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THE TRUE STAFFý OF LIFE.

A SERMON

"Man shail >zot live ly Aread alon, l'ut /ir evcry od/ajocd/

out of/lie ,,otlli of &ail.' :lattlhew 4 : 4.

T HE circumstances under which these words were uttered were of a vcrv
trying nature. 'l'le Saviotir %vas, nt that moment, suffering %ith"

hunger. Hleh had fastcd forty days an d forty ni ghts. fo this wcre addted tle
struggles of temptation -a niost unwelcomie compliment indecd-but the
tempter seems to, take advantage of a mans darkest hours and wcakest
moments as being the inost suitable and promising periods for attack. So
here. He assails the blessed Redcmer with lus fiery darts, ivhcn iu His
most straitened circumstances-, anud cudeavours to bring about H-is fait..
Jesus, however, knew with whomi H-e had to deal. He was equal to thce
occasion, even thioughI lii a famishing condition. He withstood z1lc attack
nobly and succcssfully. 'l'le Rock of Agcs cannot be nmoved. ln this, 1-lis
trying moment, He did not ]ose sight or hold of the truc principle of lf.

Wlhen darkness seenicd to envelope Hlmi like a cloud and the floods
rushcd upon Hinm, He stili lield Hlis eye upon the Light that gladdens and
guides the soul when ail oilhers fait. lie betook Himself to the truc and
impenetrable asylum. He graspied firmly, and acted according.y, the mystery
of existence of life. Straiteined circunmstances tend to raise the soul to a truc
conception of ivhat life really is. It thv; dcrivcs truc and rencwed strength
so as to enable hlm to cope successfully ivith the occasion. Iii the instanre


