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PLEASANT HOURS.

Py

True Living,

To breathe to eat, and sloep, or in valn
strivo

With Nature's laws a hopaless war to
wago,

And reap unrest and paln from youth

to age,—
This 18 not life, but death. He only

liveg
Who from tho heart’s full fountain freoly
glves,
And takes as frooly, love's large
horitnge.
Who saves his life shall lose it, and the
prize,
It gnn:;;d. is not worth having. He who
]

For God and truth and lost humanity,
Scorning delights W live lahorlous days
Shall win, not wealth nor placo nor

human pralse,

But lfe indeed, and §mmortality.

JEWISH LIFE IN PALESTINE IN
THE TIME OF OHRIST.
BY THE REV. W. P. ADENEY, JLA,

There 13 no reason to suppose that tho
dwellings of peasants and artlzans were
different from those seen in the towns
and villages of Palestine in tho present
day. Lot us look at such a house as tLat
in which Mary and Joseph brought up
the child Jesus. It i8 not built with
stones or bricks, but only with mud
drled in the sun, and externally it looks
ko a square block of earth, it may be
with green grass growing on tho roof.
We can understand how it would be pos-
siblo for a thief to dig through and steal
from a house thus built. Thero is no
chimnoy. Flres are rarely lit; but whon
tho weather is cold a charcoal brazier
may be lald on the floor.

There {3 no window. All the day-
light that {8 to be had comes in through
the open door. ‘Tho strong sun-light ot
the East makes the most of the smallest
chink, and the glocm of a windowless
house {8 much less there—where, too, no
one wishes to shut the door to keep out
the cold air—than it would be under the
fall smoke that envelopes London. For
all that, the !ght must have been greatly
obscured; and we are not greatly sur-
prired to learn that the womau, who had
lost o plece of sllver, needed to light a
Iamp before she could leok for it. Nor
are we to be surprised at her having to
sweep the floor before she could find it -
for the floor is only trodden earth, often
thick with dust and rofuse.

Practically, the house consists of one
~hamber, but there is an alcove at the
further end, where part of the family
sieep It is likely enough that the
house {8 bu{lt against a hill, and If so,
a cave may be utilized for this purpose.
A raised platform, approached by three
or four roughly-hewn steps, constitutes
the women'’s portion of the dwelling.

Domestic utensils are but few. All-
fmDortant i3 the mill—consisting of two
stones, the upper one having handles at-
tached to it, with which the two women,
wheo sit faclng one another, with the miil
between them, tern it. A bushel is an
article of furniture which one is always
to logk for. ‘Thus Christ speaks of “the
bushel.” Turned upside down it serves
as 2 table while the family squat round
it at their homely meal. When the lamp
1s lit this may be conveniently placed on
the bushel—ft would be & mistake, Christ
ways, to reverse the action, aud put the
lamp under it. The lamp is a little
caTthen vessel, with a spout for the wick
to come out at, a holo in the middle for
the oil to be poured threugh, and a
handle at the back.

It Joseph's workshop were like a car-
penter's shop in Nazareth at the present
day, it wou'd be a squara room, open on
on¢ side to the street, and quite flugh
with the pathway, so that passers-by
could watch the young apprentice as he
drove the saw and plane, and fashioned
the ploughs and yokes, of which Justin
Martyr speaks. Here he would often be
called Into conversation with the talk-
ative loiterers, to whom—as to most
Eastern Deople—time is of no value.
Thus he would be an observer of men
in the streot of Nazareth even in his
early days. Through these streets there
would pass a busy traffic.

In the present day, wheeled vehlcles
aré unknown in Palestine, excepting on
the road {rom Jaffa to Jerusalem. The
broken, rocky paths would not admit the
roughest waggon to travel over them.
But things were better in the old, more
civilized days. Wealthy men rods albout
in their charlots; and carts, drawn by
oxenh, were {n use. But wvheols were
never employed in the East vs freely as
with us: and beasts of dburien were em-
ployed to carry goods on their backs.

It is a singular fact, that the camel}
igs the only ono referred to in the New
Testoment, for it must have been much
in use, not only for conveying merchan-
dfse across the desert, but for carrying

]
goods botween the towns and viilages of
Palestine. The ox and the ass were the
more common domestic animals of the
sgricultural classes. Wealthy mon drove ,
about in carringes drawn by bhorses.
Other porsons rode on asses—the Syrian .
ass bolng a strong, brisk littlo animal,
though not regarded so highly as the
noble Arabian horso,

Dress—most peoplo in tho streets were
on foot and probably dressed much as
they are dressed In tho present day.
A Uitle baby would bo put into light
awaddling clothes. When liberated from
this peinful consatriction, he might be
seen In a stato of comploto nudity, sit-
ting astride his mother’s shoulder, a safe
vantage-ground from which to survey the
Lrlsk crowd with Infantine merriment.
A little older. the child runs adbout and
plays in the street, clad in a single gar-
ment—a sort of long shirt, with short
sleaves, and open at the chest. He has
no shoes.

The dress of a man is richer, and more
various. He wears u Inrge cloak about
his shoulders, of striped colours—the
commonest being brown and white.
When he {8 travelling he gathers it
about bhim tho looss folds above tbe
girdlo sorving as a large pocket. Be-
neath the cloak is a close-fitting, long
tunie, with sleeves—often of bright
colours—blue, yellow, red. The humbler
clasges are more often clad in blue, or
blue and white colours. It is likely that
our Lord's tunic was blue. Beneath the
tunic a shirt was sometimes worn, Tho
priests wore trousers down to their feet.

The coverings of tho feet weore of two ,
kinds—shoos and sandals. Op the head

W. Tho conference at Jerusalem. Acts
16. 22-32.

Th. Paul's reference.—Gal. 2. 1-10.

F. The true rule.—Gal. 6. 11-18.

8. Truo righteousness.— Phil, 3. 1 11,

Su. One in Christ.—Col. 3. 8-17.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Jewish Law, v, 1-6.

What visitors bocame teachers ?

Who had sent them ?  Gal. 2, 13,

What did thoy teach ?

What had Jesus taught about this ?
Mark 16. 16.

Who disputed this teaching ?

To what city were thoy sent ?

Who wero to sottlo the disputo ?

Through what cities dld they pass ?

What tidings made the brethren glad ?

Who roceived tho delegates at Jerusa-
tem ?

‘What report was made ?

Who was offended ?

What did they insist upon ?

Who were called together to settle the
question ?
2. Christian Liberty, v. 22-29,

What did the council declde to do ?

Who ware chosen to go to Antioch ?

What greeting was sont with these
messengers ¥

What did
learn 7

What did they decide to do ?

What was gaid to Barnabas and Paul ?

What was sald about imposing bur-
dens ?

What things are forbidden ?

What {8 the final word ?

What {s the real burden of this mes-
sage ? Golden Texti.

the church at Jerusalem

NATIVE TYPES IN MODERN PALGSTINE.

was a shawl, bound with cord, and fall-
ing back on the shoulders.

Pictures representing Christ bare-
headed must be false. Under the fierce
Syrian sun, everybody must protect him-
self against sunstroke, Therefore, we
must imagine that our Lord wore one of
these shawl-like head-dresses—perhaps a
silk one, of bright colours—yecllow pre-
dominant—the present of one of his de-
voted wealthy followers.

The dress of the women was like that
of the men, excepting that it was more
ample, and that a veil was commonly
worn over the face. A Jewish woman
was freer In this respect than a Moham-
medan woman i3 at the present day.
She could unveil her countenance when
she pleased, without being considered im-
modest; but she could also vell it when
she pleased An attempt to remove a
woman’s vell was always a gross insult.

LESSON NOTES.

SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE ACTS AND EPISTLES.

: LESSON VIIL—MAY 23.
‘THE CONFERENCE AT JERUSALEM.
Acts 16, 1 6, 22-29. Memory verses, 3, 4.
GOLDEN TEXT.

Through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ we shall be saved, even as they,.—

Acts 15. 11.
OUTLINE.
1. Jewish Law, v. 1-6.
2. Christian Liberty, v. 22-29.
Time.—A.D. 61,
Places-—Jerusalem and Antioch

Syria.
HOME READINGS.

M. The conference at Jerusalem.—Actg
16. 2-11,

Tu. The conference at Jerusalem.—Acts
15. 12-21,

in

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
Where does this lesson show—
L That good men do not always agree?
2. That Christianity i{s not rites, but
holy lving ?
8. That it is by grace we are saved ?

LIVE OR DIE, PGT ME ASHORE.

4 ETORY TOLDL BY DR. JOHN HALL,
GF NREW YORE.

It is nearly two generations since a
boat’s crew left thelr ship to reach the
dervey Islands. Onbe of the passengers
upon that boat desired to land, but the
boat’s crew feared to do so, as the canni-
bals were gathered together on the
shore ; but holding up the Bible in his
hand, he sald, “Live or dfe, put me
aghore” They would not go near the
land; he plunged into the aurf and held
high the book. He reached the land.
The cannibals did not kill him; but he
won their favour, and lived among them,
and, for aught I know, he died among
them.

‘Thirty years afterwara another ship
reached the same Hervey Islands, bring-
ing literally a cargo of Bibles. They
were all wanted, and were taken with
tha greatest eagerness, and paid for by
these people. This was the result of
the labours of that herolc young mean
who said, “Live or die, put me ashore.”
I was preaching to my people some time
ago on behalt of the Bible Soclety. I
mentioned this circumstance in ilustra-
tion of the fact that it i3 not so long,
after all, between the sowing and the
reaping. When 1 came down from the
pulpit and was standing in the middls
aisle, there came up to me a tall, manly-
looking gentleman, a man that looked as
it he might be a descendant ol one of
the old Vikings, and sald, * You wil} ex-
cuse me for coming up to speak to you
and introduclng myself ; I am Captain®
so and so~—1I need not give you his name
—"“1 am {n command of her Majesty’s

‘frlgato" so and so, “and I taka the

lberty of coming to speak to you in re-
ference te what you sald ahout theso
fslands. 1 was there with my ship, 1
saw theso people, and I saw the circula-
tlon of the Biblo among them, and 1
never saw such Christlanity in all my
life as among the peoplo of thess
fslands.”  Sald he, * They reminded me
of those people of whom you read in the
Acts of tho Apostles.”

“MAEKING A LANDFALL."

Having secured his pllot, it (s the
captain’s next aim to make a * landfall.”
That 13 to say, he wishes to come In
slght of some well-known object on
shore, which, belng marked down on his
chart, will show him just where he is
and how he n.ust steer to find the en-
trance to the harbour.

A speclal lighthouse {s usually the ob-
Ject sought, and in approaching New
York harbour it is customary for steam-
ers from Europeo to first find, or “ sight,”
Fire Island Lighthouso. This Is on a
little sandy island near the coast of
Long Isiand. Besldes the lighthouse
there is on this island a si7nal and
telegraph station. WWhen, therefore, the
liner steams in sight of Fire Island Light
she holsis two signals, one of which tells
her name and the other the welfare of
those on board. The operator then tele-
graphs to the ship’s agent {n New York
that she has been sighted and that all on
beard are well, or are otherwlse.

The ship's course {8 then lald to reach
the most prominent object at the harbour
entrance, in this cage Sandy Hook Light-
ship, 8he is easily recognized : a big.
cradle-shaped bulk, painted red, with
two stumpy masts, bhaving vlack ball-
sbaped cages on top of them. If it were
night she would be found by a light at
her masthead flashing brightly white for
twelve seconds and invisible for three.—
St. Nicholas,

ON A HOT DAY.

One of the New York dally papers re-
cently told of a boy who was passing
one of the large hotels when ice was
being delivered therc. In handling the
jce a large block broke and several
pleces were left on the sidewalk. The
boy stood still and watched the icemen
until he decided they swwere not going to
pick those pleces up. He went to ono
of the men and asked if he migh. have
the ice. He was told he could. He
gathered the pleces up and carried them
to a trenclh where some workmen were
at work in the sun and gave the pleces
to them. The men were astonished at
the ofter, and then eagerly grasped the
fce. The boy walked on whistling,

Every Methodist School should
have inits Library Dr. With-
row'’s inspiring story,

BARBARA HECK-:

A Story of Early Methodism in
Canada.

Olath, illustrated, « « - -« 75 cents

in the form of a graphic story Dr.
Withrow traces the adventures of the
heroic little group of Palatine eml-
grants who left Ireland for New
York, and subsequently settled {n
Canada. Prominent in this band
was the herolne of our story, Barbara
Heck, the “mother of Methodism in
the New World.” Of absorbing in-
terest are the descriptions given of
ploneer life, of the Quaker settle-
ment, of the Virginia Loyalists, of
the backwoods camp-meeting, and
the tragic episode of the last slege
of Quebec.

Dr. Withrow's Other Stories,

Lite in a Parsonage, or Lawrence
Temple’s Probation ........... 050
The King’'s Megsenger. A Story of
Canadian Life ...cococeenes vees 070
Nevillo Trueman, the Ploneor
Preacher. A Story of the War
of 1812 ........ .. 070
Valeria, the Martyr of the Cata-
combs ......... teresrseveneaas R (
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