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What: the poet wants is wliat no genius iior poetic fire \vill
comipensate for the lack of-a conimon sclîool education.

Messrs. Drysdale's last book is Van Bibber andl Others, bv
Richard Harding Davis, a neat :249 page volume, wvith -fotur
illustrations, publishied by Harper and B3rothers of New York.
Its short stories, ini wihichi iMr. Davis excels, are fifteen in 'nuni-
ber. Van Bibber, the hiero of several of theni, is a Newv York
wealthy young-- man about town of a soiîiewliat manly and bene-
volent type. D3ning, betting, and thecatre going are his --nd
bis friends' chief occupations, but lie and they caii, on occasion,
do plucky and generous tlings, ail of wvhichi i\ r. Davis tells
in a strain of dignified humor, even to Van Bibber's laying out
three athietie toughis of the Bowvcry. There is appreciation of
kind hearts iii A Recruit at Clhristmnas, and A Patron of Art:
patl4etic sadness iiv Outside the Prison,, and An Unfinishied
Story; and the delineation 0f the chivalry of humble if c in
the tales concerning, Hefty Burkýe. There, is not a particle. Df
theoretical religion iii them, ilor of highi consistent mioral
purpose, but flic stories are Dure and generally inculcate a
spirit of nianliiîess, h1onor and idnidness. Recent revelations
of New York's gilded youth do not necessarily prove that there
are no Vani Bibbers amiong themn; yet, if Mr. Davis's book wvill
have the effect of encouragîng amiong thiem a highler standard
of acting, it Nvill acconiplishi a goodl end.

Finally, r.Chapman furnishes the Talker's table with the
two volunmes of Fridtjof Nansen's " Fartliest North," being tl.e
record of a voyage of exploration of the sliip Eram, 1893-4.6,
and of a fifteen nionthis' sleigh journey by Dr. Naisen and
Lieut. johiansen; with an appendix by Otto Sverdrup, captain

of tlie Frami. Thbis book of 351 .and 471 octavo pages, is pub.-~
lishied in Mvaciilian's Colonial Lib6rary. Evcrybody is famii-
liar w'ith the newspaper outline of the story of the Norwegilan

expedition N%,Iichl %went"*farthier inorth'thali any othier, but mani-

aged to miss the pole. It vas not, therefore, able to report
ýNIethier the Scotchnian is sitting on it or not. If lie lias been
sitting there long, lie xîîust be pretfy dead. Farthest North


