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Its Directors are men of known experience, ability and integrity.

Its operations will not be confined to one section of British Columbia, but wherever promising prospects are
to be exploited its xepresentatxves will work.

" There are many undeveloped mines in this province awaiting development
The object of the Rossland - Slocan Mines Development Company is to acquire and develop potential mines.
Working bonds have been secured on a number of properties and development work will be vigorously

prosecuted on such as are favorably reported on by the company’s engineer.
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COPPER PRODUCTION OF THE WORLD.

The total copper production .of the world is esti-
mated by Messrs, Henry R.-Merton & Co.in.their
annual cnrcular just issued-at 373,208 long tons, the

¥ greatest ever reported, In 1888. according to the
same authority, the total supply was 258,026 tons, and
in 1892 it had-increased to 315,472 tons. In 1893 there

was a slight decrease, to 303,534 tons, but since then ]

there has been a continued gain, the figures being
! 324,506 tons in 1894, and 334,285 tons in 18gg, witha
gain of 38,923 tons, or 11.7 per cent. to the quantity
above given for 1896.. The, figures for the leading

countries, with the proportion of thie* total s furnished *

by each, are as follows for two years:
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»: The figures for"the- United: States are those fur-
: mshed by& Mr. John. Stanton as statistician for the
. companies. It Wil" be «¢&n
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JAPAN AND SILVER.

The-price of silver has-shown an alinost continuous
.fall since the opening of the.yearand hasnow reached
283( pence’ in Lopdon and 6234 cents in New York,
the latter- pnce showing a decline of 2} cents per
fine ounce since December and 6 cents as compayed
with the carresponding date last year. A part of ‘this
decline may be du¢ to the- smallerpurchasmg power
of India on account of short crops and famine, though
the shxpmcnts to-India hay¥ got\shown quite &s great

4 ‘decrease, this year as mlght have been expected,
the loss being aboyt -16 per cent. In great part, how-
ever, the decline Yias beenspetulative, or ratheér senti-
merital, and based .upon the adoption of the gold
standard by Japan. coupled with the apprehension
that a-large surplus from that country would be thrown
upon the market: -1t hardly, appears that such an

~

« -anticipation is correct, Japan has not been a large

+ Bagier of; silyer for some time and does not-appear to
rhave a heavy §tock In December last the total
amouninf wtrency in that coimtry was estimated’at
278,454,000 yen; ‘the value of the yen being about 50
cents. Of this, howc.ver. .02.053. yven were :in
. paper and only 76,396, 500" yen in coin, chiefly silver.
* Nzarly all of thlS silver will be needed [or the new
supsidiary uun'\ge of ouc-yen and smller picces
s wluch it ls,pmposed to make, as the five-yen prece
will be the smallest gbld coin.  Since silver at 32to 1
swith gold is undervalued ds compared with average
commercial Aakie. the tendency should be for sitver

Taddgo oup, of circulation. where gold, the overvalued

" 33,000 tgiis,.a decreaseof Soo tns from 4895: the pro  metal, could ‘be used. —Eagincering and  Minng
, Juction of the Tharsis was about the sameirbotr+ jo-urn'\l .. .
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t showed a slight falling%ff«" The fglm.s for Germny ‘o {72 L THE COAT. LT CAMP.

do not agree with those of Messts. Aron’lhrsch,&

porganrt dxﬂ'crcncc
Perhaps-the most remarkable fact connected with
1896 was that the i mcrc'xse in supplécs was aLl absorhzd
. without difficulyy, and the price was “well malﬁ'téx d
throughout the year. Consumers in Europe secmed
to take all that was offered, and the increase all went
L to thiem, t the consumption here being light throughout
‘the year. I'nq.neenng,and Mmmg Joumal,
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~ Coal Hill derives its ndme from a deposit of eacel-
lent coal found a_-f¢y vyears since about three miles
south of the town, A tubnel was run to a -onsidera-
ble distance, but the broken up condition of the seam
and an insufficient thickness Ied to its abandonment,
This was the first discooery of mincral of any kind
made on the mountain, which is probably destined to
become‘one_of the principal mining camps in the
province. Iti%:situated in \he.midst of a pastoral

-

country which, since the advent of the first white set-
tlers, was only deemed valuable for pasturing cattle.
Starting from Kamloops a constant succession of
grassy, rolling hills, dotted with pine trees, ascend to
an clevation of 3,300 feet above the level of the sea.
From every-point‘of view the scenery is of the most
pleasing and picturcsque character, which never fails
to attract the admirationof thebeholdaer. The moun-
tains of the gold range are here clothed about two-
thirds of their height with bunch grass, the support of
numérous liérds of cat‘le. Above that the timber line
intervenes, embracing within its limits an abundant
growth of pine and fir, principally the latter. The
country is everywhere accessible to persons riding on
horseback aud an excellent wagon road already exists,
to which an extension of about a mile will intersect
some of the.principal claims and affoid all the facili-
ties that will be required for transportation.

The general trend of the veins is east and west.
They lie in a diorite formation and exist under similar
conditions to those found in the Rossland district,
accompanied by the characteristic iron capping, whic’
is a prominent feature of those deposits. The ore 1»
also of the same character, being chalcopyrite, assas-
ing from 5 to 30 per cent. in copper and from $§ to 38
in zosd.  The vein matter is diorite.  The L4 s aver-

- width from four totwenty fectand ¢ ivcations
1. » extend overan arezaof about twenty sq 1are iniles,
Fucl is abundant and an uarivalled climae, i addi-
tian to short railwiy communic.tlion comjictes the
advantages which very few mining ¢ mps pass. s,
Two hundred clams have biren recorded w0 date.
The first discovery was made in June by Louis Den-
nett, who brought ~ome of the oreto Kamioops and
described in a vague manuer the Situation of the vein
from which it was taken. Unaware of its value he
left shortly for the mica mines at the headwaters of
the Thompson river, without taking any steps to locate,
This led to a scarch on the mountain, which resulted
in the mineral claim known as the Python being
staked and recorded. The richness of the deposits
soon spread and within two or three weeks numerous
prospectors were roaming in every direction i quest
of mineral wealth.—From the Annual Reportof Gold
Commissioner Tunstall.



