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NISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

alrcady stated the exposed position of the
British; our readers may, therefore, take
this insinuation at its proper value. 0'Con-
nor in his account, reversing the real state of
things, makes the British “five to one.”
Thomson, more modestly, says, ** the action
was fought by inferior numbers on the Ame-
rican side,” and Dr. Smith, giving no numbers,
dwells only on *the firmness and gallantry of
the American troops.”

The escape of General Vincent ard his
troops left the Americans as far as ever from
the desired undisturbed occupancy of the
western peninsula.  Ingersol observes, ¢ Vin-
cent, the British General, effected his retreat
(probably without Dearborn’s even knowing it,
for he stayed on shipboard), to the mountain
passes, where he employed his troops in at-
tacking, defeating, and capturing ours during
#il the rest of that year of discomfitures.”
Armstrong, in his remarks, has, “if, instcad
of concentrating his whole force, naval and
military, on the water side of the enemy's de-
fences, he had divided the attack, and, cross-
ing the Niagara below Lewiston, advanced on
Fort George by the Queenston road, the in-
vestment of that place would have been com-
plete, and a retreat of the garrison impracti-
cable.”

It was certainly fortunate for the British
that the Americans had generals who were
pot tacticians enough to profit by their supe-
riority in numbers. Had Brock commanded
the Americans, the campaign of 1613 might
have had a more fortunate issue for our enc-
mics.

Although the disasters at York and Niagara
were disheartening in some degree, yet the de-
scendants of the brave men who composed the
militia at that time have cause to look on both
these events with much pride and satisfaction.
It is clear, from the conduct of the militia on
each of theseoccasions, that they had attained
a high degree of military discipline, and, as a
coutemporary justly observes, “the marked
coolness and fearless intrepidity with which
the York and Lincoln militia resisted the ap-
proach of the enemy towards their shores,

would have reflected honor on a band of veter-
ans long accustomed to ¢ the din of arms.’”

We left General Vincent at the Beaver
Dam, where he had been joined not only by
the detachment from Fort Erie and Chippewa,
but by one flank and one battalion company
of the 8th, and Captain Barclay, R.N,, with a
small body of scamen on their way to Lake
Erie. To cut off this force, Dearborn, who
scems never to have been in a hurry, de-
spatched, on the 28th, a considerable body ;
bat, luckily, he sent them in the wrong diree-
tion, for had he chosen the Lake road, there
would have been a proba%ility of cutting off
General Vincent. Two days were occupied
in this fruitless pursuit, and, on the recall of
the troops, two days more were passed in a
consideration of how the lost time was to be
made ap. Dearborn’s idea was to use the
flect as a means of transportation to Burling-
ton Bay: but, fortunately for the British, the
Cabinet at Washington gave this arm of the
expedition a different diection. No alterna-
tive, therefore, remained to Dearborn but the
pursuit by the Lake shore, which should have
begun, had Dearborn possessed any encrgy,
on the morning of the 28th.

Before, however, following the fortuncs of
the brigade despatched in pursuit, we will
turn to Sackett’s Harbor, and the fate of the
expedition prepared against it by Sir George
Prevost, and a considerable body of troops
destined to act in concert with the fleet under
Commodore Yeo.

After disposing of this subject, we will re-
turn to Gen. Vincent and his fortunes, taking,
while in the west, a glance at Proctor, whom
we left just after his return from Fort Mcigs.
Another chapter will, however, be required
for a consideration of all these subjects; we
will, therefore, conclude the present one with
Ingersol's testimony as to the defence of Ca-
nada :—*“On the land the defence of Canada
was couducted with much more encrgy, en-
terprise and spirit, than the Amcricanattempts
at invasion, which failed, after a long scries of
delays and reverses, and proved abortions a8

discreditable as Hull's."



