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THE BURYING BEETLE.

A foreign natwminiist zives u vary interest-
ing accomnt of the industry of this inseet,
He had often rematked that dewd moles,
when laid upon the ground, especially upun
Joose earth, were wlimost sure to disappear
iu the couwrse of three ar four duys, often in
twelvohours, Lo ascertain the cause, he
pluced o wole upon one of the beds in the
gorden. It had vénished by the thivd mor-
‘ning ; and on digging where 1t had been luid,
he found it had beeu buried to the depth of
three inches, and underit four bectles, which
seemed to have been the azentsin this sineu-
lar inhumation.  Not perceiving any thing
particular in the mole, he bwried it again;
and on examiuing it at the end of six duys,
ke found it swarming with maggots, appa-
rently the issue of the beetles which M.
Gledbi{tsch now naturally concluded  had
buried the carcase for the food of their fu-
ture youne.  To determine these points
‘more clearly, ke put four of these insects
inlo & glass vessel, half filled with ecarth
and properly secured, and upon the surface
of the earth two frogs.  Iu less than twelve
“hours, oue of the frogs was interred by the

* two beetles ¢ the other two run about the
g whole day as if busied in measuring the
B+ diniensions of the remaining corpse, which
“on the third day was also found buried.—
He then introduced a dead linnet. A pair
of tlie beetles were soon engaged upon the
bird.  Tiey began fheir operations by
B pushing the carth from under the body, so
. -as to form a cavity for its reception ; and
it wascurivusto see the efforts which the
_beetles made, by dragging at the feathers of
‘the bivd from below, to pull it into its grave,
“The male having driven the foma.c away,
continved the work alone for five hours,
“He lifted up the bird, changed its place,
“turned it and arranged itin the grave, and
‘from time to time carae out of the hole,movn-
MK . ted upon it,and trod it under foot, and titen
‘retired below, and pulled it down. At
“length, apparently wearied with this unin-
“terrupted labour, it came forth, aud leaned
its head upon the carth beside the bird,
without the smallest motion, as if to rest
“itself, fora full hour, when it agam crept
| under the carth. The next day in the
" morning the bird was an inch and a half
under ground, and the trench remained
open the whole day, the corpse seeming as
. i{'laid out upon a bier, surrounded with a
" rampartof mould. In the'evening, it had
supk half an inch lower, and in another day
R the work was completed, and the bird co-
~vered. DL Gles&sch continued to add
otber small dead apimals, which were all
sooner or later buried ; and the result of

this experiment was that in fifty duys four
beetlesbad interved, inthe very small space
allotted to them, twelve careasses 1 viz, four
frugs, tinee small birds, two fishes, one
mole and two grasshoppers, besides the en-
trails of a fish, and two morsels of the lunes
ofanoX. In another experiment, u single
beetle buried a wole furty times its own bulk
and weight in two days.

THE MIRAGE,

The Rev. 1, 1, Horne obgserves :—To
be thirsty ina desert, without water, expo-
sed to the burning sun without shelter, and
uo hopes of fimding cither, is the most ter-
rible situation o man can be placed in, and
one of the greatest sufferings that « human
betag can sustain : the eyes grow inflamed,
the tongue and dips swell 3 a hollow sound
is heand in theears, wiieh brings on deaf-
ness, and the braius appear to grow thick
sl inflamed.  Allthese feeliigs arise from
the wantof a little water.  Inthe midst of
all this wisery, the deceitful morasses ap-
pear before the traveller at no greatdistance,
something like a lake orriver of clear fresh
water.

If perchance a traveller is not undeceived,
he hastens his pace to reach it soonor : the
mwore lie savauces towards it, the more it
recedes from him, till at last it vanishes cn-
tircly, and the deluded passenger often asks,
where the watevis hesaw at no great dis-
tance? Iie canscarcely believe that he
wasso deccived ; lie protests that he saw the
waves yunning before the wind, and the
reflection of the high vocksin the water.

The phenomenon, here described, is pro-
duced by a diminution ofthe density of the
lower stratum of the atwosphere, which is
cnused by theincrease of heat, arismg from
that commuuicated by the rays of the sun
to the sand with which this stratun isin im-
nediate contact.

This phenomenon existed in the great
desert o) Judea, and isexpressly alfuded to
by the sublime and clegant Isaiah, chap.
xxxv. 7, who, when predicting the blessings
of the Messialt’s spiritual kingdom, says,
** The glowing sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty svil bubbling springs.”—DBp.
Lowtk’s Translation. And itisnot impro-
bable, that Jexemiah sefers to the serab or
mirage, when, in pouring forth his com-
plaint to God for mercies deferred, he says,
< W¥ilt thou be altogether untome aswaters
that be not sure 7 (marginal reading of
Jeremiah, chap. xv. 18,) that is, which
have no reality.

rofessor Paxton obsesves :—Often as
the thirsty traveller pursues his journey, a
broad expanse of water, clear as crystal,
seems to open to his view; and, faint and
weary under the fierce sunbeam, he gazes

on the unoxy-ectuil relief with inetfuble dean
light, anwd fondly anticipates a speedy ter-
mhatien to is present distress, e sees
the furcmost ¢ unels enter the Jake, and the
water dustied abont by their feet. Ue
quichens lus puce, and hastens to the spot;
but to his utter ~disappomtment the vision
disappears, and nothing remars butthe dry
and thirsty wilderness,

Rae Wilson remarky.—

Abvut three o’clock I perceived the tur-
rets aud sycamore trees of IRosetts, at
which time I found mysclfgreutly exhausted
from oppressive heat and fatigue ; and, like
other travellers, was deceived by the mists
and apparitional lake® so celebrated under
the name of the wirage or alserab, the il-
lusory lake of the desert, which, even ata
very short distance, had the most perfect
resemblance to u vast sheet of water, with
trees planted in it at certain distances, and
reflecting every surrounding object as a
mirror.  'We fancied this watery wilderness
to bean insurmountable barrier to'our reach-
ing Rosetta, and that our guide had mis-
taken the proper track through the desert;
but as we advanced, the supposed lake and
its objects vanished : so powerful was the
optical delusion.  This prospectisat first
sight cheering, but ultimately is most delu~
sive.  The traveller quickens his steps to
reach the place where he hopes to quench
his thirst, and fecls the bitterness of disap-
pointment; in truth, an égnis fatuus is not
more tantalizing. Even swallows in great
numbers swim over these imaginary pools;
"This singular phenomenon is in all probabi-
lity that which is alluded to by the Pro-
pliets and psalmist; aud it may serve to
point out how false are the objects pursued
by men of the world, and how like these
streams of the desert.

THE SMOKY CHIMNEY.

Abel Graves was a hard working man,
aud his wife was a decent woman, and
each was disposed toadd to the comfort of
the other; but though they did all they
could, they had a sad enemy to their peace,
which often disturbed them, = This was none
other than a smoky chimney, which so
continually annoyed them, that they were
frequently as peevish as though they fiad a
delight in provoking each other. When
Abel come home 3t night and would have
enjoyed his meal ina clean house, and by
a bright fire, he had to listen a full hour, to
the complaints of hiswife, who declared to
sit in such a smoke as she did, ail day long,
was unbearable.  Abel thought it bad
enough to endure the smoky chimney, but
to bear at thesamo time a scolding. from
his wife, for what he knew not how to
avoid, troybled him sadly, and msny a
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