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bis strong intellect had of ail problems relating ta the ecanomicand natural resources of our vast Dominion, made hina master ofhis Department and a centre of distribution of the mast valuableinformation. Witb a diminished staff at his disposi, he guidedthe Department under bis care with unsparing as wvell as ;nspining
efforts. and was thus producing more resuits and giving out moreinformation than ever before in aoy period of the history of the
Survey iii ail its différent branches.

With the ever increasing demands for exact information con-cerning the minerai and other economic resources of Canada, wîththe increase of labour and attention ta official matters, he was keptmore than usually busy for the past six years. Through bi%personal efforts and that ai bis staff, he dîd mueh ta disseminatesuch information regarding Canada*s minerai resources, that themining interests of the Dominion may 00W be said ta be fairly wellj established upan a firmn and non-speculative basis.
Dr. George Mercer Dawson was the eldest son of the late SirWilliam Dawson who was the honoured Principal of McGiliUniversity for upwards of forty-four years, and who preceded thesubject ai this sketch by a few months only, having died in Mont.meal, bis home, on the i9th day ai November, i&»9, at the advan-

ced age Of 79
0Doctor George,"' as he was wont ta be calied, was born inthe town af Pictou, Nova Scotia, Aug. ist, îs849. Hi% early trainingwas at the Montreal High School, then subsequently, at homeunder tutors, and in McGill University, where hawever, he did natgraduate, but went ta Edinburgh and London. There he carried onstudies and researches in Mining and Geology, especially at theRoyal Schooi of Mines, London, fram 1869 ta 1873, carayiog offthe highest honours ai bis class and the Duke af Cornwall's prizein bis year, also the Edward Forbes gold medal for paioeontology,

ranking fir.;t, and subsequently became an «"Associate ai the Royal
.Schooi of Mines," a much coveted titie.

On bis return ta Canada h. spent same time investigating thecopper and iran deposits ai Nova Scatia, Lis native province, andlater lectured in Morrin CoI'ege. In 1873~, he was appointedgeologitt and botauiist ta Her Majesty's British North American
baundary commission, of which Major D. R. Carneron, R. A., m'as


