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take stock in the Toronto narrow guage roads, bewilderment witb regard te the course wî
should not the land grant of the Canada Cen- which we are steerinz or driftinz. atC
trai (which is certainly of more value than We bave been led te the sitar et' confede-
these bonuses) indice the saine cise in Mon- ration as dutiful children, itot that we have au
ireai and the Ottawa Valley to do likewise been particularly enamoured with the match, rai
with regard te their raiiw y. but because we did net like the alternative- ai

lit my former letters I r.olrred te the coin- annexation. We have accepted confedera- Ra
mnerciai prospects of ibis road, and its impor- tion ms the price of British connection and Br
teinte te Muttreal, and shewed that the en- British protection, emphasized by the Trenttlu
lîanced value of 1 he tituber and miîîer.l lands, and Feuiau affaire. n
th(, lumber trataic,' the conîîectiuîî with grrain There is ne hait' way house between tr%
cievators oit Lake Huron, and the future con- Westminster and Wassington; and while ci(
n 'ton with Auierieuii lunes, as weil as with probabiy ne serious effo 'rt woutd be made teti
the Nor'-West. were reasoons why we should preventeurgigf romt the eue te '.he other, ai
mnake an efcrt te retain the îîow important if 8e inclined-it is yet more certain thatno hy
provisions ot' our land grîîut charter. attempt wili be made te di-ive us iu that C(

St. Pauli Mitilesota, isin i about the sume direction. The parent state, which bas se gu
lattitude as Motitreal, anîd the she rtest railway much responeibility for what we are and pa
roule Io it. by over ait huîîdred miles, wiil where we are, though puzzled what te do, th
he through the Ottawa Valley snd Sanit Se.bas tot yet diicarded us; aud, as lhe highest au
M trie. patriotism bas been deflned te 6e the bighest m

I aise shewed thatit was ini tht, iiiereest et selfiRhneee, we may take our owa course fi
the Grnnd Trunki<and ail ils Northern branches wit.hin the constitution, iu the full confidence gi
ar well as ofth te whole ut' Ontario, ihat that she will net ahan Ion us before we bave in
the Ottawa V ailey bhoald lie î-pexîed up and abandoued ber. The election is with us, and oe
bttied, and thtounr niitary stlertgî would if we decide te m.arcb westward iustead otf f
lie greaîiy increusi-d ilherely. 1 believe' it southward, we know tbat we march with the is
possible te uîîîte the Mont reul aind Toroiito Empire at our back. Let us go, then, as aý
interesis ini a joint extensioni froinNipissitig becomes our position, Dot borrowing, a ride Io
towaids Red River, iin whch the symipathies from our neigbour,-nor oit the dûg eiedge tE
anîd materiai aid of the Ontario and Domin- et' the Esquimaux. 1'. d
ion Goverometîte sud posaibly et' the Empire If we go into the American Union, we cl
miay 6e enlisied. hecome, commi reislly, II bewers cf wood"

Witb your permission I will, in another te a plutocracy on the Atlantic seabeard. ti
letter, consider the political impertaùce et' a The fertile bâlt weuld be penetrated frci'mnb,
Canadian Pacifie Railway, the first section et' Minnesota, sud our shorter transit liues
which wo h;tve ini the Cutnada Central an op- would 6e tifled as rivais te New York sndo

îîortîanity te start under the meet favorable Boston. It is ouly tbrougb tbe influence efb
auspices. If the present iauid grant' be ai- the fertile belt and our own politicai and i
lowed te Iose îbrough inaction, ineither Mon- geographical position that we cau ever hope '
treai ner the Ottawa valley can hope in any fera railway aro.und the north shore eof Supe- i
futuere day te have suficient influence in t1he rier, sud without sncb a railway we canne t
Ontario Legisiature te reuew the saine, uer become a nation. Without it, Montreal i

wuuld a future renewal 6e of much value as cannot boid ber own with the American ses-a
the lands will ere lono, bc takien up tîy tlier porta. f
partie.&. Cumparativelv, we approach the defluition9

TUbS. C. KEEFER. of a hune, "leugnth aithout breadth,"ia(
Ottawa, 1869." thin red line" confronting the, solidd

columne uof the Union. Our St. L'swrencee
S,-Thie commercial prospects et' a canais, as weil as our only tbrougrs il"ay ar ey

Catiadiaiî Pacific Railway, howevpr promis couimauded by batteries on foreigu soul. We I

iiîg, however essetîtial te ils financial suc- have ne- baee ne, ne alternative route if our
ceds ar nevrthlesaof ecouaryim-frontier one is broken by a Fenian raid.j
cee, ae evethees etsecndry m-Whatever view we may ftike of our future,1

port uce to the political necessity which ibis ought not te continue. If we cast inj
e-xista for a continuu raitway te the Red our loi with the States et' the Union,' Ve dot
ffiver-that is for wititer as weii as summer not join a Ilbappy famiiy," à nd we kuew net1
communication through our own territery. how seen we may 6e forced te take care eftq
We bave made railway ce ,nection with our ourselves. In sncb an event, we certaiuly1
maritime provinces a p irt et' the new coneti- have the beet position, oe which conld net1
tutien, aud our eîtly explanation fer net 6e turned-without s resetting et' the North
doing the saine with regaîrd te the Weet, Pole.1
muet 6e a confession et' peverty. Caîî we We bave been pressed te arm, te drill, te
atl'ord te make that conflessieu ? Are we net erganize ; snd we bave done me. We have
streng enongh for tbe place ? No deubt our been drged te t'ortify, sud we have besitated.1
federal resources are fuily taxed te complete We cannet fertit'y s continent; sud fortifi. '
and consolidtie coufederation, but if coufede- catious involve a etanding army. The
ration only serves the purpome r'f abserbingo ail trengresi fortificatieus we could posseas
our means, there is ucither uevelty uer virtue wonld 6e a railway located bi-yond ait eue-i
init . We have been twe yeari a nation my*s reacb, sud yet in communication witb
(sud twe years makes the caîf a cow) snd we ail our stores et' men, materiai sud provision.
have made ne aigu. Iuii hoie two yearm our Sucli a railway, cenuecting the arsenals&et'
neighbonrs laid over ene thousand miles eof the East sud the granaries eof the Weet,
their Pacifie Raiiway. While iu the forum would net only 6e a productive iustead et' an
and in the p.ess we are IIwhistiiug -te keep unproductive fortification, but, wbiie psying
our courage up)," there is a weill kuown un- iii own way, it wonld add immensely te our
dercurrent et' apprehieumion, as well as trengtb in the population ani wealtb it

,uld introduce. The beet eecurity against
ifack is known ability for def'ence.
We aretold that we need flot expect to be

saieted by a guarantee-altbough the Indian
.ilways were only secured in this manner,-
nd we can ehew that a Canadian Pacifie
tailwisy would add to the importaànce of the
rit;ish Empire as much at least as a local
adian railway. We have the boat engineer-
ng, the best agrricultural, and, for through
mffic, the be8t commercial route for a Ps-
îfie Raiiway aui this continent. We cau
ake passengers sud mails between Engliid
Ld China-in at lea8t ten days leus time -than
)y Suez,, and by a cooler and heaithier route.
,onsidering that the applieation for tItis
,uarantee bas not yet been made,-that our
)aper has neyer been protested, and that
;îerefore the mother country bas neyer lost
tuyihing by endoreing for u8,-tbe warning
may be termed at ie,%at premature; but the
rct of being warnied arguei an implied obli-
gation, es a logical consequence. If it were
itended that the guarantee which extende
Dver the Intercoioaiai was for tht purpoée te
fairly iaunechiîîg tit as a comîfrderacy, aîd utf
5top there, we should not have been encour-
aged to take in. tew a derelict requiring se
lng a line as Assiniboîs. If the Itîdiaus of
bhe North West were as fumerons and pro-
ductive as thoee of Asia, ihere would be leus
objectien te the guarantee.

In 1841 we comîmenced our Confederation
under the auspices of Britain by tbe Union
between Upper sud Lower Canada, aud this
was accompanied by a proffered guarantee of
one and a-half millions sterling, with which
our canais were constructed. W e einarked
in a competition for Western trade nominally
with New York, but reaiiy with the Unionî,
whieh subsequently wus extended to our rail-
wsy system. The straggle bas been an un-
equsi one,-three millions against tbirty,-
aud we bave had littît commercial sympathy
from "hlome." On the contrary, our canais
were projected under the influence of the old
Cern lawe in England, and ivhen there was a
differential duty in our favour on wbeat, -&c.,
exportedby tbe St. Lawroince, and the very
year in wbicb our canais were compietel, the
premium was withdrawn.

Again, we are invited to a commercial
jouît for the Pacific trade with the great
Republie ; but neither the guarantee nor the
prospettive preferential traffic accompauy
the invitation. We have accepted the ter-
ritory, and with it " tbe situation." It
would be' the most senselesa thing, politicaily,
to hope to maintain our jurisdiction in the
North-West without a continunus railway on
our own ground, as it is the meut indefensible
thing commnercially te build the Inteicolonizal
which weare -building, except as part of a
Canadiait Pacifie Railwny. If we can get
tbe' road constructed by granting tbe lands to
ýthe builders we do not require the guarsntee;
sud if we give or obtain the guarantee we
mu t expeet 10 meet it from tbe lands, and
thie we ougbt te be able te do unlesa we
mean te transplant the free grant system te
the prairies, aud give away lande whicb a
cempany would seil into, better bands for a
sum sufficieut te build tbe rsilway.

We have set apart one million acres for
educational purpees, snd founded a fund
thereon. If we chooke, we may set spart
ene hundred million acres for a guarantee
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