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a group of character nobodies, wbo bad drawn SI
apart te eat and drink, and iveie discussing the i
viands witb sncb interest as bo show they cared i
about lutIle cisc.S

He saw afler a lime tle be had not been1
missed-not noticed by any one lie feared-andn
then lie glided noiselcssly mbt and Ibrougli the I
passage, and there, in the riglit brandi of bbc
crossing corridor, fouind Clareuzce Barvey waiting
for him. t

Holding up bis inger towards bis lips, thouglig
he did not unmaskç, Clarence Harvey led tie wayo
tili a door confronted tbem, whicli was locked.t

Bendiug bis bead, lie looked Ilirougli the kcy-t
hole; then, turning bis ear to it, le listened. i

Satisficd, apparently, with Ibis precaution, lie1
inserted a key in the lock, turued it witli extremeF
care, and opened tie door.

A great rush of air swcpt past them, and i
threabened of ilself te tell thc story of the secreta
comers 10, those bey ond.L

IlQnick! quick! the door!"'lihe exclaimed.N
And Lord Langton instantly advanced, and
closed it after him, and Clarence locked it andq
removcd the key.1

Il We must mun, but as bares run-noiselessly,"a
lie said, and himslf sbarted off.

Lord Langton followed with a foot of equalc
swiftness, turning and winding about, expecting
every instant t0 dasli bis brains ont agains thiet
solid walls wihl le was cou tituually and unex-
pecbedly confrouting.1

Clarence stopped aI lasI, and Lord Langtonc
was in a moment by bis side stopping too, liotb
breaîbiug bard.i

IlWe have passed the door safely wbere tlieyI
miglit bave comae ont upon us and interceptedt
us. Hark 1 Yes-bhere tliey are! The door opens,i
their swords are accidentally clasing-wve vere(
only just lu lime."1

"lBut wby should tbey attack mnie demiandedt
Lord Langton.

"lFor two reasons. Tbey hale you 'because
they îhink you are fana4ticaly honest-and in
politics now-a-days leaders mustn'tbe 100 boues t
-and lliey would bave bad a fair chiance of
giving you an accidentai stal Ilirougli yonr
coming upon tliem Ibis way in the dark. wben
tbey don't expect you."1

I Ibink better of tbcm Ibhan yoit do," said
Lord Langton.

IlWliat sort of a pictume do you faucy I an
going 10 show you, iu accordauce witb m1y pro-1
mise VI demanded Clarence Hlarvey.1

IlI don't know mudli about pictures. Wliab I
hope now t0 sec is a bandful of brave and able
Englishme-mea of mark and position-sickj
of the inevitable mummery of Ibis masquerade,
and now drawing apamt in solemu council over
the fortunes of England, and desirous 10 dis-j
cover wbat is their duty with regard to their
legitimate but most unforînnate monarcli."

IlWelI, bere tbey are. Bush ?" respondedi
Clarence, as lie bnng a beavy cloak against tle
wall stretched wide, then molioned 10 bis mas-
ter to go under il with him.

Within bhat stifling enclosure bbey soon ol-
tained air and rooma by pressing the cloak ont-
wardly on their shoulders, and tien, a il chance
of light being shut out, Clarence removed a
tbick slip of wood a couple of inches deep and
about cigliteen inches long, and bbc roem witbin
was at once visible, and thc hum cf many voices
heard.

Neyer had Lord Langton looked upon a more
extraordinary group, considering wbaî lie ex-
pccted, and knoiving, as lie did, of wlat it miisl
lie composed-the flower of the Jacobite gentry
and aristocmacy. Tîsere were about twenty-five
or pembaps tbirty persons in ail, for il was not
easy 10 count tliem, there was so much iisnok-
80 much movement of certain persous passing
fom one little gronp tb another-and sncb a
general buzz and clamour and jovial excitement.

The first persons Ibat lie saw were thc Turkisi
and Circassian beaulies of the masquerade, jusl
six lu number, ail wcaringr the saine kind of
dress, bbougli of diffeent colours. Onecf Iliese
delicate ladies was Sitting upon a stool-one le-C
higli upon a chair, tle other leg similarly dis.
posed cf upon another cbair-while she wiped a
bld hcad with a pocket-handkerchief, and

showed a chin that would bave been the better
for a clean shave. Another charming C ircassian
was stalking about smoking, and witli a sword
sticking out from under tlie silken petticoat.
rivo more were having a dance to themselves,
miore remarkable for spirit than decency-a
dance certainly flot of English, but of Eastern
or Spauish origin.

The masks of al! those present were off, for
the sake of the relief, and perhaps'in evidlence of
good failli one to another. The faces were ail
of liard-visaged men---some young, soine old-
the greater part middle-aged. Among these
the fair Turks and Circassians were particularly
noticeable, as belying their effeminate costume.
They looked only too ready for deeds of des-
peralion and blood.

Hard drinking, cbiefly of wine, ivas going on
in ail directions- dozens of botties together came
and disappeared, leaving no particular sign be-
hînd of their eflèct. Elere, again, the fair ones
were conspicuonus for tbeir rousing drauglits.

These six fair ladies at present, bowever, were
quiet, though tbey seemed, to acute bystanders
like Lord Langton, to have an underslanding
arnong tliemselves, that did flot extend to the
rest of the company. JusI now tbey wvere lient
on relieving the tediumn of political discussion
liv makîing as mucli mirtb as possible out of
trilles.

"lGentlemen,"ý suddenly broke in a powerful
voice, wlîicb Lord Langton recognised as that
of the master of the ceremonies, I need bardly
say the sports of to-night were intended 10 usher
in something a little more serions and timely.
I arn asked to plday the chairman, and I consent
to keep ont a licIter man rallier than wvaste liie
in sceking lîin. Welcome, tben-a bicarty wel-
come to allV

"lAh! we must bave thec toast!" shouted oue
of the fair Circassians.

ilThe toast! the toast!" was ecboed on al
sides.

IlIn bumpers !-bumpers, gentlemen! Are
you aIl ready ? Now, then, I arn going to let
the cal out of flie ba*g! To a reccd visitor-
God bless him.

Uproarious was the entliusiasm at Ibis confes-
sion Ibat il was the king-their dear, their true,
Ibeir exiled monarch-who had liecu with themn
Ibis niglit; wbo, in bis love for them, had ven-
tured bis owu sacred person away from bis
forcigri sancîuary, aud corne here to see tliom, b
bear their voices, ho with thern if but for an
bour-then had passed away!1

Bumper afler bumper was drained off 10 this
and similar toasts liefore tbey could go 10 the
work of the niglit, whicli walS 10 determine
whether or no another insurrection was practic-
iille, was wise, and was ripe as t0 limie and state
of preparation.

Il You know the chairman?" wispercd Cla-
rence 10 Lord Langton.

49 Yes-Sir George Charter," was the reply;
"ia dangerous and discontented man.,'

"B e thinks very much bbe samne of you,
thougli for different reasons. Do you know bie
bas just returned from Rome ?"

"Ha! Are you sure of that ?"
"Quite sure."

Lord Langton became sulent and thouglilful,
whule Clarence whispered-

"Do you know anybody else here ?"
"Yes. But il so bappens that the people I

know are those that the leasî interest me just
now. And 1 can't understand il. I sec this
plainly-that wlîîle I thonglit 1 liad chiefly
dlesigna-,ted, directly or indîrectly, the greater
part of the people wlio were to blielcre, tliose
people are not licre in any nunilier, and many
otiiers are. I want to know about thiese lier-
sons. Wlien I lunchi you, tell me wlio il is that
is sp)eaking,."

The first of the speakers now rose-a bail,
elegantly-formed man, witli dark, liandsome
featuires, very pale very sad, and witb a voice
that expressed ail the mclancboly and discoutent
of bis soul.

Lord Langton touclied bis companion, wbo
wvhispered--

Il The Earl of Stanbnry. He lias taken bbc
oaths to, the present Govcrnmcnt 1"

94 And yet is bere-the braitor 1" was Lord
LangIon's indignant comment.

The earl's speech was very brief; and, as far as
possible, non.commlitbi'ig. He wonld gladly sec
a change, lie said, if a change were really prac-
ticable ; but lic must wait bo sec wliat cthers
proposcd lefore lic could say anylhing more
dlefinite tlian 10 express bis deep sympatliy wibb
tbe gentlemen now met, and witli their wisbes.

Be had spoken first, becanse asked to do so-
lie supposed on account cf bis rank-and that
was wliat lie had to say.

Up juînped one cf bthe fair Circassians, not
even wailing for the carl 10 resume bis seat, as
hie wisbed, wil graceful dignity.

Il Are wc met !" lie dcmanded in a deep, bass
voice, Ibal almnost sonnded like bbc rollcf dis-
tant orduance-"1 are wc met 10 amuse ourselves
once more with words, or 10 seize our swords
and start like men mbt action? 1 arn weary 10
dealli with Ibis sînf-no disrespect to bis
lordship-bhis if-and if-and if again! Our
lives arc fading away, our king is growing old,
Engliand is gctting used b bbce usurper's mile,
and there is no saying 10 wbat degradation she
may not sulmil wbcn she flnds she bas let tbe
lime pass, and is driven perforce te stand, like
tle ass bctwecn bbc lundles cf bay, perishing
hecause she doesn't know ber own mind. I
know mine-and Ibis ib is !" and tbemcwiîh lie
drcw bis sword, and floîîrisbcd its bright blade
lefore tbe eyes of liose about bim, wbo werc a
good deal excitcd by bbc gesînre.

Again Clarence Harvey felI thbc bnci, and
hadl b wlisper-

"lThaîs Scnm Goodman-an actor once, next
lie was kepl in funds by a dncless, tIen tmied
for poisoning one cf tle duclicss's chiîdrcn, Iben
for fomging lank-notes, now he's a devoted
Jacobite."

"lHum! la! I nndcrstand bbc gentleman's
lravery perfeclly," said Lord Langton.

"Yes-bul lie is brave;- he is quibe capable

0f anything, I donît not-murder inclusive,
I dare say-if we wanted sncb jobs dçàing.1"

A middîc-agcd man was the third speaker,
who, in quiet, deliberate accents, and illiterale
and ungrammatical speech, spoke very bhougbt-
fully excepl vlen lie lad occasion b btoucli upon
religion. Tien lis Protestant fanaticism broke
out, and raised murmurs fmom thie Catholics
amound hlm, tliithecdhairman rcminded lie
assemblage bow valuable 10 11dmr cause was tle
presence cf one who did net blong to t11dm
failli, bue. who represcnted bbc faith cf bhe
majorily cf Englishmen; and wlo was, besides,
a ricli man, and able le lielp 11cm. with funds;
and who, 10 sum np ail, was one of bbc lest of
brewers, and able 10 popularise their cause aI a
crilical lime ly making ah London drunk wiIb
ticir daming bevemage!1 This good humoured
speech satisficd at once Mr. John Mallby, bbc
ricli Protestant lrewem, and bbc audience he had
se unwisely addressed.

il was nettliitbbcfenrth speaker's address
btaI bhe actual business of bbc niglit began 10

make, pregress. He sat bare-beaded before
blcm-having rcmoved bis wig in order bo wipe
off tbc perspiration-and appeared vemy old and
totbering, altogether unfit for bbe rough work of
iniîialing revolution. But wben he began to
speak, bis thin, clear, siivery, sbaky voice soon

evcalcd bbc sulîle and learncd politician, a
nman wvio lad grown grey in thc service cf the
law, and wvlo now was able le bring all tle qua-
ltes cf a legal debater and of a strictly hogical

mind bo tle aid cf lis blovcd cause.
lie, bec, as Clarence whispemed, lad sworn

nîlegiance 10 bhe existing Government ; but it
was well known lie lad only donc Ibis lu order
10 etain a lucrative post lie beld lu the Court cf
Clianccmy; and as lis brother Jacobites vaîucd
very mucli lis legal acumen, Iley did net trou-
blc themsehves aliotut tiîs seeming sulimission te
tle powers lIat be-or rallier bhey enjoycd the
idea of bis lieing an unknown encmay lu the
Philistines' camp, who, lu the lime coming,
wonld lic cf invaluable service when evcrybody
44 came into bleir owii."

Such was Sir William Larkyns, Eniglit, whose
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