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A correspon dent of the Eitglish Mechanic writes as follows:
A great stride seems to have been made, at the commence-

ment of this haif year, by our railway companieg, in the matter
of speed, notably l'y the Midland and Great Northern. Some
of the resuits attained by the latter are wonderful. The
" Scotchman " will be quite iii the shade shortly. There are ne
less than eighit trains daily, runniing from Kings.cross to Grant-
ham, 1 05ý miles, without 9 stop, and without picking up water,
in 12q, and 128 minutes tach. [n the case of the Leeds expres.
ses tbe speeds furtiier on are yet more surDri8ing. From Grant-
ham to Doncaster is 50J miles, which distance is covered several
tinies a day, without a stop, in 61 minutes. From Grantham, toi
Wakt,-held there are 73 miles, which are accomplished by the
6.30 1). ni. down in 77 minutes. This last mun is at a speed,
therefore, of 56.88 miles per hour. Allowiug for stoppages, this

las-uînliuvdtrain runs 186J miles in 215 minutes, at a 9pced
of 59- 05 miles per bour. Compare this with somne other favorite
1 ,ertèrinauices The " Dutchman " ruais from London to, Exeter
iii 41 bouts, and stands oi the road 20 minutes, thus rtunningt93 iles in 235 minuces, or 49.5 miles per hour. That ia broad
gauge but thieir ifoitest nnrrow guage nuis from London to Bir-
mingharm', 27 miles, lu 2 liours 45 minutes. Deduet 6 minutes
and we bav-, niuiiiinîg speed. 48.8 muiles pur boum. Let us take a
iight Midiand Railway train. Tihe 10 a.m froin. London in their
best. It ir.ys i 2mileu, (to lwedus) iii .1 'hours, and stands 14
mninutes. Tlw slieeo themu foie, is exactly 44. Some of the runs,
liowevemà, are very goad, She111e1d tû 1Lùteds, 39J miles in 49
minutes, IiIean' 4.5 1 an, not, however, iluitu sure that the
sliorteiîed distance~ is ais miucl as 1 have given. Enough bas
bcu .Jow n, liow,ývei, tû pi ove thait the Great Northern Railway
rtii 1, a great deal, the faste8t trains in the world."
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