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IS MAN RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS BELIse !

8V ARV JONN DUNBAR, DUNBARYON

Winte phitosophers in the heathen world held, that
truth lay between extremes, that moral rectitude cone
sisted In living according to nature, and that pleasure
or pain determined at once the right or the wrong,
duty or the reverse; philosophess of the Christian
world such as Chubb, maintained that all religions are
alike; Bolingbroke, that God docs not concern Hunself
with the affairs of men at all; Hume, that man s a
mere machine; Lord Herbert, that snsual passion
was no more to be blamed than thirst occasioned by
dropsy ; Hobles, that every man's judgment, and
Rousscay, that mans feelings were the standard of
right and wrong ; Brougham, that aman can no m-re
change his belief than he can chdnge the hue of s
skin or the height of lus stature ; and last, il not least,
fleccher declared that a man is responsible for ¢rim-
inal conduct only in as far as lus lugher nature can
control his lower,  Following such an array of pretens
ticus names we would be led to conclude that man 1s
notresponsible for his belief,were it not that thewisdom
that cometh from above assures us, not only that “with
the lieart man believeth,” but that there 1s “an evil
heart of unbelief,” and that “ out of the heart are the
issues of life,” —assures us that the true and the nght,
alike in their origin and issue, are wholly independent
of man's 8pinions or Leliefs.

If we look at the matter for a little in the hight of
God's Word, it cannot be doubted, fat less demied, that
man's actions and utterances are the immediate evi-
dence and outcome of his belief. No word, no act of
man js sclf-existent, and everything he says or docs,
not only takes its origin, but its cast and us character
%00, from his pre-eaistent belief. Now if “as a man
thinketh in his heart so is he,” and if “ out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adultenes, formcauons,
thefts, false-witness, blasphemies,” and if * every man
shall be judged according to the deeds done in the
body,” we thus sce the connection, as cause and effect,
established and acted on by God Himself, between
man’s deeds and belicfs, and how that hulding man
accountable for his deeds, he helds him 0 Lke man-
ner accountable for that belief which precedes and
produces them.  In the earlier world the belief that
wrong was right, did not make it right in the case of
our first parents, or the antedilus.ans or whabitants of
Sodom, ot shield them from its consequences, or in
the later world as in the case of Judas, ot Anamas,
or Saul. In short, in the whole revealed cconomy of
God it is ever a man’s belief that determines a mans
character here and decides huis destiny hereafter.

Again, if we look at the matter in the light of provi-
dence, we will see that God's world teaches as umi-
formly and universally as God's Word, that while
“ there is a way that scemeth right unto a man, but
the end thercof are the ways-of death,” that a mans
belief will never make the false true nor the nght
wrong, and that sincetity in that behef will not shieid
a person from the consequences of follow.ng 1t out. I,
for instance, in the ordinary affairs of ife,a manlodge
money in a bauk, believing it to be svund, sumply be-
cause others do, his belief will not shield him frem the
effects of its failure ; or anothe: may purchase alot of
land, believing in the warranty given that it is good ,
he may after find that the land, though good, is not a
little under stones and not less under water, or he
may purchase out and enter on « line of Lusiness, bLe-
lieving that he can do as well thereby as his fortunate
predecessor, but lacking his commeraial skill, the ie-
sult is a failure ; or suppose another try his fortune on
the sea, and having examined and purchased a ship
which he belicves to be seaworthy, but which really 15
not, because the material of which she was bult was
cither unseasoned or unsound , or suppuse the ship
proved to be ali that could be desired, yet either through
defect of the compass or the calculation, she isin a
wrong course, while he believes her to be right, need
we wonder in the one case were she swamped wn mud-
ocean, or in the other shattered to pieces on a rocky
shore, All such cases, and their name is legion, prove
beyond a doubt, not only that man’s belief will neather
make wrong right nor shield him from the conse-
quences of acting on such a belief, be it ever so strong
or sincere. Do not the works of God as surely as His
Word show that His laws, however recorded, never
bend to proicct the breaker, however good his inten-

tion or sincere his belief? On the contrary, there
stands out indelibly engraven on the very portals of
the kingdoms alike of nature as of grace, and clearly
tegible by the hght 1t gives, the unalterable fiat of the
Almighty that, as law pats forth all its power to pro-
tect those who keep it, so it no less puts forth all its
power to pumsh those who break . if prowidence
thus punishes a man, 1t shows that he is guilty, and if
guilty then he Is agsuredly responsible for his belicf
Providence does not stop to_determine the question
whether a man's belief Is voluntary or involuntary,
but the course of nature moves on uniformly and
universally, unaffected by human behefs, and carrying
before it all such theories and theorizings as would
.eck to check its progress or change its course,

Buat further, while it may not Le doubicd that men
are responsible to God for their behief, it may be de-
nied that they arc responsible for it to man.  Now, if
it be adnutted that a man's belief gives origin and
character o his conduct, no man will be so foohsh as to
suppuse, fat less to say, that he has a nght to do to
his fellow.men just as he hkes simply because he has
that belief.  This would be insamty in its worst and
most woful form, This would be a dircct death blow
not only to persunal and social Liberty, but to all avil
government as well. A man may hold and dissem-
mate opntons directly destructne of all virtue or
integrity, and thus scck to lower character and lessen
restraint ; of he may by a heentious hfe so deaden tus
scnse of obhigation as 10 lead fum 1o the belef that he
has the night te infringe on another's privileges or
make free with his possessions, and if he is not re-
sponsible then he is not guilty. But does not the
very fact of the deserved disapprobation of lus fellow-
mcen, stamped on such a course, in condanming it by
word, 1n shunmag Jas souety, in refusing to invest
hun with certan trusts, powers or privileges, as well
as presenung hindrances and umposing restrunts on
such conduct, go to show most dewdedly that they
hoid hum to be wroung, that he s guilty, and that 1n
consequence he 1s responsible.

As the argument which proves man's responsibility
to man for his Lelief, clearly camulates and culminates
when looked atun the hight of civil goverament, | would
not further either trespass on your space ot test the
paucnce of your readess.
all errur 15, and must be, oppused not only to the mind
and will of God, but alsu to the peace and progress of
man. If error were innocent and not irjurious, then,
paradoxical as it may appear, the more wicked a man
became the more innucent he would be, and the more
guod he would de. A man may degrade humsell so
as 1o call good evid and evil good, and Lelieve it tou,
but hus ignorance would not save lum from its conse-
quenees. It may be said by way of palkaton that it
1> ditheult 1o know the true and the night, yet igno-
rance of these can never change their nature or their
opcrativns, and thuse who learn them not by the pre.
cepts which they present must learn them by the
punishments which they inflict on all who disregard
them. Much of this difficulty s solved and settled
by the fact “ That hight is come into the wurld and
men loved dathness sathet than ight because ther
deeds were ovid,” Lut the great Teacher who s the
wisdom of Gud assures us that ' If any man will do
Hus wiil he shall hnow of the doctrine wheiher it be
of God.”

MARITIME PROVINCES.

If it be desirable that our people so widely scat.
tesed in this Canada of vurs should khow cach other,
that the west should hnow what is guing on in the
east and the cast what is going on in the west, the
following sketch of a mission ficld in the region by the
sea will not be without interest 1o those who Yhve in
Ontario as well as elsewhere.

There is known to the writer a pastoral charge
which embraces an entire county. The county, in-
uding islands, is nearly 100 miles long , the breadth,
so far as scttlements are concernced, is hardly worth
mentioning, in many places not more than the length
of a farm back from the scaboard; and in no case
except on the banks of rivers does it extend to more
than two or three farms. The whole population at
the last census was 18,810, Let me give the divisions
in two ways, first in religion, sccond in origin of
the people. In religion they arc in these propor
tions . Romanists, 16,078, Church of England, 1,118,
Presbyterians, 1,069; Mecthodists, 481. _In origin
as follows. French, 12,680 ; Irish, 3,695; Scotch,

Permit meonly to add that |

1,215, English, g72. My tmpression {s that thé ce-
ligious divisions are not very accurate, but 30 & e they
given an the census.  ‘These figures will give a gen.
cral wea of the aspect of the work, Therc is a
resident minister of each of the Protestant denomina.
tions referred to in the county, but the Presbyterians
raise as much for ordinances as the other two come
bined, or very nearly so,

Some twenty-five miles from one end of the county
is the shire town, which is the centre of operations of
the Protestant ministers. Here are found the church
and manse of our own pcople plaasantly situnted,
with some 100 families within a radius of ten miles.
A very few hive by commerce, the rest are fishers,
farmers, and lumbercrs—some wotk at all three occu-
pations at different scasons of the year. The soil is
pood of it were well worked, but it 1s not, as a general
rule.  Where attention is distracted between different
cmploy ments, none s attended to as it ought, There
13 not a large measure of prospenty, and the Protes-
tant population 18 not growing. These observations
apply to the whole county.

Twenty nules north there is a small group of
Scotch fawilics—ten or twelve—and a little church
where service 1s held some six Sabbath afternoons n
the year, and about as often on weck days or even-
ings. ‘The communion is dispensed once a year, the
communicants numbenng from twenty to twenty-five,
They are almost exclusively farmers here, though
some fishang is done.

South-casterly there ts a group of stations at dis-
tances respectively from the shire town of twelve,
sixteen and twenty mmles, Neatly all the people m
this region came from the south of Ireland, and the
Protestant part of them s divided between the Church
of England and the Methodists. A few families are
Scotch or north of Ircland, and so connected with us.
There are, say, twenty-five families with about the
same number of communicants, Here a student
catechist labours four months in the summer, the rest
of the ycar they are dependent on the pastor. At
onc of the stations there is a little church, tn other
p'aces the services are held in school-houses.

Forty-two miles from the shire town and 1n one of
the best fishing centres in the Province, there 1s a
group of about half a dozen families, with a neat hule
church not quite finished, but the services are held in
it an the smomer,  Waith the exception of a few
Church of England adherents, all natives of Jersey
engaged in the hish-cxporting houses, all the rest of
the population are French Romamsts,  Last summer
a French student from Montreal laboured here, partly
ander the Board of French Evangelization and party
under the Home Mission Board, For the remaining
two-thirds of the year they are dependent on the very
occasional services of the nunister who hives, as above
stated, over forty miles away.

Nearly thirty mules further away, onthe islands, are
fuund bLetween twenty and tlurty fanuhlies of Scotch
ongin, who were for a long tme destutute of ordi-
nances except an occastonal visit from the Church of
Lngland minister, and many years ago some of them
were confirmed. They were badly treated by the
Church of their fathers, but they are not quite lost 10
us yet. Since mid-summer the pastor of the county
has paud two viauts to them, and was regeived with
open arms. He means to look after them in the
futsre, The following account of his last tour to the
far away outposts, without any comments, will be left
to tell its own tale. On arecent Sabbath he preached
in the church at home at eleven o'clock, then drove
twelve miles over a very bad road and preached at
three, then cight miles further and presched at half-
past six. On Monday he drove twenty-two miles, and
prcached in the evening. On Tuesday he drove
aight miles, sailed in a boat seven mules, drove nine
miles, rowed one mile and back again one mile, and
preached twice. On Wednesday he came back to
where he was on Monday, and preached again. On
Thursday he druve home forty-twe miles in a blind-
ing snow storm.

Such is a specimen of the laborious work done in
some of the scattered fields of the Provinces by -the
sea. Not a great many perhaps have. work like that
tp do, but sume have, and others know very hitle of
the hardships to be.endured. Many of the. people
ministered to have very little to spare for the support

__c’f the gospel.  They have in many wnstances hard

work ta support life , yet out of their poverty they are
willing to give something ; and there is no prospect
of them being sclf-sustaining in the present genery.




