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6 THE -- DRY -- GOODS - REVIEW

THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK,

HE present year did not begin particularly  well with

domestic trade, partly, at first, owing to severe weather,

with bad roads, and latterly from a cold spring.  So far, how

ever, as our export and import commerce is concerned, for the
first three months of 1896 the record is distinctly good.,

Trade in Europe being satisfactory, 1t is not strange that
Canada shares in the brisk business now prevailing abroad.
Our exports are chiefly food products, and while prices of these
are Jow, itis well to note that the Canadian output finds ready
market.  Tlhis is the more gratifying when we remember that
one of our best custumers—the Umted States—is suffering
somewhat from trade depression, and is recovering slowly from
the disastrous collapse of three years ago.  What we have lost
there we have more than gamed m our trade with Britain, 1t
appears, from the Imperial official returns just issued, that for
the first three months of 1896 Canadian products to the value
of $3,040,000 compared with $1,920,000 n the first quarter of
1895.  What this must mean, esther immediately or later on, to
our farmers and country stores is considerable, for heavy
increases are reported in such hnes as cattle, sheep, wheat,
flour, bacon, hams, butter, cheese, ete., which are the staples of
the country population.  From the reports of merchants who
have lately returned from Botam, Tk Review learns that brisk
trade is expected to be maintained there for a long time to
come.  With good crops in Canada, therefore, the coming
summer we may expect an enormous export, and a healthy
domestic trade.

Taking the Canadian official figures for the first quarter of
1896, it is e¢vident that the business outlook is encouraging.
The mports of free raw materials continue as large as last year.
Tins indicates that the factories and industrial establishments
of the country will be at least as busy as before. The returns
also show that the prices of mw materials continue to be main-
tained-- a fair reflection of the general business situation  “T'he
details for January, February and March, 1896, compared with
those for the same menths of 1893, are as follows :
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Our rcaders will observe in the above statement the in-
creased imports of duty-free materials used in the cotton,
rubber, tobacco and other industrial establishments. Turning
to exports, we find a marked increase for the period. Canada
has sold, during the first threc months of 1896, more than

$6,000,000 worth in excess of what she sold abroad during the

carly months of last year. The figures arc:
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$13.624,363 $19,537.7 o

May it continue W
sce no reason why it should not.  “I'he figures given will Mapire

This is a good beginning for 1896.

conlidence among our merchants, as a proof that their customers,
the farmers, are in a better position than last year,

The dry goods trade has in particular opened well for 1896,
‘The imports, as to values (the quantities are not yet given in the
ofticial statistics), indicate a larger consumption and maintained
prices.  "T'he details show increased imports for the first quarter
of 1896 in nearly every department, as follows: °

DUTIARLKR oD - THRAR MONTHS FRRIOD

1iys. 1RA

Carpets, Bruseels and fapestry ... Lol $ 317,428 $ wn,
Cottons, not dyed ..., cvsenas R LUX 1YY 1§7.208
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Other fancy gools L. ivvene. .. 61,859 8.7
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Hats, beaver, ik and felt . ... 350,881 361,81
Hats, other ..oiivvunne, .. . 230,398 281,321
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Woolen hnitted goods .., cheees  as 137,703 196,047
Wovlen shawhy . ...... . ties aee 14,34t 13,711
Woolen yarns Poieresseeessesens o 32,7831 232,70
Woulen manufactures, other 151,630 181,572
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Tetal ovvivive. wennen $6,471,23¢ $7.045,382

We ouscrve increases in carpets, cotton goods, fancy goods,
hats, silk goods (a marked advance) and woolens.  Our whole-
sale houses are not given to buying wildly, and would hardly
lay in stocks unless the demand promised to be good.  On the
whole, therefore, there is reason for satisfaction and confidence
in the outlook generally.

RECIPROCITY.

Somecthing strictly essential in a dry goods store. If you
are the dress goods or silk buyer and the Jace man wants sonie
goods over which to display his wares, let him have them and
see that they are what will be most effective. It is the same in
regard to room. I know it is almest like pulling teeth to give
up space, but it is sometimes absolutely essential for the best
interests of the house.

let the flannel and blanket man condense his stock and
make room for the wash goods, says The Dry Goods Chropicle.
This is their season, and when your time comes again get it
back. ‘This is the spirit that should prevail throughout the
siare. I remember speaking to a buyer about this matter one
holiday time, and asked him if he didn't think he lost sales by
condensing his stock, and he said : * Yes, it makes about $505
difference 10 me, but the other department will do $4,000, and
that mnakes the firm feel better, and I am satisfied.”
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