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FIG. I.-ANIMALCULES IN AN INFUSION 0F R-AY.

FIG. 3.-MICROBIA 0F CHICKEN CHOLERA.

FERMWNT A&ND DISEASES.

"There are scourges that the human spce bring uo

itilf snd there are others that it suffers ; and that it considerse

%% being more inevitable than the. former.' Among the latter,
'Pidemnic diasses stand in the first rank, sud to these man i5

%'ku,tomed t. furniali unmurmuriiigly immense hecatombi,
OLud it is difficult for him to imagine a world in whicli there is

740 Pest, nom choIera, nom typhus, nom yellow foyer, nor syphilis,
11

01r scarlatinat nom many other disesses that I might name did
1 l't limit m; enumeration sy8tematically to those whose con-

te.lffust nature is known and aecepted by ail. Twenty years

%9o nothiug at ail waa know n about ail such diseases, and, had

ol'oe taken it into lis hesd to aliege that a day would per.

baPs corne when the human apecies wouid be rid of them, he
WouiQd have been met with only a smiie of increduiity or even
'f diedain. To-day, however, such a dream assumes shape,

it uth a hope does not seem unrealizable, sud those who do Pot

FIG. 2.-BACTERIA 0F CHARBON.

FIG. 4.-SEPTIC VIBE.IOS.

accept it have no longer the right to consider it as foolish sud
to reject it with disdain."

T'hua expresses himself Mr. R. Duclaux, at the beginning of thé

remarkable work that he hau just published, under the titie of

"Fermenta and Diseases, " and in which ho g*vos acomploe

exposé of those modern labors and doctrines ofgwhîch Mr. Pas.

teur was tihe initiatoir. Our readers are aasuredly aoquainted

with the principles that have been revealed to thili illustrions

chemist through the. study of these innumerable, infin-

itely amali, organized beinge« which swarmn ini nature, whieh

make their appearance where the. hf. of superior animais ls

extinguished, wrhich mnltiply with a rapidity and feonndity

that bewilders the imagination, sud which appear to b. the

true cause of the most dreaded contagious diseases.

There is no one who has not heard speak of the bacteria of

charbon, of microbiuma, or of vibrios; but those infinitely

samaîl beinga have not been seen under the microscope by

everybody, and it has, therefore,. seemed. t. us that it would

b. of intereet, by making use of tii. beautiful plates i which

Mfr. Duclaux's book abonnds, to present a few specimelis te

our readers. The annexed illustrations were drawn uiider


