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young aspirant ior fortune’sfavor. Heretofore
he had wandered in classic shades, until his
soul became filled with images of beauty. To
bim, the labours of the intellect were as pas-
time, for he possessed the strength which could
wield the powerful weapons of science, as well
as the delicate pereeptions which seize and en-
joy the most minute charms in the moral and
physical world. He was a poet, because, in
youth, the language of enthusiasm is always
poetry, and a scholar, because study has been
the very element in which he lived. Now all
such things were put aside. H's books were
laid by forever, his verses were condemned to
the flames, and Harry Eustace was only the
active and useful clerk.

Helen Hazlchurst was all that Eustace de-
scribed her—a gentle, lovely, and loving crea-
ture, full of kindly emotions and innecent
thoughts ;—a being 10 beregarded with tender-
ness for the very weaiinessand helplessness of
her relying character. Unfit for the glaring
sunshine of gay life, and less able o bear the
cold blasts of misfortune, she was like some
rare exotic, which requires alike a refuge from
the storn, and a shelter from the heat, ere its
precious perfume repays the care bestowed
apon its culture. Her beauty was of that de-
licate character which seldom: outlasts extreme
youth. Her pure complexion was so faintly
tinted with the rose, her lips were so brilliant
of hue, her tecth so pearly white, and her
figure so exceedingly slender in its proportions,
that the eye of experience gazed on her with
pity as well as admiration; for of such crea-
wres does consumption choose its mast fre-
quent victims.  Yet there was so much of the
vividness of life in her changeful blush, her
sparkling eye, her clastic step, and her lithe
form, that one forgot the {raihty of her loveli-
vess in its wonderful brightness. Her voice
was one of unrivalled melody—its every tonc
was musical, and her song was like the war-
ble of the furest bird. There was 2 frankness,
100, in her manners, a jeyousness in her looks,
and 2 free grace in every gesture, which couid
only result from the overfiowing happiness of
aninnocentheart. Her unworldliness of char-
acter seemed to shed an alwost infaniine charm
uround her, and inspired an involuntary te-
spect for the puriiy which knows no cvil, and
suspects no guile.  But such traitg, lovely and
feminine as they may be, are rarely combined
with strength of mind. Hclen was all that
men seek in the idol of thair carnest youth—all
that woman might ever be, itshe could be hedg-
«d round by defences ou alt sides, toguard her

from dxsappo ntment and treachery and sor.
row. But alas! in a world like this, where
freshness of feeling, like the dew upon the
flower, is exhaled in the very morning of life,
or, if still retained, must be hidden from view,
like the honey-drop in the blossom’s perfumed
chalice, something more is required of womaun
than mere gentleness and timid reliance.—
Without some latent strength of character,
veiled by sweetness and tenderness, woman s
but a plaything, a toy, a puppet 10 amuse the
idle hour of listlessness, but utterly useless
the days of darknessand despondency. *Huw
beautiful it is to love with the heart and wih
the mind !’ exclaired the gifted Madame de
Stacl; and only those who have felt the pow-
er of such a love, can fully appreciate the en-
thusiasm which prompted theremark. Helen
Hazlchurst was not calculated to inspire such
affection. Shepossessed ail the qualities which
are most lovely in childhood, or cven in early
maidenhood, but which, unless connected with
some lofuier tiaits, are apt to degencrate imie
commmonplace feclings in later life. '

For two years Henry Eustace continued w
fill the station which alone could afford a com
petent knowledge of his future profession.
His days were dcvo!ed to business, his ev
ings to the society of Helen, and, as thery
were many kind gossips ready to spread abroa
the tidings of their cngagement, it was soo
understood that she was to be left to the ex
clusive attentions of her lover. The error, &
prevalent in society, which induces a girl, a
soon as she becores affianced, to scem utterls
unapproachable to all others than her futr
husband—an error which tends to narrow h
mind, and deprive her of one of the most cfies
tual sources of intellectual improvement—v
practised to its fullest extent in this case.
Everybody knew that Helen wasengaged, an
therefore it becamne necessary for every bods
to treat her in a manner differing as much fror
the familianty which might be permitted if st
were married, as irom the attentive politen
which was her due previous to her Getrotha!
The young lover immersed in business fro
woraing Uil night, felt no disposition to i
glc in 1hc gaictes of society, and Hclen, h..,.,
in the few hours which she daily spent wit
him, caved litile for the pleasures which
formerly attracted her.  The life of both he
become only x quict round of monotonous ¢
ties and gentle affections, when ar even: &
curred which disturbed the calmness of ik
feclings, just in time, perhaps, to preveat ut
stagnation.




