
ROUGE ET NOIR. il
niarvelously beautill in the moonliglit ; andi thi nurnitir
of the wvaters niingled %with the sîgh of the rnidgcs, scicil
to 1dm, the lovciiest son- lie liari ever hicard ; ricithcr
mcerry nor sad, but happy and I peaceful. Mien lio wc1ît,
and thte Iars ran doivn over a stane int a clark, eddy, andi
gathcred against a smail jutting lerige. Andi flans diti
flot sec for a long lime tîtat froin cach tear drapi Spra g a
riclicate itlîte fairy ton largcr titan a gnat, andi that they
fortueri a ring on the Stream, shinir.g in the inooiighît,
and tibat the ring grcwv ever %vider and %vider as tic drops
ran clowvn. At list hoe hcavcd a great sob and twc> spccially
large tears, trickling clownr and joining togcthcr, passcd
out into the middle of the ring and became a fairy much
largcr and evcn muire beautifill than the rcst. H-alls
startcd and looked dnwn %vondcringly int thc glimincring
aig'and hecard a swvct smnaii voice corne up from the
shinling water. Whiat it said %vas this: "P>our 1-Tans
Fingerhut, you havo: endureri cnough anti arc vcry %çea.ry.
Shahl we Sing you tc Sang of the Stream iii your own
mortil tonguc?" Hians Fingcrhut's cycs look-cd down
noiv brighit and wvet iih joy and gratitude, and lie tried
to Sniile, forgettifig that lie had a1 frog's mouth, whliciî is
flot mnade tu snîile, so hie contentcd himsclf with saýyizng,
"Ah, I must die soon, if 1 do flot hicar lte strcam song."

And the fity ring %%idcned till it touchiet cither byank,
and bcgan to go round with a motion so soit and delicate,
andi cadi link %vas sOs sinail and bèautiful that hians %voul
have bccen enîtr.anccd andi stupified %vithl 'wontier nti tilighit
had bis mind flot bccn set %vith ail its faculties tes catchi
tc fhy song. Tien lte fairy who stooti ini the middic

wavcd hcr iwand and lte ;itie sang rose up scarccly loudcr
than the voicc of the rnidgcs, yet so distinct that 1 ans
F-ingcrhut'-; frog-cars caughit cvcsyiword af it This wvas
the sang they Sang-tc song of lte watcr drops; for
Hians uscri oalie ta repent it aftcria.rds, and ail tihe gond
childrcn in the town kucw it wcli:
ity ailcr.t forcit andi lii antI (nousy Stone

%Vc' Corns trous te womscçIlui b i c WC S to tz a;
WVe labor ansl ouur& oswct so0p, buti wc icecr soan,

For our motiter Uise soca i, cafling us ciitv;
NVe havec iscarsi ber eaIlins ns Mssy ansi snazy a siy.
Frern the coo] &My atosne ansi thc white =as tar îa=y.

TIle =,y is lonsg, uat mndurg a=(1 slow us th t*aCk;
TiMe Zu.aprocis fret us; tise etltie wonrk ns sIciay;

notwie siuKg swtsnn5, tu Our t-ssUir antianaicr bier havi-,
Sues WCe aroirer onr msUe, ~sw1y rrp>y,

Ch, ire iscrber, ire lscarbcr, singizng irh=c we r=a,
Par, f-r zay in the silence cailins us boule.

roor mnsortal, yont cars arc. sinli iso n canant bnr;
Ilut -4e WCe bear i4, the Iqcast ci onr usoUser aict,

LoIr, tar zay, swect =1t oselcmu ani CI=r,
Uilsir tiel lii tbUc 'hsrsc s onies

GlaI7 ire ai; for ussrznt.ca, fer ire mailplcaso ler boti,
* $onl Id briay andi 1raS, freetiens andi i miite zte.

%* veaisis-i liis tisromsh the &=i ai tise atancs ani tise rcras;
-Ani WCe ne.r CIr&ir Iti Usonla ire jssnsy «C-r ansi Y,

* Drc3eing anti ticausuhi;, ubererer thc loisg %My la.%lz
ci thse tar corsi ,sciu ands thc rosis ci Uic mmnti ati. iles',

* Unsier Use sail andi thse atars ir glitter ans Uaces , (,ee,
FeTrcre sreaisst ticuu orzso1iscrý s th ee uarlcj; e.

As theLicast echoos of Uic qang dicd awvay the faizy ring
faldoc off ibita thc quiet maoonshiîî. Osnly thc largcr iairy
reinainedc iii tle rniddle, andi it wvas no loniger bbc iairy
but thc littie clf af te thiL-tle, iooking marc beautiful and
%vise than ever. -"Do you Lknowv Uie Strcaim Sang?"' saiti
lie, andt no frog's voice ever sounded Sa swclly as Hans

F-itigerlitit'-- as lie repeateti word for word the faity sang
ai bte sbream. 1' sas I not ri,,ht," said bte clf, «' Ment 1
said that lte wvatcr drops sing forcvcr as you> ton, sance
sang iinperfectly in yaur >'outh? Niglît anid day, as they
journic3, they fcel the far off strcngth and grandeur of the
sen, calliig and bcckoning thicm on, andt the sang that
thcy sing Lq s iilier wcary for sad, but pcrfcîiy happy
ani peaicclul. Sa cvcrything iii thc world lia-s somcething
great andi noble ta sîrive towvards. Yau, too, Hans Finger-
biut, giftcd above most men, have your sca ta Sek wvitltout
ccasing-a wondrous anti absorbing sca ai strength and
beauty and i poace. You can never carne to it, but you
cati approach ever necarer and ncarcr. If you uttdcrstand
tItis righîtly, the troubles and vexations of lire, -Il] ils trials
and dlifficulties vill no longer fret yau, but onl, arm you
with tîto wide knowledgc andi pawver." Sa saying thc clf
once more prickcd Hians Fingerhut an the nase wtith his
thitlc.st:zff and Hlans again becamec a man.

Ail niight long Ilans sat beside the stream in the moan-
light, very quiet and thougitini, iistcning ta thc cternal
ripple ai the %voter. It scerner to Iiim t1ict lie colulti noim
retîder te swvct, joyous vaice distiîîctly imbt %ords, and
the inurmur ever seciee ta say-

Oh. ire isar lier, WC bras' Ier. sigis;, screver ire rmmn,
l'as', tar' awy in thse silence, calinis un bore"

.\ît iast the daivni came anti Hans Fingerhut wvcnt down
la lte Stream andi bathed ]lis face andi hantis, taking Uic
liîrnast carc neyes' ta disltirb ils clcarncss, andi lie biesseri
lthe Stream anti turimte&awa.y honiemvard through te Fore
The voices ai the birds- came saft anti nuffied out of the
coo tres and lte bi>zls af lte wakzing catic soundeti
litfuily.teross lie far <4i his. As lbe itasseti out of the
woods the sun rose, antlie birds bra>kc ino rull chorus;
te Inboiircrs began ta go aftcIti ani anon the grassholpers
piped ini bte warmn grass. Ail these thîings no longer marie
i laits Fingcrhut angry, but oîîly seemeri ta hini sa many
diffiercnt versions ai thc: streani sang. Tlhey seerneti ta
say ta lîirn, 1'Ali, 1 lans 1-ingerlbut, you ]lave changetl andi
becornielike us again. Wc are ail happy anti Itecful, for
wivhworail somnctiiing noble and beaulirul to %vork for.

Wcl long tas Jicar you «ing." So I Tans carne ta tic ton n
andi te itoise andtir ofn ilte îtrcr-Lç wvers beconte quite
plica.satît ta ltim. lc no loiigcr .%-atkei wvith lus ustial

drîciatît sîride, downctst iacc and scoivlis-g brow. The
portly figures and round faces of the busy burghicrs, andi
%ie wcll.ftllcçl purses; at tlicir giries 110 lonuger madie
hîrn fierce andi etiviaus, but ltc grecîti tlicm ail miith a.
quiet and i pcasant gooi rnoruîiing."

Ail thtat day, andi ninny d.ty.s-, lic sat in lis etaîl andi
sewced andi stitcheti diligently andi sang ço nuany glati,

IlIZOUGE ET NOIR.


