
Miscellanco us.

.* Tur. t'llowing nppearcd ini the New Brunswick -Chumvh WVitneý,7," as addrcsscd
to Churchinen thiora t tiist.itio whon it i. proposed toe %tabilith a Synd in that

diIto s iitiIity mnny be fuit hure, althouglà %vo arc flot riow couîniencing thf?
atovenîctt

SYNODS AND THEIR UTILITY:

The following answoer, te questions whichi May bte asked ma1y rsebist soine pursilî.4
Who ie leard hoft a Synod, but neitiier knoiw whnt it i, nor bave fornàed any clcar
opinion :is to its utiity

1. JVhett is a -ýynod? It is an nsscmbly eitr of bishop.q. or of bishopQ anîd
other ec.rgy, or of bishop-4. elergy îuîd laynien, cailed to, consid.'r muatters whieli
relate to te wolftîre of the Chureh.

2. Jl<u'c ie (vq, precedent or direction in Hoby Scri*pt ure.for *f4r>»i:g a Syqnod?
IVe flitîi a p-ec.uIcnt ini thie Acta of' the Apostieti, elsapter 15. A gi'ent questinli
arose t that tiime, about whieh the <Jhurehl was nucl divided. It ivaq Nwhothelr al)
the rite of Mosaie 1awv were to be iiiioseil on Gentiie ChOlristians,. Trhe Apostlem
andi Eider-s first caine together to considcrthe mîite. There wits intili discussion.
But in a eoîuneil, at which, it is nearly certain the laity weYre %rs~t hng hs
part they took in it ks not told us, a dIoqree %vas preo sed hy St. .Jaîîcs the Bi-shop
of euu1,i andi accepted b.) thie wholo (Jhurch, I;vplieh setticed the question.

3. IVere therc any other Synods held -in primitive limes ? A great inany:
both Syinods. of tAie particular dioe*-e, and of the *provine', orpiariarclîafte, of which.
caedi oeese torined a part. To an<tuncil, thas assembled we owe the ourlicst crecd,
cailcul the Nicetie, in our Prayer-bouks. Tihis grand couueil wuis caiicd hy tp
Ernperor Constantinie, and his de6rees relateui chiefiy to tAie gret fundainentai, arti-
CIO of faith, t10- supreine dliviaity of' Jous Christ. On that aind. mani> other occa-
Biens8 only tAie bishops and ciergy gave what ks eaited a deûnite sentence.

4. is our Mother Ohurch in Eaglaiad a»ýV Synod t Yes ; it is calicdi
Convoe.itiuî. Lt ineets ever>' yeàr, by the Queun's license. anti it consists of two
b~ ouses, the upper bouse eonsistiug of bishopi. tAie iower of the representativesof the
clergy. Lt ks aisa divi& into two branéehs, tAie Convecation'o? the Province etf
Canterbury' and the Convocation of the Province of York.

5. W/uit part did Convocation take in the Preparation aid Revisio*of or
Prayer-book ? A very important part. The whoe book wis, 8uhmuitted te thent
for appros'al :ît its Iast revisieri in 1662 ; after thcy 1usd approved it, it was tlien
submnitted te Parliamnent, and final)>' it received the consent o? the Sovereign, ùnd
thus becansie part e? the statute iaw o? Enghsnd. At (hurehnien ini the niot.her
country are, ýr prol'es ta bo, bound by iL, tAîough the lairy do net subscribe te iL ax
the cergy whon are tesehers tire ealled upon to di).-

6. Ar6 we boeind by te Prayrbogk in the sanie meanner, and I te samie
èxIe>tt, as î r bretiaran at home are botnd ? Mforal/j, we are, heeiJise we ali pro-
fess te he ininubers of the Churulh o? England ; but whether lega/ty, afirnits of grave
qunestioni. 'Ihghut aw eotîrt in hîin as lately dec~e*.ùd thnt -the Ufidtcd
chu,:clî ef ?En'.ind au 1I reland is ii e part of' the Consitittion un any colon*-~ set-
tiemnent. nor cau ità uthQrit*4es or tj4ý'%vhn have office in iL tlain te, bcoc g izeti
by the law of' thte eolony, otherwise than as the ineinbers e? a voluntary associi«îin. *

The decision sems te render our position ns Churelimen lems definite, and moere
uneertain tian niost of us bave su p psed it te bc. The Englisit Iaw creyeeg
nize us as inmbers of thte Church established in EpW-%snd. My'<rally, the bisbops,


