,
Canwbu, spiders, certain fisb., and amphibians ; and it was ob-
servedl te move freely amonget the internai organs of its host.
Later it loses its lauval features and distlnctively ente-parasitic
habits, and takes on tibe forai and fret lif. of the adult. Tii.
larvailif hf.ls been stated ,.o lust five or six,,moth% at tbe end of
wblch dîme it doubles ats lengt loses its spines, becomes swolie
and soft :but on attaiaing a length of two luches tbe skin hardeos,
and tlhe dark brown or black color is assumed.

If naturalats stihI, disagreee la their descriptions o' the min.
ute structure and anatomy of GMriNs, and if there is smre incon-
siatency in the. existing accouats of its larval development and
aduit habits, it miglut b. antic.ipated that -its zoological position
bad been d.cided beyond dispute. But this la not se. It has
been usual to group thue Gordilda, Mermidoe, and Spherularidu,
in the. order Gordiacea, aloagside the order Nemaloda, in tbe cl.isi
Nematelmia ; others place theai amongst the tbread-worns or
Nematodes with which they agree ia maay important particulars;
but other authorities remove thei altogether, and regard tIi.m as
aberrant, aad net closely allied to the parasitic worms mentioned.
The. Nem'atode worms. it la true, are cylindrical animais, taperiag
towards eaclu end. and neyer divided, like se maay groups la the
ssab-klngdom Vernies, loto segments or sutzessive joints; and tbe
Gordiideasgr.. in this total absence of metamerisam or segmenta-
tiono: but in their minute structure tbey exhibit as many diverse
features, as features et resemblance, and furtiier study is aecessary
te etitablish thue position and real character of the Hair-eeis.
Even their alleged survival after long periods; of dessication needa
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