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Mleasure for Measure " wvords tint beaulifulty express the
t.houglit,

No ni.ght nor groainess in nicort;dity
Cati censurcse .

There is, 1It.Iîink, a certain fatlliing-off iii the fourth and
ifth ocs but this decline is more in incident than in treatment,

a-, lth *tw o books contain a mniber cf thie hi,,hIly wroughit episodles
where wvith de Vere's consumnate art and opulent fancy have veiled
the original bareness of his, subject. If they can boast of no -reat
range of imagination, thesýe bocks cati, I believe, he justly adrnired
for thecir delicacy of expression. It is only by coniparison with
wvhat hasg-one before fi-onm the sanie pen that they lu.,e, but th1ey
aire thernselves richly jewelled, and mi-oulded to shapes cf lim e
classic beauty iduafized l'y the brighit sunlighit. of poetic fancy. fil
a %word, thuv may 1 reckcnied inferior in interest, if not iii style, to
tlicir great predecessors, as Uice " Paradise Regainc.d - iusit bc
rec.koîed iniferieor to the '' Paradise Lost, -althiotugh the authcr-
slîip cf so fine a lot: cf verses as is tUic Paradise Regained'
wvould inake tic faile cf a meaner bard flian M ilton.

That Uihe niost biulký )f ioderru lrishi poets approaciies to
perfection so .asrb ,shouild bc, 1 held, wvitl the conCieî1itiou.S
literary avorkrs a icy lus Couini rymien, anl lnfailing cause for
the liveliest. gratitude. If our people mould oîily lay better to
heart tie c.ar,:ftIl artistic habits of thiis pcet 11is4 %orkb . would bc a
positive benefacticu to his, race. i riýh :Nxcth.L e2xpreýSs;ion is ail1 toc
frequently coniceiied in haste, spa:Loei c, disjointed, une-ven and
unpo-tlislied. i ts prevailing fo rn, koý ratheri tbrnilessness, banîis it
frein the ~.îsdr1of ci te educat.ed. Tfhat is tlîe rule, to vw hich
ilhere are, fcrturîately, very nijz,,iy ccepýtionis, miade by sanc. Iiterary
uvorkezî- -,ho recocgnize that it is constr:uctive ability in the bust
senýe -that pow ý\er of eecutiosi uvhiich creates, tornis and con-
stitules - not the profou diiess cf sigetogtnot the riciine_ýs
of Iliitrery, îot the abuîi1dance cf iaiaio-haris tlue
artist above 'the nov ice. (3eius niay, I x eciture- to suppose, dis-
regard exi!stiug literary laws if il perceivus a iîigh er objcct whicli
niay thub be 4-aîtained. But the pu:blic bsa riglht te question it
rigourouslv as to wlîether it lias ainý :uth result in u.iew~, and to
refrain froni cliallen-ing would bc to set a preiiiuîii tipoui eccen-


