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slitling genly forivars, 1 renciesi tise stone,
prossesi My lips ta it, aud tihe dcdc ivas donc-
1 JIAD KISSED TUIE ILAIIYEY STONE.11

IlAsic dis] ye kiss it, Sir?' saisI tise oI! lady,
asg 1 met lier again nt tihe gsstcwssty, islere site
iStood, evidently cxpectissg a griitusity. IlDili ye
leiss tise atone, sir?" "I1 did, sraas"I replied,
drepping a douceur ita lier baud, lssanc 1 donit
initd telling yott tIse are umany tlsiugs ln tis
-wesilsl l'cl sucîs rathier kiss tisai the Blittiey
81055e.' Tisere wvas a bcvy eft beauties close by as
,l spoke, andi tboy autlibly tittereul as 1 expressesi
Suis opsinion. Tie oIc! lady, tue, semcd tickied

-%vitis tise isieu, for site smiie. sosuewvist ivickedly
-and saisi, Il And that's vcry truc, I dare ay, sir."

It tvas 49 vcry trise,"1 andi iooliiig back uisîo tise
event 1 liave rocorded, 1 scia sSili or opinsiosn tiat
tise so-callesi dilUiltl ini kississg tise Blirssey stone
is about the greatest Isiece et bi:îrncy goissg-iu,tact, tisaI, as Sir Chsarles £'oldstressm observes, iii
tise iveli ktsowi cosnedy, Il I'hsere's notlsing ln
it."1 Asic aisisougis 1 sisessis ho surry to dius
tlie ardeur ot ossy csîllsssiastic tousrîst wiio, lic-
lievissg ini Ftier Pr-out, thisîis tisat Lioving
kissesl tise stosse lie sny obtabin I'sliauesstssry or
otîsor distinîctioni, truuis cesîsîels sue te express
the belieftChat its vis-tues asnc ditlijulties aire ulike
exaggcratoc!.

ti~on rethsrnissg te msy car, I touîs tise driver
iadt fulfsllcsl lus promnise abolit îlot wastissg thse
heer; but tise ivas usut nucîs thse inater ; lie
only Il Licp'd, hicp'c a liste losîder te lis horse,
siald 1 get bock ta tise Il mperial Il in tinte te
fulnd Chat the table ed'Ilei v-as, ns ni)y friend i Ias
said, excelleunt; anc! tîsot tise oChes- arrangemenîts
oftthe Isotel vrere ivell %vrtisy tise couxssndation
ho bMA bcstoivcd nîsaî thiien.

RICHIARD WILSON, R.A..

T IlEstary et thse lite of in s tgessisis aiways
J.intercsting; but it toore i happoncusleus tibat it

is et a rnclauscioly charates-: tise subject.out h
struggling lisard te galin a scaîsîy living. Tie
lite er Richard Wilsusi presenis us iwitis a melon.
cboly exanille.

11e ivsus tise soi et a clergyman lin Moutgesnos-y-
sbire, anc! ias boril in tise year 1713. ie
f.amily frein whicls ho aras dcsccuslcs aras of
geood stanîding, Isis nsutlîer hein- eue of thse
Wynns et Lusvold.

It is Said tlsat bis first rude essays %-ere made
witli a burnt stick, nîsen the ails et lbis flitbe-';
bouse; aond ia ceomon %vîtb mnsy otisers, i-ho
afterwvards beomme entîsscsst artists, iin quitc eîsly
lite hg evinced mass> pruofs et genisîs.

ILt is tiet knoivn in i-bat mouser Wilson giinesi
tIse nsitice of iis relative, Sir George Wyniî, but
asader bis patronage ho set osit for Lonîdons. Isîv-
ing arrive i ls tise great Motreisehîs, lie aias
Illdac 'as a pjil %vitis an artist iiaoad Wrightî.

Uis progress uosler titis snsistcr wias isot narkcc!.
and aWe Soon fic! liimSuctlcu dfaa-î as a cosassos-
place portrait paititer, strugghisîg, like a hast of
others, for bis doly brcad. lii 1 -4, lie managcc!
ta go taltiiiy, i-bere lie consîtues lits liractico of
puortrait pabitinsg. IL is saisi tisat bis portraits
i-es-e net abovo tise comnia run. Que critic,
Isoavcvr, asserts that lie aias net surpassesi by
an>' et lis contesaporaries iin tise draavissg et a
heasi-tsat bis style %v-as bold and ma.-ster>', aoc!
bis coious-ing liie that et Rtembrandtî; but thsis
critic, isIr. Edtvardla stands alone as ta thîs t-t
ter. lo ltaly hoe b'.A oves-y prospect betoru ii
et gaining riches adc fauie j but ais asspiareetiy
trifling incideut Curuies the whole course et lus
lite.

flaving araitesi tilt lie g:rea r eary, oe daly,
for tIse corning et Zucarelli, tise Itaisani artist, lue
amuses! himeof by paienting the lanciscopo upen
wi-ich thse window et bis friensi lookccl. This
boing donc witis cotis7 derable SUIî, attractesi the
notice et Zucarelli, who, strangly recommendesi
Wilson ta foiiow that branch of Paiiting only.
This ecominsa trra bis fricasi, and a subsequenu
one tram Vernuet, tisa Frenchs artist, wa'en at
Reine, l'adi thises efl'ect, anc! ha accordingly con
mencesi laoclscape painting.

Atter haviog remainsil in Itai>' six ycars, lhe
returnesi to Enganul, and! lsir'4 akuuo i covcut

Gardon. Hoe assistesi Jn M~nding tisa Reoya
Acaslemy of Arts, aras cleetesi a Royal Acadesai-
ciao, (oine et tise hîiglsst honora that cau ho con-
tesroc! ou ssii artlst, lis Euigland)t andi ou thse
dePtis et Fras-ul aysan, Il.A., succeedesi te
tise post et iibrariai. Tie cmeistsaents reset-
itîg fs-osa lus ailieies-re but smal!, but luspIovert>'
resideresi siem acceptable, as thse taste for lsuîs-
scape painting ai-as by ne menuîs geocral. Etig-
lisli art ias rectiveul a lisavy liv adc great
discolsrsgciest fs-osa tise Iteormation. Titis
great revolution, se fîsil et blcssings ansi advan-
tilges lu othser respects, i-as tise cause eft ee
great evii, tihe tiSter relsiidisstion et ail os-naînent
auns decoration ini plhaces devôtec! ta pusblic
avorsii. Tise love ef tihe Roman Catisolie

isescii tfs- gorgeonîs dccor-.tion lisas been, d!ur-
issg tIse nsiddle tiges, tise nurse et art. Usîder
its fostcrissg bsand tise greatest pisiters and
scuclîtars tise vorîsi bas ies-r seen rase inCo ate.
TIse> clrear Choir inspiration troua bts doctrines
unîd festic-ities, ans] aes-e reavardes] by its uinili-
cesîce. TIse lioly Fansil>', thse Adoioln <Lt tise
M'agi,1 tise Pl*.glt into Egypt, tho Transfigura-
tion, aussi tIse ý;rscifLçion, arc aIl subjccts nîson
maih tise great masters bave lavisbied ail tise
resosirces et tiseir art.

But tise very £iet tisat tise Roman Catisalie
Gîsurcis delighsites iun tisese s-epresetitations ot
great ceeits in tise hisSas-y ot a ftst, on the
greot prissoiples of %vbicli aIl wies-e ags-es, iras
sîsfliciesit te muake goosi Protestants look asposi
paîiuting itseit avîtis suspsicion ansi sislike. Under
thse Stuarts thse arts began te tlaurisl aglin lu
England, but ai-bon the Peritans trlumpIseul ln
1t640 painiting aras set dec-o as a device et tise
dec-il, asnd ail love fer lsixury, osirnent, or
tus-ms et beaut>' coosideresi as se rnany oridencos
et sii unregesserato sCLat. Palintingaabte on
couivas or glass, arere sicstroyec!, netany viI-
out scrsiple, but wntIs as licarty a goasi aili as
if tisey hsall ieen uneceau idois, %vheso presence
îsoliutcd the saiictuary. Tise restos-alln again
îsrocssred pirotection for tIse arts, but It couIc! fot
avioS!>' revive Clueta. Tise degenerate nobility,
avio arranglesi about pa-t>' cries, intrigueui,
gasables], andi taikosi scandai dusring the reigos
ut Aine, andi tise taio fus-st, Georges, bac! ltle
taste tus- asîythiug that disi net grasity tiseir per-
sonssi vouity. Ileisce, portrait painting, sStii>
nd liféeos tisough It i-as, brouglit mon>' a man

tomne nuit fortune for a long ses-les et years.
Aboust tise year 1780, it aias Suc Coty way in
whlicis au artst couIc! moka a i-ctiheod Rey-
nields brougiu it ta perfection, but te Wilsan's
lot It fel te e-cte andc tester a tasSa for tisa
fuititul sielineations of tise great. scenes et
isoture--to sbiting panorama of the cieudg, tIsa
ges-geaus bues efthCe as>' nit tise rlsbng andi Set-
tîug ot tise Sun, tIse thousansi tinta tlsst Clotho
thse fieldis, andi Viasy in Choir beauty witb oves-y
change et tiosescsos, tise rugged grandeur et
tise sueunsouîs, anud tise solemui poeof ethtie
Valley.

But tise love for that particular brandi la
wviici W'ilson shona ta brigIstI>, ajireasi vos-y
slewiy-so sloivly, thatsstter ho bac! soisi a fea et
bis picturea to theusost distinguighed counoisseurs,
lio couIc! finsi no mas-ket teor bis warks. Wbile
bis beautîtut paintinsîg remainesi unsolsi ansi aera
tatal>' unapp-eciatcul, the irterior productions et
bis centomperaries, Barrett ansi Smaiths, i-e
quickhy purchasosi. This, boarever, mr>' in tomte
dcgrec be Ocvîng te the tact, Chat lia bac! Sa con-
tendi against tise jealous>' ansi intrigue et tomne et
theso st distinguisses irs-ts of tIse tia>, amaong
avihem was Sir- J Reynoldis, îvho, on ne occasion,
hestonu oppertunity et indulging in a snecr aS bis
avarks. Tise avhohe iverîs seemesictaguesagainat
bisa. A kins! trierai whIo bac! purcsasesi many of
bis productions, ai-bn akesi ta bu>' another, took
thse poor as-isu up ta bis garret, ansi pointing te,
a lot et lanuiscapes, tac!, IlLook, Dicis, thora are
att tise pictuos yen biave been selling Me tLese
ths-ee years."1

Disuippolistesi ansi Cast doîvn, ho bccama ci-
ceedingiy cearso andi repuisire in bis mannes-s;
lie couic! noar ne longer strut about in tise usSual
ga Y attire in alics ha usesi to visit thea Acauiesy
bu SL.Martins Loue. Lt is ci-en saisi, that hoc
paintesi two et bis besu. pictures fer tIsa remns

-or a Stiltonl ciose and a sangf ofpotq;.
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Mis favorite drinksa werc porter nd ale. Zof-
fini, in bis picturo of tisa Royal Acadcmicians,
palnted Wilson witis his favorite pot besido him.
Thoe latter maclo sure of a atout atick, and! swora
lie woiilt give tihe cariCaturist a Sound bcating;
but Zofiuissi pîrudently paiuted Osnt thff OffenSiVC
part.

As ho grewoCller ho became still more dcpress-
cd ln circcîmstances, lus fine, liouse, beng ex-
clsaugcd fur a osiserable isovel lu Tottenfiatn.
court-yard, Ilwblero an casel anc! a brush-a
chair asnd a table-,% biard lied, ,vith a fev clotbes
-a scanty rncal, andc thse favourite pot of porter,
wer sail that lie couic! cil bis awn."

le Nvould doubtless, bave Cornte te a paupies
deafls, hall it flot been thiat a salt estate vras
left bim by bis dcceascd brother. This pCco of
good fortune rclieved London tramt witncssing
thse nselsuiscloly close of bis lite. 11e took an at-
tectionate fareclt et Sir William Beecby, who
%vas alivays a particular trienui, andi set out for
bis native place. Lie arrivesi in safety iu Don-
bigbshire, %vlierc lie took up bis ablie wvith ù.
relative. One day lie %vas rnissedfron borne, bis
favorite dog whiici bail uccornpanied bisa re-
turnesi atone sboviug every sigit o! uneasiness.
Scing tihe movcrnents ot tise dog, lus friensi orsier-
cdl a, searcli to ho Mnac!e, Tbey found Wilson sunk
upon thse ground in a vcry exhaustesi state. 11e
was taken, homne, and] atter lingering forsome time,
ho endA aiis lite of turmoil, trouble and disap-
pointîunul lu the mers-y monili of àlay, 17828 liu
tise 0Dtli ycur of bis ago.

Thse fuluwNing are tise nimes Of a feu' of Wil-
son's best litctures: Piceton ; View of Rame;
Tho Death et Niobo; Alorning; Celadon and
Amelia; Temple of Biaccbus - Bridge et iaini;
Thse Tiber, near Rome; Vicu' on thse River Po;
Apollo andi tise Seasons ; Melcager and Atalanta;
Tesnb of Ilorats and Curatii. The last narnted
î,icturo was sold a short tirne since for 300 guin-
cas. WVo cvii close our notice ef Wilson, wvitlî
vitl lbas been saisi ef bili by a few celebratesi
met).

Allait Cunninsgham says: I To paint the varied
aspect of inanimate nature, ta, Clothe tise pastoral
bis with flocks, to, give -wiid fou'! ta the leL-es,
riag-dloves ta tbo woodg, blossaas LOI thse trees,
verdure taI the Carlt, andi suashsse ta, the sky, is
ta paint lanciscapo, it is true; but it is ta paint it
liko a district surveyor, insteasi of grouping its
picturesque beauties, auds inspiring thesa with
ivlhat the skilful in art cal! the sentiment ef thse
sceno. Wilson hasi a poot's feeling and a poces
eye,--selectcd bis scenes with jucigment and
spread thesa out la beauty, ans i all tho frs-ch
luxury af nature. Hoa did for landscapa whist
Reynolc!s did for faces-iyith equal gonius, but
far different fortune. A fine Scotte, rcnc!ered stili
mare lovely by thea pencil of the artist, disi net
rcward its ilatterer witb a07 of its productions,
cither of corn, or oil, or catUie; as Kacîter found
deasi men indiifférent payrnasters,-so inanimate
nature pravesi but a colsi patraness ta Wilson."'

Jolsa Opio says: Il0f Wilson, Who, though
second ta ne naine et any scîsool or country lai
ciassical or beroic landscape, succeeded with diffi-
cutty, by pawning soute o! bis works, at thse age
of sixty-ninc, in procuring ton guincas, ta, carry
hlmi ta c!ie in unhonoresi and unnotbccd obscurity
in Walce

Anc! Fuselisays: ,Wilson's tasto wasso exqui-
site, andi bis eye so chuste, that whatever cama
fs-oin bis case! bora thse stamp of elegance and
trutb. Thse sssbjects ho choose wera such as disi
credit ta bis Itndgment-, tbeY -13e tise SetCtIans01
ef taste i roc! whctber tisa simple, tho clegant, or
tise sublime, tlsey wcre trositesi with an equal feli-
City. mudccc, lie posatssesi tisat versatllity of

*paiver, as ta lie one minute as an ongle sweepissg
tise iseavens, and tihe next a wrcn twittcring a
simple nota on tba humble thor »ARTIST.

Meontreal, Decesaber, 1865.

IF it be perilans ta disappoint friends in their
just dermansis, it is <on times mare dangerous taI
encourage enemiles by cndeavouring ta CeUCiliatO
tbem by any sacriGoo of principla.

Tus a mall tlIings o! lite are afico of more lm.
portance thart tllo great; thea slow th=n tbo
ick ;i atI ill tbAl tuea 1tLsY.


