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MuNIeipAL O9WNERSHUP.

ECHOES 0F TITE PRIZE DEBATE.

OPINIONS OF V. T. McFADDEN, 'os.

After a short introduction in which Othe ternis, Municipal Owner-
ship, Natural Monopolv and Public Utility %vere <Iefined, Mr. McFad-
deni, the leader of the affirmative sho'ved that the movement towards
M0unicipal1 Ownership wvas by no means ;a recent one, but it is oilly a
rce'ersion to that happy Statte of things whlich existed in England
about Ille i Sth century. He wznt on 10 state ttiat a public utility niust
be useful to a miunicipaliîy, as a municipality that it niust be useful
to the people ; and it OIe mlunicipality ownied the public utilities, the
people w'ould. use them because they would be in fact part proprietors.

A private cornpany, enjoying a public franchise, derives rnost of
the betieflîs fromi conditions iii creating wvhichi it hand littie or notingl(
ta do. The citizen secs th-at such a condition of aflairs is not just.
The profits should accrue to the miakers of those conditions-namiely
thle people.

It is Irue that Municipal Oiwnershlip increases the city govern-
ment 's functions ; becausz it is desirable, because i akces the public
affairs of more interest to the indlividual so that lie -ives themn more
tiie and aittention ; because it prevents hIe goverrnient of ai city'
froni fallimng into the hands of a few -and because thic increased ini-
porîtauce and dignity of public miatters iwill ittract better and more
ellicient meni to the public service.

So long as each voter can directly affect the character and con-
duct: of hlis localI governmient, lus interest in it will be in proportion
ta the number, importance and directiiess of the different 'vavs in
whvli that goverrnîcnt serves hii.

E very city ini tie land is iii constant lever of complaint on accounlt
of the excessive charges and shabby ,ervices of favored companies.

Municipalities can float bonds at a niuch lowver rate of interest
than companies, because thc whiole zassessable propcrty of ai city is

generally liable for tie payment of principle and interest.
No taxes aire levied on city property and municipalities need not

accumulate a depreciation fund.
Municipalities pay Iliglier wages and allow their eniployees to


